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General Conversation

FOREWORD

This is the second volume of Basic Sinhala, a course
for the beginning student which is presented in three modules:

I Beginning Signs and Letters
II General Conversation
III Sinhala Structures

A five part preliminary version of this series of lessons
was completed in 1968 as a basic course for the Peace Corps. Three
modules of that preliminary version have been combined as module
II in this revision. The Division of Language Training of the
Peace Corps, then directed by Allan Kulakow, supported the devel­
opment of the original materials under contract # PC-82-l944. A
trial version was utilized in training Ceylon II at Fresno State
College in Fall 1967. Olivia Silva assisted in the writing of
the preliminary materials and Sriyani Herath helped prepare the
final copy for submission to the Peace Corps.

This final version of General Conversation was completed
with funds supplied by the Foreign Service Institute and the Agency
for International Development. The Honorable Howard W. Wriggins,
Ambassador to Sri Lanka, supported the project and created an
opportunity to revise and complete the materials in Sri Lanka.
Kamini de Abrew, currently the coordinator of the Embassy language
program in Sri Lanka, provided continuous and invaluable assistance
in revising and preparing the final copy.

Kamini de Abrew and I should like to thank our friend
Trelicia Gunawardana, actress, university lecturer and member of
the Embassy language staff, for the important part she played in
helping us assemble the materials. We should also like to express
our appreciation to Sally Barton for typing most of the English
portions and to Kamal de Abrew, Chula de Abrew and Kumari Edirisinghe
for helping proof the final copy. We are grateful to many members
of the Embassy staff, especially to Ralph Hartwell and Charles
Antholt for their support and encouragement.

I should like to acknowledge the debt lowe to Drs. Earl
Stevick and James Stone at FSI. The modular approach to the
presentation of second language materials is one which has been
explored by Stevick for a variety of languages, and this parti­
cular module is largely based on a format he developed called
"microwave." I had an opportunity to work with t;he format when
I assisted Dr. Stone in the development of a trial version of
"microwave" Hindi materials in 1966. Most of what I know or care
about in language teaching is traceable to my association with
Drs. Stevick and Stone, and I thank them for their inspiration
and patient attention to a fledgling linguist.
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I was introduced to Sinhala and Sri Lanka by Professor James
Gair. Professor Don David de Saram taught me to speak the
language. My husband Robert and my parents have always supported
and shared my interest in Sri Lanka, most recently by modifying
their own schedules to care for the children while I was away.
Mrs. M. Tiruchelvam has for fifteen years now brought me into
her own family in Sri Lanka when I was far from home.

The dwelling plans on pp. 254 and 255 and the photograph
on p. 258 are by Robert MacDougall. They have been reproduced
with permission. The photograph on p. 230 was contributed by
Trelicia Gunawardana. Bus route maps are by the Survey Department,
Government of Sri Lanka. A few of the smaller photographs such
as those on p. 175 were taken by W. Sugathadasa. All other maps
and photographs were supplied by the Ceylon (Sri Lanka) Tourist
Board.

For me, Sri Lanka has been a fascinating and hospitable
place to live and work. Sinhala has opened the door to ideas,
life-ways and friends I would never have known without it. Kamini
de Abrew and I hope that these materials will open similar doors
for others.

Bonnie Graham MacDougall
Ithaca, New York
April 1979
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TO THE INSTRUCTOR: HOW TO USE THIS BOOK

1. Cycles

The cycles consist of M-phases and C-phases. During the M-phases
the sentences should be repeated to the students by the instructor.
The students should mimic the pronunciation of the instructor
many times both chorally and individually. Sentences should be
practiced one by one until students can repeat them relatively
fluently and with good pronunciation. The instructor should
insist on correct pronunciation. If this cannot be accomplished
through repetition, the instructor should use the Sinhala writing
system whenever possible to show the students where they have gone
wrong. The use of the writing system is particularly useful in
illustrating mispronunciations of vowels which result when the
English stress system is applied to Sinhala utterances, and in
illustrating the substitution of short vowels and consonants for
long ones and vice-versa. Grammatical questions raised by students
should be answered promptly and succinctly before going on to the
C-phase. The information contained in Sinhala Structures should be
helpful in preparing such presentations.

The C-phase presents an opportunity to use the language and to ex­
pand vocabulary. Since it is the part of the lesson students enjoy
most, there is always a temptation to rush through "M" to get to
"C". Try to resolve all fluency and pronunciation problems before
going on to the C-phase. If too little time has been spent on
"M", students will not be able to handle "C" comfortably. When
students request vocabulary items, they should write them down.
They should be given direct singular and direct plural forms of nouns
as well as the "class" (see Sinhala Structures, 1.) For verbs, the
basic present and past forms should be given.

2. Other material

Procedures for dialogues, drills and texts involve the basic tech­
niques of audio-lingual instruction which are likely to be familiar
to instructors using this book. To the extent that special in­
structions are necessary for exploiting these materials to the
fullest, they are given below. Many pictures and illustrations
appear in this book, and their implications for lesson material
have not been fully drawn out. Teachers may find it useful to
build new materials around them.

3. Additional suggestions

If the class is conducted at the Embassy in Sri Lanka, the language
staff should try to involve the Sri Lankan employees in helping
students practice. Organizing field trips -- to Sinhala movies and
nearby markets, for example, will enrich the course and make it fun.
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GLOSSARY

The glossary on the following pages summarizes most of the content
words which have appeared in this book. English borrowings as
class C nouns, however, have not been included since all forms are
predictable from the direct singular and the meanings in any case
are transparent. Basic present and past forms are given for verbs.
For nouns the direct singular and direct plural forms are generally
given together with the class of the noun. This information will
permit the student to predict all other forms. Past forms of verbs
and plural forms of nouns are enclosed in (). Numerals are cited
in their direct indefinite forms with the stern form on which complex
numerals are built enclosed in (). For certain entries, notably
demonstratives, interrogatives and numerals there are citations to
Sinhala Structures where further detail appears. For some entries
certain forms are lacking in Sinhala or rarely used. For example,
many of the terms for foods or food classes (meat, eggplant, millet)
are plurals and there is no corresponding singular. In these cases
the entry form is a plural and distinguished with the following
notation: n. pl.

Entries are alphabetized according to the Sinhala system. Vowels
appear before consonants and consonants are grouped according to
point and manner of articulation. In this glossary nasalized con­
sonants immediately follow the corresponding non-nasalized consonant
i.e., ~ follows ~ , rather than the corresponding nasal, i.e, m
The latter convention has been adopted by Carter (1936). Other­
wise the system here follows Carter 1936, a work which should be
consulted for full details on the order of symbols.

In most standard language courses a glossary surveys the complete
vocabulary which has been learned or taught. If the format in­
corporates a microwave component however, the students and the in­
structor play a role in determining course content, and it is not
possible to anticipate which portions of the lexicon will be single
out for emphasis. It is therefore important that the student keep
a personal record of words which have been requested in class for
ready reference and review.
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