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DICTIONARY EXERCISES

Introduction

1. Howisa Chinese character found in a dictionary?

Chinese characters are usually arranged in the dictionary by their radicals. They
are further grouped according to the number of strokes they have, excluding the
radical. ‘

Therefore, in order to look up a character in the dictionary, the first step is to
consider whether the character is a radical itself. In some cases it is. Forinstance:
A, 71, h, O, £, &, W, m, 8. If the character is not a radical itself, then
break it into two parts. Very often the character can be broken up vertically with
one part on the right and another on the left. Either part may be the radical. Or the
division may be horizontal, one-half being above and the other beneath. Or one-half
may partially or entirely enclose the other part. If neither of the two parts is a
radical, one of them may again be divided and a subdivision may turn out to be the
radical. Finally, there are a handful of frequently used characters that do not seem
to belong to any radical; they are placed in the = % ‘Remainder Category' at the
very end of the radical list.

The radical will tell us approximately where the character is in the dictionary.
Next, we must count the number of strokes, leaving out the radical. It is this number
which will enable us to locate the character exactly.

2. Whatisaradical?

A radical is a common component of a group of characters, often bearing the
sense shared by the characters. The majority of Chinese characters belong to the
category of Phonetic Compounds, each of which has 2 distinct phonetic part in
addition to the radical. Speaking very generally, for there are many exceptions, the
radical gives a clue to the meaning of a character and the phonetic a clue to its sound.

Inthe ¥ % F #, the standard dictionary for simplified characters, there are
189 radicals derived from the original 214 radicals in the Kangxi Dictionary (see
page v ). However, among the popular Chinese-English dictionaries, ne standard
list of radicals has been adopted. The number of radicals varies from 174 for A
Concise Chinese-English Dictionary, 1982 to 227 including a “Remainder Category™
for The Chinese-English Dictionary, 1979. The Sino Chinese-English Dictionary,



1980, which is an adaptation of the latter, lists 226 radicals as shown in the Radical
Index on page iv, omitting one very rarely used radical. The present exercises are
based on The Sino Chinese-English Dictionary, which is readily available to our
students.

3. How to use this book

Sixty of the most common radicals are introduced in the first ten exercises. A
great majority of Chinese characters are formed with these sixty radicals. Therefore,
it is worthwhile for the student to remember them as to their names, meanings, their
different forms, and a few examples. Additional exercises are provided for the rest of
the radicals. Note that some of the newly added radicals have no standard names,
nor distinct meanings.

There are altogether 18 one-hour exercises. For those students who cannot finish
the lookup within the given time, they should complete the exercise after class as
part of their homework.



Exercise 1: 60 Comﬁon Radicals - *“Man” Group

Radical | Stroke|  Name English Examples

A (A)]| 2 |ren Man A A

4 2 | daniirénr | Man R |
71 2 | Power 71 8h &
1. 3 | kéu Mouth a1z v
gy 3 | na Woman o

= 3 | shi Corpse P B

I 4 | xin Heart TR

1 3 | shuxinr Heart B iC

{standing)

1. From your dictionary, find the pinyin and meaning for the following characters:

Pinyin

Meaning

Pinyin Meaning

1=

123

in

F

)

5

1%

oy BN §| o 1| Y| =




2. From your dictionary, find the pinyin and meaning for the following characters:

Pinyin Meaning Pinyin Meaning

& & >

g d0| 2| ¥ =g

«®
C

g &
SH Hop| 9| I




Exercise 2: 60 Common Radicals - "Man” Group (continued)

Radical | Stroke|  Name English Examples
F 4 | shéu Hand F £
¥ 3 | tishour Hand T
J- 5 | bingzitour | Sickness o
H 5 | ma Eye H B
— 5 | ma Eye =z |
H 6 |é&r Ear H B
A & | rouyuer Flesh B¥
& B 7 |z Foot /E ¥ BR

1. From your dictionary, find the pinyin and meaning for the following characters:

Pinyin

Meaning

Pinyin

*,
]
i
[liS
B

HR

| K 33 S8 oF| St

ik

i

=

Meaning




2. From your dictionary, find the pinyin and meaning for the following characters:

Pinyin Meaning Pinyin Meaning

o F0| oF| S| W B 8K
& T8 8F| | o] 5| 3




Exercise 3: 60 Common Radicals - "Animal” Group

Radical Stroke Name English Examples

F(F)] o | ox %Y

4 quanydur Dog zﬁ]

/]
E | 6 chéng Insect EE ﬁ g ﬁ
;D_‘;) 3 ma Horse % 3% g

] 8 |yo Fish B fif &

5, 5 | nido Bird 3, BE

1. From your dictionary, find the pinyin and meaning for the following characters:

Pinyin Meaning Pinyin Meaning

3%

L

L

i

L7

'

= &

% L

M Z1U




2. From your dictionary, find the pinyin and .meaning for the following characters:

Pinyin Meaning Pinyin Meaning

| S| & & B %
HY| W & B R B




Exercise 4: 60 Common Radicals - “Action” Group

Radical Stroke Name English Examples

1 3 shuanglirénr | Left Step ‘?E %
ﬁ 4 fanwénr Tap [& a(
K 4 | qian Owe R R
7_]:\' 5 shi Indicate ﬁ.( ;;si\,
? 5 shibar Indicate *i‘.

i_ 3 zouzhir Run and Stop i& @
1 3 |shi Eat R

1. From your dictionary, find the pinyin and meaning for the following characters:

Pinyin

Meaning

Pinyin Meaning

B\

% ik

N
|

=

Y| Bl S| | BB ¥

Tn}




2. From your dictionary, find the pinyin and meaning for the following characters:

Pinyin Meaning Pinyin Meaning

2

S EBEEEE.

&




Exercise 5: 60 Commion Radicals - "Nature” Group

(212}

Radical | Stroke| Name English Examples
+(L£)] 3 |w Soil | fﬂg = B
L] 3 |shan Mountain | |1} & WF 5B
H 4 | Sun HBHESE
A< 4 | ma Wood AR
] 3 | sandisnrshui | Water &

7]( 4 | shui Water 7}( ’,‘ﬁ
K 4 |hus Fire K B xR
4 | sidianthud | Fire AR A

IR

1. From your dictionary, find the pinyin and meaning for the following characters:

Pinyin

Meaning

Pinyin Meaning

| 3 B 5

00D

R

|H

e EEEE




2. From your dictionary, find the pinyin and meaning for the following characters:

Pinyin Meaning Pinyin Meaning

A | 5| S| ¥ \T

e d

V| | (B | B ¥ o

i

10



Exercise 6: 60 Common Radicals - “Nature” Group (cont'd)

Radical | Stroke| Name English Examples
¥ 4 | xiéyar Jade 5]3 Iﬂi

H 5 | tian Field H Bg 5
A 5 |shi Stone A 52

jﬁ 5 | hémapangr | Grain fﬁ ﬁ] ?%
T (#%)| & |zhazitéur | Bamboo r & %
2 3 | jigosir Silk 22 43

1. From your dictionary, find the pinyin and meaning for the following characters:

Pinyin

Meaning

Pinyin Meaning

| % B2 RE| 8| 3B

\
4

83

11




2. From your dictionary, find the pinyin and meaning for the following characters:

Pinyin Meaning Pinyin Meaning

& | B| i R

| & T & | ©

uy!




Exercise 7: 60 Common Radicals - "Nature” Group (cont'd)

Radical Stroke Name English Examples

3 caozitour Grass | 12 é

E 7 you Wine E iE %

4 8 |jin Gold 2

M7
% | 4 jin Gold; metal | %‘,‘
B

2 zud'érdaor Mound FﬁI %

Eﬁj 8 | yuzitéur Rain thj %’

1. From your dictionary, find the pinyin and meaning for the following characters:

Pinyin Meaning Pinyin Meaning

1]

®

% .

o 3 | = |

EC
o
G

13



2. Fromyour dictionary, find the pinyin and meaning for the following characters:

Pinyin Meaning Pinyin Meaning

Yo 5| ) R ) | 4

14



Exercise 8: 60 Common Radicals - “Home” Group

Radical | Stroke| Name English Examples
7] 2 |dso Knife 78

| 2 | lidaor Knife £ 7
-+ 3 |z Son + &Z ¥
. 3 | baogair Roof L XK
M 3 |jin Napkin m g h
- 3 |pianshangr |shelter;roof | I B
i 5 |mindanr | Dish m &
yi'd 6 |yi Clothing X

3 5 | yibar Clothing 2 B
] 3 | men Door 7 H

15




1. From your dictionary, find the pinyin and meaning for the following characters:

Pinyin Meaning Pinyin Meaning

Y
| 3w | 2

2] I Hil

= Rz

2. From your dictionary, find the pinyin and meaning for the following characters:

Pinyin Meaning Pinyin Meaning

A SR T B =
of| 8| k| 27 Y| O T

16



Exercise 9: 60 Common Radicals - "Miscellaneous” Group

Radical Stroke Name English Examples
X 2 [you  |agam | X XK
3 sidaokuang | Enclosure m 3

3 da large j( j( ‘ﬁ |

3 gong Bow Fa’ 3& 5@

gé Spear % ﬁ ;&

5 xuézitour Cave 7,\ §

R

1. From your dictionary, find the pinyin and meaning for the following characters:

Pinyin Meaning Pinyin Meaning

X S M| 3% |
¥ 2t | o WY | =

&

17



2. From your dictionary, find the pinyin and meaning for the following characters:

Pinyin Meaning Pinyin Meaning

55
AX
1
K
B |
B¥
K

BY| | S )| ) | BE

18



Exercise 10: 60 Common Radicals - “Miscellaneous” Group (cont'd)

Radical Stroke Name English Examples

. N -

= 7 yan Word =] %

i, 2 yan Word 'i,% ‘iﬁ‘

| 4 | bei Shell W 5

4r 4 | che Vehicle T8 ZE
B 2 you'érdaor | Village ﬂ; gB %{S
E 6 yé Page ﬁ Iﬁ

1. From your dictionary, find the pinyin and meaning for the following characters:

Pinyin

Meaning

Pinyin Meaning

M) S| S| ) ) ] 5

M) o8 E| | o S| F

19




2. From your dictionary, find the pinyin and meaning for the following characters:

Pinyin Meaning Pinyin Meaning

2 F| J| | 56 =

b B | o =

20



Exercise 11: Radicals : “Basic Stroke” Group

Radical Stroke Name English Examples
. 1 yidianr point 7'}(
- 1 yihéngr one — T
I | 1 | yishar down stroke | 3 ?

1 yipiér left stroke )-5

1 zhé bent T

(—L 1 |y Second Z, jL —E

)

j 1 zhé bent 2
L

L)

1. From your dictionary, find the pinyin and meaning for the following characters:

Pinyin Meaning Pinyin Meaning

T EEREEE:
T

21



2. From your dictionary, find the pinyin and meaning for the following characters:

Pinyin Meaning Pinyin Meaning

drr| o
&

h
W——)

A}

e M)
A W B H

22



Exercise 12 Find the radical, pinyin and meaning for the following characters
under radicals with two strokes in the Sino Chinese-English Dicitonary, 1980 or its
equivalent:

Radical | Pinyin Meaning Radical | Pinyin Meaning

i

7

SF| S I No| of| | O] 7| RR| | B | e Tr
S| B¢ 7tv| ¥ ) ¥ 3| S%| Wl O | FA| 49| &) B B N

74

23



Exercise 13 Find the radical, pinyin ahd meaning for the following characters
under radicals with three strokes in the Sino Chinese-English Dicitonary, 1980 or its
equivalent:

Radical | Pinyin Meaning Radical | Pinyin Meaning

) H| o) ) 4m 2 5%

G
&
v

R

>

F S| A o= oR) m Y | 36| SH| AR| EE| B| & BH| B

el

»
‘

O | BR| ) B O I

24



Exercise 14 Find the radical, pinyin and meaning for the following characters
under radicals with four strokes in the Sino Chinese-English Dicitonary, 1980 or its
equivalent:

Radical | Pinyin Meaning Radical { Pinyin Meaning

B =) O H| &

o
C

R EEEEEERE

3
[ =

B 0| o) B ) sl ] ] o] ] o] o] ] ] ]

ug!

f |

25



Exercise 15 Find the radical, pinyin and meaning for the following characters
under radicals with five strokes in the Sino Chinese-English Dicitonary, 1980 or its
equivalent:

Radical | Pinyin Meaning Radical | Pinyin Meaning

Y% R =1 [ EO S e e g v e Yy e
| ] 55 2] ] == ] | | | ] | | ] | o

26



Exercise 16 Find the radical, pinyin and meaning for the following characters
under radicals with six strokes in the Sino Chinese-English Dicitonary, 1980 or its
equivalent:

Radical { Pinyin Meaning Radical | Pinyin Meaning

u

LS
v
’

A)1 A

w2 i =] ] ] ] =

78

5| 5| o) W MR 9 S| o 2 B S| K| | B B v

7F| 8 O R mm ¢

27



Exercise 17 Find the radical, pinyin and meaning for the following characters
under radicals with seven strokes or more in the Sino Chinese-English Dicitonary,

1980 or its equivalent:

Radical { Pinyin Meaning Radical | Pinyin Meaning

=l

A\
J

A
B

758

(%) 3 Wb o) T Y| BN R B 8 om| R
| Gim) 3ok % | OF) Y| | S| W) Kal| R | By N

28



Exercise 18 Find the radical, pinyin and meaning for the following characters
' under radicals with seven strokes or more in the Sino Chinese-English Dicitonary,
1980 or its equivalent:

Radical | Pinyin Meaning Radical | Pinyin Meaning

8| Bf| it

| 3| §| 3| T

dul,
™

-~
c
4

s2) v 351 o o] | oo e o2 ] ] el e

T\ SH| & &Y S| 3K () e | 2

29



30
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