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Preface

The Central to Southern Thai Dictionary is our attempt to assemble in one book the
scattered information and expertise of the Southern Thai language that exists in the
Peace Corps. We hope that Peace Corps Volunteers will find it a useful reference

source.

A word of thanks to our training staff-Ajaan Uthai Kaewkhao and Ajaan Tawan
Kiatboonyarit who put a lot of effort and energy into getting this dictionary together.

It has always been difficult to find any printed source of information on the Southern
Thai language, and, since this is our first attempt, this dictionary is far from perfect.
There will be a need to revise it in the future; so your comments and suggestions would

be appreciated.

Training Office
Peace Corps/Thailand
October 25, 1986
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Introduction

This Central to Southern Thai Dictionary has been developed primarily for the use
of Peace Corps Volunteers working in the southern part of Thailand who want to
learn Southern Thai. Even though the Southern Thai dialect may differ a little from
province to province, the differences exist only on some tones and some vocabulary.
So, although this dictionary is primarily based on the Southern Thai spoken in Trang

and Chumporn provinces, it will be applicable to the other provinces in the region as
well.

Words in the dictionary are based on words from the Silent Way charts which are in
Central Thai. Most of the words in the dictionary are functional vocabulary; the
usage of each word has been shown in sample sentences. Sine the Southern Thai

dialect has no written script, the Central Thai alphabet and spelling rules have been
used to represent Southern Thai sounds.

The major differences between Southern Thai and Central Thai are the change of

tones, the shortening of words, and the fact that some words are comgpletely different
from those in Central Thai.

There are generally six tones in Southern dialect. Some examples of each are illustrated
below:

r Central Southern
Words Tones Words Tones
1Ly m mid wi M low
1 i fou high MU MIOU low
"2 w0 ame rising Yo dea falling !
3. 912 a8y low fa Fou high i
1. WD YOV falling we HoU rising
5. U 1 falling thu A mid-high ;
s.dar a mid Ui 2 mid-rising '
U low ih mid-rising

Some words have different tones when they occur in different positions in a sentence.
For example:

Words Tone when it occurs at the Tone when it occurs
end of the sentence other places
. ond mid-rising low
L %1 ﬁa
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Many words (and sentences) in the Southern dialect are the same as those in Central
Thai, but some syllables or even whole words are eliminated. For example:

Central Thai Southern Thai
“ Pl & A

aIa 1090

0 uAIATEITNY mz‘mqﬁau

And finally, there are some words which are completely different from those in Central
Thai. For example:

Central Thai Southern Thai
ner'ls fndo
Fulesa WoA
unin MUY
N sou vion
138
-] o 1 *
WuvA P10

The authors hope that this dictionary will be useful to those who want to study the
Southern dialect. Any criticism and/or comments from our readers would be highly
appreciated so we can make the next edition more responsive to your needs.

Tawan Kiatboonyarit
Uthai Kaewkhao

Lo
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