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AN INTRODUCTION TO wcmoom PIDGIN

STUDENT'S BOOK: . e ,
Revi Edition (1983

PREFACE

. +An Introduction to Cameroonian Px.dgl_ is Mt language -
course consisting of a Student's Book a Teacher's and a Pidgin/ *
Engllsh- Epgl1ah /Pidgin Glosaary ' ’

/_v S J

-

. The Teacher's Ma.nua.l vas concelved and wrltten dunng the Summer
1981 in-coyntry language ‘training program in Cameroon with the Student's Book
following one year later. during the 1982 program. The present edition of '
the Student's Book is a revised, expanded version of the onglnal, including
three additional lessons, a short grammar reference sectlon and a collection

"of proverbs. It is deslgned to be used together vith the Teacher's Manual

and Glossary in a course or tutoring program, byt may easily- be used
separately as a self-study guide and reference. The Pidgin-English/English-
Pidgin Glossa.ry. curreéntly nearing completion, ¥ill appear in 1984, -

As” nth many Peace Corps language materials, countless people -
Traxners, Volunteers and Trainees alike - have contributed to this final
product. To all these people, our sincere thanks. They, no doubt, were
motivated by the same forces as vwe were: the strong need for a practical Pidgin
bpurse for Peace Corps training and tutoring programs, but also a deep respect,
admiration and fascinat¥on for the genius of the Pidgin language to which, again,
8O many people a.nd culturen have contributed in their turn.

.

7

‘David BELLAMA
Solomon NKWELE
) ‘Joseph YUDOM

Yaoundé , August, 1983
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- INTRODUCTION

“ . . : E . .

- Pidgin'is believed to have started back in the 15th
" century with the arrival of the Portuguese on. the African coast.
By the 17th century many other European and African ethnic '

groups had begun using it in their contacts and transactions
with each other and had contributed to its development. By the
19th century-- the period of its greatest expansion-- Pidgin
was being used in West Cameroon, much of Southern Nigeria,
Fernando .Po, Sierra Leone, numerous other African coastal areas,
and some inland areas. As -a trade language-- "a language of '
contact"-~ Pidgin has borrowed from different quarters through .

~ the centyries. Many of the earlier borrowings, from Dutch,

~ German and Portuguese to name a few, have drifted into disuse,
but some still remain. For example, the following words from
Portuguese are still very current in Pidgin: ' :

pikin from "pequino", meaning "child"

dash from "dache", meaning "gift" or "tribute" . \
sabi from "saber", meaning "to know" o
'palaba.from’"palaba”,_meaning "conference", "discussion”

. " African languages, too, have contributed immensely
to ‘the Pidgin vocabulary. The following words are but a few
examples ; a complete list would fill a book. . o

. wahala - "trouble" . _ A

kwa - "bag" | |

' kwankanda - "bachelor", "useless fellow" S .
nayo - "slowly" | | |
moyo - "male in-law"

munya - "female in-law"

ashya - "greetings", "sorry"

kgngcsay ~‘”gossip" '

njamaﬁjama - "greens"

nyanga - "ostentation” o
ngondele - ﬁyoung woman”, "girl® '
potopoto - "mud", "mud mortar®” i

' , Although the Pidgin vocabulary, on the whole, is
. derived from English,  the word "derived” must be emphasized.
. Many words which have an equivalent meaning in both languages
: . have quite different pronunciations. .

. . . - “

. . . .
v - - N ' \ M _ oﬁoo/qo. .
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“wita - "water" | - ' ' .
aks. - ",ayak" o 4
. arata - "rat®,’ _ ' ; ' '.7;\ |
ayon - "iron* » - - L 3
\bondru - "bundle® | |
gron - "ground™ .
sidon - "to sit", "td sit down" R
~ Many other Pfsain wbrds; while ‘clearly derived from

English, have changed in form and/or taken on new meanings quite -
different from the or:iginalAr:oot,word_f I
huséy (from “which side®) - "where" B
chus - "to choose®, but also "to excuse® ' . o \J
'chop - "to eat" |
\.' - dray - "dry" but a‘lso "sk_inny"'

skin - "body" g o *

foseka (from "for the sake of") - "because” f

ﬁrobaj (from 'fdrby*) "to miss", "to lose the way" : ,

fayn (from "find")- "to look forj} note the reversal of b
-luk - (from "look) - "to find" meanings ‘
-kolhat - (from "cool the heart") - "sweetheart®

kgmgt - (from"come out") - "to come from" _

buk - (from “book") -"bodi', but also "letter”, or anything

e ' o | written , 5&? '

manhan (from "man + hand") - "right", "right hand" S
wumanhan (from "woman + hand") - "left hand®

memba (from "remember”) - "to think of?, "to think about"”,
- ' -~ as well as "to remember"

motofut (from 'motor.+_foot'» - -€15g» |
tanap (from "stand up®) - "to stqnd:up', but also "to stop"
8080 (from the word "so") “"continually"”

. Tones, too, are a very important élement. Pidgin has two
basic tones, a high one (A ) and a low one ( w). As in many African
languages, a change in tone will often bring a ‘change in meaning.

For example: ' ' . . .

_babA means “"barber® ; while

 bib2 means "father® S

" p&S% means "real®, "proper”, "correct® ; while

pOpd’ means “pawpaw (an African fruit) '
gdrmgans"to gé‘ ; while -

g? r_néan_s' the accompanying v;tb 1is in the futuge tense.

m o | S | SR : '

-
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Tones need not discourage the learner. There are "tones”
in every language. In English you may say the same septence-_

.1 -am late. ' . ‘
I am _late?' ’ o ' !
"and mean entirely separate things. |

3

Pidgin's .tones and its own very distincg "accent" or
“cadence" combine to-give it a unique, African ‘sound quite unlike
-English. To be understood, you must speak Pidgin in a way people
are used to hearing it. : :

You can say:

"I day g6 for market" — .
with a fine American accent and make no sense at all to your listener. -
. : - 4 . : J I
'BUtD‘ NN A N AN

"A "de go fo maket"
will be understd%d by any Pidgin speaker.

The important thing in- learning Pidgin is to listen
carefully how things are said and "sing" them back in the same way.

Probably the most essehtial point to remember about
Pidgin is that it is not English. Nor is it "Broken English" or
"Bush English", as it if often called. It is its own language, an

"African grammatical structure, African concepts, an African accent and - -
African tones. : '

»
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| PIDGIN SOUNDS AND THE ALPHABET USED IN THIS BOOK
" Since Pidgin is not really a written langquage, it has no
formal alphabet. The alphabet used in this book was chosen for
simplicity and for feasibility on a normal typewriter. It should be
noted (and is below) that some 1etterb may have more than one sound.-
VOWELS . - 4 | s N .
Pidgin letter :” - Pidgin example f 3 Eng;ish'méaning?'
x ' ..1) like the "a"'in . "fat", "man", -"back"
| o -~ dman ”“”-* ;“ o (‘Mn)
N bak . - (back)
SR fat Yo (fat) =
" 2). like'thé "a" #qv‘ "father”, "bar" .
ma 7" (ndw) S
. ba (bar)
o baba“% . . 1‘(father)
e | .. 1) like the "e" in _ "bed" .
| i ' bet ¢ .. (bed)
get - Tt (to have)-
~ het ~* (head) = .
2) ltk§~the "a"'in _ "make", "lage"
T et 7_ " (eight) '
mek - (make)
| ) " mistek 7 (mistake)
i 7 1) like the’ "i" in.  "sit", "fit"
” T f1t'° " “v..(to be able to)
e, ;st%k L f ﬁ'. ‘ (tree, stick)
. S wit | o (with) . o
T | * 2) like the "ee" in “keep", “"see"
. o s - . 57 (see) |
' C kip . (ke"ep.) -
) .. W bi S | : ’(be) Lo - o h
T - ;'~a1Ways;}ike*the "o"_in 'rdbefl "hope” _*7fa'
s lde (go) IR
. so. T . . cso) -
. . bo ¢ . . (friend). {’ L
¢ RS ., c
. o . . e
e \ B - .« n
D N O A
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'¥a1ways liké fhe-"o“ in "Bore", "sorry"

or_the English "auw" in "law" o

fo . - .

l)like the oo" in

(for)
(law)

Adqon)

”book“,)“look"'

& buk .

luk
put.

4

2) 11ké ;"60" in

.(book) . .
(logk)"
(put)

"hoot", "boot"

du

3
"
,
-
i
-
A
L]
'l
-
4

(d0)

(you)
- (too}
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- COMMON VOWEL counfuarxous e T
.| pidgin letters . _pidgin example (English meaning)
o au’ | o - like- the "ow" in "cow", "fowl" -

o . kaw o (cow)
Y fawl , - " (fowl);
o | " haus. . (house)
ay © | "= like the "i" 4n  "iike®, "fine"
’ - layk- . (1ike)

.fayn . o ,lfine),_

tay . (tie)

L ¢ day o . ldie) |
da . 7 - like in the words' "Leah" or "Tii"; note
. : : ' . that the accent is on the i (ee—ya) '

D A * " bia-bia- “natr)
P S o pia | |

-«

<

o

R . , . (avocado pear) =

ie , ¥ - a dialqct variation of “ia", above ; -
' ' ‘ ' again the accent is on the i (ee-ye)

.‘.- . ] . ) *-.

bie-bie - . (hair)-variation

_ . te . (ear)-variation .

. l;; :'; ple ."'i . (avocado pear)-variatian o

ya,ye . il el u,9~ like the "ia"‘and "ie" ahove, but the. ' '
e ' accent is on the second }etter: -

" ya or ye.

. ) . /
oy . fya or fye (fear)

- dya (or) dye ( wdear® = expensive)
’ ‘ - hga (or) hye _} : (here) L

-

'*',coNSONANTs - T T PR

The following. consonants are pronounqed just as in English:_
. . ", b ) . -’,.. o w. '

R
4 T e

-

. ‘ | d .y
St B £ .
' : h

!
. € F&r. .8 'O
» . .""

o '
oy
]
[ - B¢
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| a l:l \”. ¢y
AT . ‘n. - L z ,
Special cases: ; | - . X \ f
q.{::'alweys hard,'ae in get., gather (never like the "g" of
' _ e © . George
B jﬁ,_% always likerghe j in"jam* . * . -
¥ "1 . --always like)the 1 of like (never like the "11" of wa11\~‘
., 8 = always like’ the "ss! of pass (never like the "s8" of rose) .
> ,. G -asdnchurch . - oo
T . sh - as hsip "’ R S \stv
B - as in sying; ring o )
'ny"- as in onton : o ~

" -
One final reminder on Pidgin orthognaphy. It seems “that no: two

'people write Pidgin the same way. Different sources use different -

systems and even within the same system a. word might appear in varied

forms. \The latter may happen beesq.e a word may. have more than one

pronunc}atiqn, according to region\. : _— .

rod = rat = [road" !
gron = graun = "graun" '

ha = hau \= "how" ) o o L . . A
‘huskayn =\withkayn = "what kind" '

beni = beriF "bury" oy , o <

stik = sit_ k= "stick",‘(tree"' \ o

flop = fulop = “to £ill%up", "to be full" ' .
" weti =wetini "what" R

‘gud = gut= "good"™ <~ - ;. . . _

- L4 ith such '‘possible variations, it is important to concentrate

on and practilce catching sounds and reproducing them, rather than : ™

worrying about how to write them.
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~ Dlgomg . | ; I ) '. .- . .

.. -Lucas: .Gut moninl .+ - mormngl . ‘.
Dairid: Méﬁ'n; . S . z: no‘rmngl‘ L v .
Lucas:’ [Ha na? | ' o Hov" are _you? -

a David: A de fayn. " Ha fo yu? I'm fing'. Hov apout you’ -,

Luces: Mi tu a de fayn. ' - ~ +I'm fine also. -
™. Ya nem na weti? - " wifft is your name? f :
David: ' Ma nem na David. ’ ‘My neme is 'David.‘ L
| Ya on nem ng weti? ' ' Hhatiis yéur'ndme?. - .
" Lucas: Ma nem na Luqas.— o W name 1is Luca.s.
Husay yu komot? Where are you f’rom? Tt
David: A komot fo Ainerica;{ ) .I ‘al from -Af_ngz;lca. . )

* . / . () ; ‘: ) ~
'Voc;.bula_rx' _ ' _ < EEE
gut: good. ‘ ) ' ‘ : > .

‘8l I . . R
- | ] .
a de:I am - _

! fayn:fine, good Yy

o ywoyew W .

i fo: Fo has many meanings. - In 't'.!:e/éxpres_sion, "Ha'fo yu?" it means

"about". In, "A komot fo...” it means "from". ,
mi tu: I also ; me, too S

, ya:* your _ . - - ‘
ya nem:your name b__ ; . A
‘na:' is’ '

! weti (wetin): vhat (literally:what t'ping)

! mal. my * 3 N ~

. mé nem: my name ‘ o i m/l : »

~ ya on nem: your name (hterally' you.r "Oon" (=own) is used thus .

o i, to put en:phuis on "your") o ] ' ©

i P . husuy where (11tera1.1y wm.ch side) g
- ¢ ! . 3 II-?




komot: come from (literally: code ou:)‘
Husay yu komot? : Where do-you come: from?
A'kgpgp-QQ Atierika: . I come from America.
Co T ™At neans Jtroa.)
e S B
-3. Other Typical Exchanges .
;o -e) A: ! Relkem BN |

- o

Tay yi (4ak yu).

N

. ‘,'

(Note that here

[y . 4
- .
a
- N
" .

Welcome (really means : ‘greetings
on your arrival) '

B: Thank you. .
: . ' - )
.A: ' Ha yu de? . How are you? ,
" B:- A vel. . _ I amvell., I am fine
b) A: Gut aftanun, e ) od afternoon. ‘
) d rran L ‘lpo a .
. B: Tag yu. . : = - Thank you. ' e
% A: . Huskayn nyus? What's the news?
- B: No bat nyus. ‘Nothing bad. (i.e. every .
, . - thing's fine.) |

: Gut ivnin.’

t) A
s #‘ B:  Ivnin, Ha ngj-
- o Ar Awvel., Ha fo yu?
. S}”'B: ,A de fayn. ' .
. h.ﬁ'ggggg .

a) Greetings accordihg to the time of the

Gut monin.
T . Monin. - -
: Gut aftanun., N
\ : s
Aftanun,

- Gut ivnin,

Ivnin,
oy
Any of
back, or by "Tay

greeting --a very current practice in Pidgin).

*

Good -evening.

' Good:eiehing. How are you? 4

I'm well., How are you?

I'm fine,

-~

-«

day:
Good morning.

Good afternoon.

Good evening.

o,

of)the above can be answered by the everygm phrase repeated
“yu" (i.e. you are thanking the person for his/her

A




.

b) Welkom \
. Ly ' .
This Pidgin expression has a broader meaning than the English
S ""Welcome", and is heard much more often in counversation. It is a ,
- . normal greeting to a person vho atrrives in your home, in your office,
in a place where you are sitting, or any place where you are installed
- and the other person joins you. . ' ' ”

- It is not just used to greet people arriving from a trip.
The person may just have joined you from across the street. "Welkow'
means, naturally enough, that the arriVng person is welcome. The .
response is always “Tap yu". ' : - ‘

" (Note however that Pidgin speakers do nét use "wélkgn" asia
response to "Thank you", as is the practicefTE-English). /




1. Dialogue | . _ .

Lucas:

2.

David, a salut!

[N

David, I greet y§ﬁ1

David: Tan yu, Lucas. B Thank you, Lucasgg':«
| Ha'yu'de?_ | How are you? '
Lucas: A wel. I'm well. e
Ha wok? , How is work? et
" David: I de-waka fayn. It'd going well. &-i
nLucaé: Weti yu kam du fo Kaserun? What have you come to do in
, : | , L - ‘Cameroon? . J
David: A kam tich fo kolej. ~ I've come to teach school.
| Husay yu de wok? | Where do you work?
~~Lucas: Mi a de wok fo pos ofis. Myself, I work at the Post Office
- David: I fayn. ' | That's fine. ' -
Lucas: Oke. A de'go. . ' OK,. I'm going.
David: Olrayt. Waka fayn. Alright. Go well. ;
Lucas: Tag yu an welkom fo Kamerun. Thank you and welcome to Cameroon.
. . - - _
o <
Vocabulagz.

Salut: To greet
wok: to work _ . ,
waka: numerous meanings, including: to walk, to travel, to 8O,

to succeed, to journey.

g

i: it, he, she. | )

I de waka: could mean: e works", "It is working fight",
™~ "He/she/it is travellimg."

I de waka fayn: It's working finé; it's going well.

Kam: to come ‘

du: to do

NN
fo Kamerun: In Cameroon (It 'could also mean: to Cameroon).

tich: ta#ch




‘Lesson 2

Kglejz secondary school
olrayt: .alright

 ang’

and

3. More typical greetings and variations

A: ;A salut:

B;

- Tag  yu. , -

- Ha yu slip?

’ A: A slip fayn.
Ha famili? -
‘B: Dem wel.

t

ﬁgml

4, Vocabﬁlagz
"slip (silip, shlip): to sleep

1i (fambru): fanily

de, dem: they
pikin: \thildren (child)

" ha p

ikin?:

-

I greet you.
Thank you.
did y?u sleep? -
. § nlept well.
How is (your) family?

Qt%' They are well.

How are (your) children?

5. Typical leave-taking expressions

ﬁaka

Sidoy (uhidgg) fayn: stay well (literaily. sit down fite)

to sit, to sit down, to live (in a place)

Sidon (shidon):
2 =¥ - to remain, to stay

6. Exercise:

fayn: go well

1. Ya uem na weti?
2. Husay yu komot?
3. Ha na?

4. Ha yu de?
5. Ha fo yu?
6. Ha wok?

7. Weti yu kam du fo Kamerun?

R TP

Ansver the following questions:

%

17
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8. Husay yu de wok? :
9. -Ha yu slip? | - .-

10. Yu de wok? | |
.’ | | » . ) ) . -t -
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1. Text : | , A I : o "
David na "trainee" fo Piskop. «D;¥id is a trainee in the Peace
. ‘ Corps.
I de sidog fo Mbalmayo. He is ataying‘in Mbalmayo.
~1 de go fo klas evri de fo len He goes to clash every day to - -
French an Pidgin. ' : learn- French and degxn. . ' T
Fo ivnin taym, I de chop plenti. In the evening he eats a lot. ' “
Afta dat, I de du i homugk. o After that . he does his homework. ) |
T de slip fo elevin oklok. ﬂe goes to bdd at eleven o'clock. ) |
. . : o .
. s | e _ . | N .
2. Vocabulary s - - e -
na; You have already seen "na" Lsed to mean "19". Anot%er form
of "na" is "bi", “Datid bi trainee fo Peace Corps” .
sidon (shxdgg)~r to stay, live, rennxn, dwell teupotaril* to sit _ .
fo: (see Lesson 1, Vbcabulary)- Another mean1ng of "fo"lxs "to". ' o
fo klas: to class; in class ot e
fo skul: to school, in school, at school
evri de: every day
len: to learn B ' L ,,; | e
ivnin‘Paym:, evening, evening time o : PR _ _- -
‘chop: to eat o ey \
| - afta chop: after eatiﬁg '
fé glevi;'oklgkz at eleven o'clock
, wich taym; (hustaym): what time? |
. R g

3. Answer the following questions on.the text

1. David na weti?

2. Husay i de sidgy?

_ 3. Husay i de go evri de?
T 4, Weti i de du fo ivnin taym?
5. Weti~{ de du afta chop?

ich taym i de slip? -




-

-_ Eglion-3

I de wok evri de. -

. .

4. Grammars: : Present Teﬁ - with "de" and subjecx prénoqna

The subject promouns ;;ﬁPidgin'ate (with variations in pgréniheaes):f

.

Singglar: - . o Plural:

‘a1 ' we' we
yu you o ' -wuna (vina)  you
i . he/she/it - dem (de) " ‘they

-

The present tense in Pidgin is usually 1nd1cated by. the presence of the

small word "de".

9

Subject + verb = A normal present temse structure ,

Examples:

" A de ste fo Bamenda.
Yu de'chgp,mgnki; .
I de wok plenti.
Wi ‘de kam évri mgnin,
" Wuna de len faym.
Dem de sidoq fo Kumba. . |

Note that the "de" form in Pidgin actually translatee several Englxsh

meanings.

Present Progressive (Action in progress)

I live in Bamenda,
~You are eating monkey.
He works a lot.
We come every morming.
You are learning well.

They are living in Kumba,

I de chop o He is eating (right now).
I de kam, ~ She is coming (right now).
Habitual . !

I de chop plenti.
: . eating now).

He eats a lot (though he is not necessarily

She works every day (though she is not

necessarily working right now).

" The present ténse neghtive is formed by using

/ .

.'.....no de......"

BN
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Lesson 3 o | |
N .oe _ I
Examples: - , T . : »
. s .-' .‘ . . -
A 09 de kam. _ I'm not coming, _ o .
, ' 1 ao de hye Pidgin., - - ~, He doesn't uﬂherstand Pidgin.
-6 T ) g (literally: He .doesn't hear
B - . . Pidgin). ¢
s Yuno de gor £ ) Aren't you going?
‘ Wi ne ‘de drink mimbo. . ‘We dom't drink alcohollﬁwine).
B Dem no de-tgk;Pidgin. They don‘t'spei‘kPidginﬂ'
5. Gramhar: agpesti‘on'%o-tds'. s . . : "_ R
. Below are some of the question yords ‘in Pi@gin:T . : 5ﬁ?"_ T
" Husay? v 7 vmeren . N
. Weti, (wetim)? . uhae? : | "
Wich taym (hustaym)? - When?
Ha (hau)? ’ How?
Hu? Husman? Who?
Way? (Fgseka weti?) Why?
) ' Wich” kayn (huskayn) What kind?.
‘Wich (hus?) © - Which?
Exgggles= - '
: Huisgy i komot? " ‘ -H-he.r‘-e is she from? ' «
Weti wuna 'de du? What are you doing? _ | "
Wich taym dem de go? - When are they going? - o
Ha yu de? - How are you? SN '
' Hu de tich Pidgin? ‘Who teaches Pidgin?
. Way yu no de slip? Why aren't you sleepinqz‘ Ve
Yu layk wich kayn chop? What kind of food do you' like?
Wi de go fo vich ples? ‘Which Place are we going?
6. Vocabulary ’ - : b | .
| vekop: to wake uwp . | | .
. drink (arig)s “to drink o L

rayt: to write
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“bay: to buy L . ,
luk:  ‘to look at; to-find T
si: to see

,”toké to talk .

%hye: Qo hear; to under tand

: to botbet

.kayi: to carry

‘fg;e;n to live; toflivé at, .remajn (used very much like "sidoy")
. res: uq0 rest -,"' i 7- ' _ '
' naké' to knock to 1:, to bept : - | » o
layk: to like - ' = t -
ples: plﬂce } J/)’/r R | ' ' N

'maket: market L

. mimbo:” usually refers to alcohol1c drinks (beer, wine, palm wine, etc.)-
but can also simply refer to any drxnk hard or soft.

swit mlmbo soft drinks (literally:
'haus: house ° - '

“~

sweet.drxnk)

Anawerfthe follcwing;gpédtions orally'ih Pidgin: : !

~

* WIGh taym yu de’ wekop fo monin tayu?
Z'JFYu layk wich kayn chop?
3. Wetx “de hambok .yu plenti?
,4: 1Wet1 yu de bay fo maket ? y
- :'._s.rwu de hye Ewondo? o
i .i

te ¥ ﬁw Busay wuna de ste? ',"

-

| f ’_ZF Fo wxch“taym wuna de enta £o klas?

T WS TR T T T

.( . ) B

.
e
Tus
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1. Grammar I{ More fqtiupbfftﬁ;,éefb:"fa 5&"'iﬁf?iﬂﬁi! N ? o

The Engligh verb "to be! can be expressed ,in several diffétéi&<\.. T

', . ways in_Pidgin&

it is

I de chop.

You have airégdy'geéﬁ the word "de"
used as an auxiliary to.a.verb..

A d‘igo. | :

s
according to meaning.or context, ... .- e -
as a form of "to be", when . . . -v
. S S . 8 :
. : ¢ - Yoo .'!h'- ‘. ‘,.-".‘ 1‘.‘;"
: ) TR
I am going. e A

He/She is eating.

"De" ‘in this context is a tense marker; it indicates that the action is

Present - that it is.going on
* you will see more uses of "de".

In Iater'leasons;

-In this lesson, two more fdtmb of the verb "to be" are introdu ed:

: “Mna and "bi".-
that is,

(It is a...;
That is, aoo..o
He is....

. o .

v

Examples: ' T
Na buk dis,

‘Na nyu fbet.
Pgter'na big man.
Petef'bi big hgn.
Na fqyn-:od dat?
No, no bi fayn wan.

‘ Na wowo rod. ]

- Though "na" and "bi"
interchangeable.

I ST

They aren't.... etc.)

mean the same thing,
Note how in certain
9hilﬁiin another, the other form is used.

These two words: are used to identify people or objetts,
to say who or what- they -are. _ '

.This is a book, (literally:
It is a book, thig) - '

It is a hgw'éhirg :

Peter is an important person,
.« Peter is an important person. .

Is that a good road?

No, it is not a gb@d.oné. '

It is a . bad road., -

L]

they are not always
situations one form is used,




Y L, Afhmuve “7"'-' v e Negié.i.vg;:, A m o
vl Befboms v ogtop'wit - . ::..g.:.é'. b
p : . Petér na big mar’ ;"Z_m“--.' o SR »_ o :
» A . | Peter bi b1g m ' . Petet no b1 b),g man
: '. _"". -, __ Objacta'_ ‘ "na" only L :' - .: "hb b‘" Cob e S
TRREE e s fayn haus "'.g T ng bi. fayn haud,. ..:-_-._!';-"_'."_' B
g X et S B
o-e:’.' h"“"'. ‘"-qan------—"‘zsu‘;'l!;a . * _._.:--"“- R '-‘_ ' “s ' - : ) ) o ‘ |
o | '_In-» ffxmuve atatements. . [ ' o U ’
. " ' " 'Na" can. be usedotm;h Eerson or: ob]ects. : -
| "Bx" is uged only w:.t:\i persons . _ - m g
In negative statements_. . ) : ) | -
' "No bi" is alw:;ys used. ("Na" never appeara m the negat:.ve )
Finally, aote that you can use "na" and "no bi" mthout a subJe.ct
‘ or pronoun preceedmg them.
Na ol man. o ~ He i.saho'lglman‘.
No bi ygg man. . . He is.not a young man. o
o In this sense they can mean "He is....", "She is...," "it i's,.'..," etc.
¥ With "bi", however, you need a subject or pronoun before.. e
v o . , . : : | ™~ -
' ?bi‘gl man, - ‘He is an old man. :
2 GCrammar II: The Plural Marker '"Dem' _ ' . 3 B
"Dem" is _uae'd /as a plural marker when no number precedes ‘the noun. It
' follows the word it modifies. - '
1 _a) singular: Na buk-dis. This is a book.
‘ ' plural: Na buk-dem dis. . Thege arg books. P
- i .'b) ‘singular: Na wuman dia.. This is a woman., - ' .@ﬁ.
‘ " plural:  Na wuman-dem dis. ~ .These are women. | ' —\L
¢) singular: Dat man de dans. That man is dancing,
plural: Dat man.dem de dans. Those men are dancing. ‘v
' \ ' e _ ‘ )
|
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b, Yerammar IV:

: "Get" neans “to have",

\Eégggles;

3
I

!.Giiﬂ.nr‘lli-ﬁ .

"no get"

"to possess".
Note that it needs no auxiliary ("de") in the Present

Ita negatxvo form is -

A get moni.
!u'gef moto?
_Déﬁ_ﬁg'get kago.
‘Wi ﬁo get chop.

I get bele.
Dem.no get sens.
I get mot.

A get moni _
'Yu no get chans. .
‘Bele no get Sonde.

a- o

A
3

Comparisons

-

_\w;))}/.‘.

I have wmoney.
Do you have a car?

- They don't have any baggage.

We have no food.

. get" is vety'xdxomatxc in degxn and 1s found Ln many exptessxons.. SR

She is prggnanth
("she'hag a belly")

They are stupid.
("they have no sense")

He is loud-mouthed.
("he has a mouth")-

I am rich,

You are unlucky.

. (" you have no luck“)'

- The belly doesn t get a dgy off
(a "Sunday“)

) -

Sihple comparisons are made in Pidgin by usxng the word "pas"

" ("more than..." or "past...")
Dis rod fayn pas dat wan.
Douala big pas Yaoundé.

Ren de fol fo Kamerun pas
Chad. "

Dat mimbo dye pas ol.

Lo ' . : N ; o !
. . ;
A. Nouns ‘ ‘
. chyes chair
‘shet: shirt
trdsa ‘(trosis): trousers,
T pants.

This road is better than that one.
Douala is bxgget than Yaoundé
It rains more in Cameroon than in Chad.

That beer (wvine, etc.) is more
expensive than all others. ‘ (or)

'.Ihaﬁ_beer is the most expensive.

- N A
buk: book -

“botul (botru): - bottle

tebul (tebol): table

¢
N .

-

25
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. shué: shoe®

" fawl:

-~

bie-bie (hia-bia): hair
kwa: bag, sack

moni: money |
ngongo: tin can
stik: tree, stick

bif:' any kind of animal =

hen, cock

" dok fawl: duck

‘fut: foot, leg .
han: hand, arm ] )
- Adjectives - "'. —
nyu: new J
ol: old
yoy: young »
big: big , '
- smol: small, little,'
a‘little
fat: . fat '
dray: thin, dry
lgé; long e
" shot: short N ¢
fayn: good ’
wowo: bad, ugly )

kayn ba kayn: v){éeq, different

Review Text for Lesson 4. .

“~
‘graun (gron):

‘maket: market '’

rums

.blak:

witi Masa PFru fg'toc:

5bavid de mitop

(David meets up with Mister Fru on the road)

David: FPru! Ha na?

. Frﬁzvifayn bo, ha fo yu?

DRV
’ .

. Fru!

wuman: . woman

ground, floor _'
earth, world .

poket: pocket.
"room

moto (motua): car, vehicle

 bush; bq;h,‘forest

bush bif: wild animal

rot (rod): road

kago: goods, merchandise,.

: baggage
troy: hard, difficult, strong t
dye: expensive ' '
klin: clean ¢

doti: dirty - | .-
ﬁaye: narrow "~

ret (red): red
grin: green
black.
plenti: = mych, a lot
hot: hot, upset

kol: &old, calm

somkayn: strange oL
r~

How are you? -

Fine, my friend. How hré%yodth 3




w
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David:

,Dav1d°
| Fru: - No, Bamenda fayn pas ol

Ha fo -
. ¥a wuman an ﬂikin-dem? '

Mi tu-a de fdyn.

Fru: Dem ol de fayn _
David: Husay yu de go so?
F A de go mi fo Bambui mnket.
‘David.“ Way yu de ga fo Bambui?

_ . Bamenda no get maket?
Fru: 1 geﬁ’am. Bet mnkac-dam de

-~ kayn ‘Ba kayn. o
Bambu1 maket fayn pas

Na big-big maket._

I Gor
plenti kago. _

David: So way yu de go yu ‘
# fo wowo maket? -

- =r

Fru: Ng di wowo maket. .

Na bush- meket .
plenti bushbif,

David: Bamenda ng get bushbif?
Pru;

I get

I get am, bet i dye plent1 .
fo Bamenda. pyghhis

no dye fo Bambui. A de go’
. mi fo bay bushbif,

David: Na so. Olrayt: Waka fayn,

Notes on the Text

' In expressions such as:

a é& go mi... .
yu de go yu...

-I'm fine, too. °,

'.It does hqve,
g d1ffetent. SR

"to buy bush meat. "¢ .
Okay.

;1_9 _
ow are your
" wife and childte ? T

i

* They' re. all well

Hhere are you going’ like that?
I mhmg to 'the. Bambui mrket:.

—

-Why are 'you going to qubui?
'Doesn t Bamenda have a market?

_But mnxketo are

... .

I8 the Bambui market Better than :
' the Bamenda one? ° '

_; No, ‘Baménda “i3 better ghan any,

It's a huge market. I has
lotg of merchanﬁ1ae.;h :

So why are you going to a bad
tmrket?

.It 8 not a bad market..

It is g bush.narkett It has a

lot of bush meat.
Bamenda doen't have bush meat?

."It does, Bat it's expensive in

Bamenda. Bush meat isn' t )
‘expensive in Bambui. ~I1'th.going &

Have ‘a good trip

.‘ ./"

-
PR

The second pronoun (mi yu) is simply put in for emphaaiu%

¢ .
. - N
. ’ .
. 4 . . .
Y i - K
.~ - . ‘
.
.

]
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1.

" Matina bon fo pikin: :

o

LESSON 5

Text | ‘ .. i

Mista Pru na klak fo poo ofis

fo Mbalqpyo.

-1 mari tu wuman an i get

sevin pikin,

Di nomba wan wuman i nea na
Hatina

tri ‘man
pikin an wan “wuman - pikin, -

Di no‘ba tu wuman i nem na
Menjana. .

jana bon eri pikin. 01 i
pikin na wuman pikin.

‘Mista Pru i papa an’ i mama
- dem de fo Bamenda.

I papa i nem na Papa Fru an i
mwama i nem na Mami Pru.;u.

Dis na Mista Fry i famili.

Mr. Fru is a clerk at the
,Mbalmayo post office.

""He_has two wiveo asnd seven
children. -

The first wife's name is
Matina.

" Matina has (borne) four !:hildrenz

three boys and one gzrl.

The second wife's name is
Menjaua.

Menjana has (borne) three children.
All her children are girls.

Mr, rru s’ father and mother
(parents) are in Bamenda.

His father's name is Papa Fru and

~ his Mother's name is'Mami Pru.
This is Mr. F;u s famiiy.




Lesson $ : . o . T

2. Vocabulary L «
Mista;  Mister; Mr.
klak: clottc*“’/
' .mafi: i to marry, to be msrried (to)
_nomba wan (fes): First. Adjectival numbers, or positions,

are indicated in Pidgin by adding the word

- “nomba " before the figure. Thus "nomba " tu"
(sekon): second; "nomba tri: third; "nodba ten":

tenth.
wumdn: ; - woman, wife N
bon: . " give birth\ .
. di:{f‘ ' _'A ~ the '"_;
dis: " this
Mikin:. child’
man pikin: male child, Boy
wuman pikin: - female child; girl ' ~
paba an m;ms: parents (this can also mean "father and mother'')
0: o . OF -

| 3. _Q@encions on the text

1. Husay Misga Fru de wok? o
2. Wich kayn wok Mista Fru de du.fo ‘pos ofis?
3. Ha meni wuman Mista Fru mari?

~ 4. Dem nem na weti?

5. 'Hu bi nomba wan wuman? - /</
6. Ha meni pikin di nomba wan wuman bon?"
7. Dem nem na weti? s e

8.. Hu b nomba tu wuman?

'9. Ha meni pikin ‘di nomba tu wuman bon?

10. 'Dem nem na weti?s o .
11. Mista Fru get ha meni man pikin-ﬁg&?- .

. [4
3

o e
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¢

12, '1 3gt-ha meni wuﬁnn pikin.dem?

13. Mista Fru i papa an i mams dem de fo Mbalmayo? Husay dem de?

- 14.. Mista Pru i famili big o i smol? =~ .

4, Voéabular} iI; Numbers

| , 1. wan C 6. siks , ¢
3. tri (tiri) ' 8. et (eyt)
P 7. : : oo OO . .
5. fayv (fayf) . 10. ten (wan tali) -
~ N.B.: Im certain pafts of the country (Douala, Nkongsamba and most -
. : Bamileke areas) the unit “ten" is referred to as "tali”. -
‘ 12, twef-(wan tali tu) 17, sgevintin (wan tali sevin) -
" 13, tetin (wan tali tri) 18. etin (wan tali et)
14, fotin (wan tali fo) -19. nayntin (wan tali naym)

15. fiftin (wan tali fayf) 20. twenti (tu tali)

21. twenti wan (tu tali wvan)

22. twenti tu (tu tali tu)

30. teti (tri tali) ‘
‘ 100. wan hgndret; hon; (ten tali) .
165. wan hondret an siksti fayf (sikstin tali fayf)
1000. wan tosin (wan tausin); wan to

1. elevin (wan tali wan).  16. sikstin (van tali siks)
|
|

.5. Grammar I: Possessive adjectives

" Possessive adjectives in Pidgin always precede the nouns they
qualify. They are: '

¢ . Singular" o Plural
| | ma my _ - wi our
? ya- your - . - wuna your .
| i his/her/its dem their '

e
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. Na ma buk dis. ‘ This is my book.
Na ya shet dis. o .. This is your shirt.
I pen de fo tebul., = ~ His pen is on the table.
Wi chop de fo pot. ' ‘ Our food is in the pot.-
Wuna fren.dem de fo haus. Your friends are in the house. - i
-Na dem pikin-dem dat. - _ Those are their children. . e
Na John i buk dis. -~ This is John's book.
Na Nancy i tebul dat. . . . pae is Nancy's table. |
Na Mary an Tom dem papa dat. That is Mary and Tom's fatjper.
. : : »
N.B.:_ When a person or a noun is the possessor, "i" (singular) or "dem" . . L4
(plural) must: come between the possessor and the noun, ‘
Na ma moto dis. ’ This is my car.
But: Na ma kombi i moto dat._ : That is my friend's car.
"Na vi haus dis. ' This iﬁ our house. ~
But: Na Mary an Ton_dcn haus dat. That is Mary and Tom's house.
L ~ 4
6. Grammar II: , Pogsessive Pronouns ‘&--'
Possessive pronouns in Pidgin are formed b simply adding' the word "on" .-
(like the English word "own") to the possessive adjectives above. LT —
Singular ' Plural .
ma on: mine 7 wi on; ours
.ya on: yours ' wuna on: yours
. ion: his/hers/its ~ dem on: theirs
Exgggles:Q ‘ . . o . ,
' No Biayalbuk dia. This ianis your book.
Na ma on. . | - : It"s mine. |
. y | :
Ma nem na Mary. . My tame is Mary '% ,
Weti bi ya on? \ Whgi'slyouta?_ | -
. . v ) . he i
Wi moto de.fo rod. Our car is on the road.
_ Husay dem on de? ) Where is theirs? 4 |
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T. Questions

A number of question vords were presented in the Grammar Section of
Lesson 3. Another way of asking a question is simply. to raise the »

8. Drllls _

* intonation of the last vord of a sentence.

»
Na ya tebul dis?

Na i pencil afer
Na wuna buk dem-dls?

A) Model sentence: Na ma haus.

~

Is this your table?
Is that hls penc1l?

Are &hese your books? - e

Qi o Na wi haus. o ”
Joseph . Na Joseph i haus. -
wuna Ceeeteeenees coes {
Mary - ceestescnsnssns e
’ Joseph_aﬂ Mary = ceeeenn ceetsssne
* ya ' . j......... ..... ’
" ma Ceeececaseneeenns

wi
yu
Jucas
Lucas an Marie
Wuna
- Elisabeth
Dem
A !
9. Vocabulg;y'III:(éﬁpplementary)
| broda? [ brother
e : .sista: sister

_m(mua) : husbahd

big mami:(gran mama):

!
-

big paps: (gran papa):

eeeeee ¢o0 0 00p0000 00000

- i

g S ¥

. . 3

grandfather '
grandmother
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papa: father | : : . _ '. ' h o -“‘
oo I TN, { '
. mama: mother .o _ _ R

onkul (mamn/papa i Brodt): uncle
ant} (mamn/papa i sista):  aunt
moyo: male in-law, btother-in~1&u

- munya: female in-law, sister-xnﬂlaw/

mbany;° co~wife. In a polygamous ﬁome the women (wives) are
: ' “mbanyi" to each other.

N.B.: Pidgin does not use words like ephew. niece. Nephews. nxeces,
-—-w__cousins, are al}] called ”btoda' or "sista". Other varxatxona would

include: '/

Ma mama i sista i pikin. / - My aunt's chxld (cousxn) !’

Ma broda i pikin; o My brother's child

(niece, nephew).

a8

10. Exercise:
Translate ‘the following sentences into Pidgin: |

Example: This is my book. Na ‘ma buk dis.
" These are your brothers.  Na ya broda-dem dis.

1. This -is my shirt.
2. That is his chair.
3. Those are her sisters.
4. This is our class.
Those are your bobks.
6. This is Ronald's momey. ‘ &
7. This is Mary's aunt. |
8. That is (name of trainee)'s table
9. This is mine. | '

10. That is theirs. ‘
11. Aas;gggeﬂt fo;§;:m0rrbw | : .

Prepare a small preaentation of your family includ;ng the .
following information: .

1, Your name, job, where you are from.

2. whether'your family is large or amnll.
""3. Your parents' names, their jobs, vhere they are.
4y Your brothort'lniotorn ‘names; their jobo, vhere they are.

’

u- - . B R ;..'. -

- O s e -




LESSON 6

¢

1. Text: John na Volontie

John na volontie fo Pis Kops.

v

" A) John is a Peace Corps Volonteer.
O | de wok fo Kgpretf% fo Mbouda.’ He works with the cooperatives
o Mbouda de fo Wes Provins. " °  at Mbouda. Mbouda is in the
1 no fawe fo Bafoussam. Western Province. It's nat far
, o / - from Bafoussam. o
B) John de wekop evride fo siks - John gets up every day at six
oklok. I de wosh i mot, den i .0'clock. He brushes his teeth
HMHEPE!iMakinlmﬂlmde.nye.klgp, den and then takes 'a.bath. He puts
1 drink ti. Afta dat i de go fo = on his clothes and then eats’
wok. I de wok wit plenti fama breakfast. He goes to work after
fo Wes Provins. that. He works with many farmers .
‘ o ) . in the Western Province.
C) Fq twef oklok, wen wok finish, -At twelve when work is done, he
i de go kwik-kwik fo haus hurries home because he is very
-foseka se i de hye hongri bat. hungry. When he's eaten to his
' Wen i chop  beleful, 1 de.slip - fill, he lies in the sun uantil
fo son sote tu gklok, den i go two o'clock then leaves for
fo -wok egen. . work again. , :
D) Wok de finish fo haf fayv fo ~ The work day finishes at 5:30 p.m.
ivnin. Wen John rich haus, When John gets ligme he takes off
i.de muf klos. I de wye . _his clothes. .changes into
spots klos fo ple futbol. his sports cld¥nes to play footb?fr?
E) Fo ivnin taym John de hye In the evening, John listens to

‘redio o i rayt leta fo i
kolhat fo Bamenda. I de slip
'fo elevin oklok fo nayt.. Taym
we i de slip, i de memba i
kalhat. -

2. - Vocabulary

Kopretiv: cooperatives )
fnwé: far away

skin: body

klos: clothes

ti: teas(“ti" is usually used to include what: is
. breakfast, be it coffee, cocoa,

fama s garmer
T kwik<kwik:
wit (witi): "~ with

©

quickly, hufriedly, in a hurry

to the radio or writes to his ~ -
sweetheart in Bamenda. He goes.
to bed at eleven p.m. While in

. bed, he thinks of his sweetheart.

'Y
- wekop: to get up.
wosh: to wash .
¢“ot: mouth -
N .

\

taken_during
tea, etc.)

i

\

6.

34
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. Lesson 6

3.

aoée-(sute)z until

wich taym (huotayn, husknyn tayno ‘when

way

fayv (haf‘pas fayv): half past five o

haf o
; mf: take off; remove; take avay; - (also, "go away!")g 3
pipol (pipul): people - . J:y}

(foseka weti): ~ why | o

bikos (foaeka se): because

swit

(shwit) s sweet ; .

8pots klosi gym shorts; sportswear, sports attxté
kolhat: sweetheart (i.e., the one whd makes your heart cool and nice)
memba: to think about; .to tenenbet, to tecall

futbol: football | | | :

o evri de: -every day. . {

¢

Questions on the Text-

1.

) 2 .

3.

4,

17.
18.
19.
20.
21,

- Wich taym John de vekop evri de?

- Wich taym wok de finish fo' aftanun? .

Hu bi-John?

Husay i de wok? )

Husay Mbouda de? _

Mbouda fawe fo Bafoussam? 1 fawe fo Yaounde?
Na wetin i de wosh? ’

I de drink kofi fo monin taym?

‘Wen i ditink ti, husay 1 de go?

Joln de wok wit wich kayn p{poi?

‘Wich taym wok de finish fo'monin?

Husay John de 80 wen wok finish?
Foseka uec1 i de go fo haus kw1k-kw1k?
Wen i beleful, wvetin i de du?

"I de slip sote tri oklok?

Weti i de du afta slip?

Way John de muf klos fo aftanun? ‘

Weti'Joﬂn de du fo ivnin taym? > e
Husay Jobm i kolhat de? ’

Wich taym Jobn de slip? | o

Taym ve i de slip.ﬁi dé membs i mama an i paﬁn?

35




ggsson 6
h Grammar - Several more gsgg és of. the-word de"'

i % A) "De,, used .as a verb ;} itself, serves as a. "locator that 1s,
v _ B £ tells where persons or thlngs are, S i
gggggiea' ;'g_-.f o o . C f
A de fo klaa. B ' " I'm in class.
‘ Dem de fo va. . . 1 They are in the bar, .
Wuna de fo Kumba.. = - - You are-in Kumba.
San-FrancisCB de fo America. ~ San Franciscq is in America.
Husay ya kolhat de? ' j;- Where is your sweetheart? -
C e B) In addition to being a marker for the present tense, "de"
, . . . 8lso indicates habitual actions, as we have already seeh.
o " Examples of present and habitual tenses: &
t A de sing. \ ' ' - I'm smnéing. L
. & de chop. : o _' " He's eating. ' ‘ o i”"
Wi de laf; | ’ " ° We are 1aughing. ‘ |
- Yu de drink ti -evride.’ . You drink tea everyday.
- Dudley de drlnk Bofot. evrlde. | Dudley” drinks Beaufort everyday. .
o | Susan de rayt leta evride. Susan writes letters everyday- |
Yu de slip fo son evride. " You lie in the sun everyday.
C) "De" at times is an indicator of a ‘subsequent action. )
Wen + Subject + Verb - Subject + "de" + Verd
(finished actlon without "de"), (Subsequent actlon)
Examples: B ' o
Wen a drig ti, a de go fo wok. - After drinking tea, I go to work. ‘ B
.. Wen John slip, i de memba i John dreams of his sweetheart
kolhat. o after he goes to sleep.
_ Qen a chop, a de res. '’ T rest after I eat. )
B "N.B.: - You will have notlced that the verb "to be" can be repreagnted ' LT
. by three forms in Pidgin: "na", "bi" » and "de". Knowing when :
" and how to use any of the forms depends ollot on practice. : ' [

However, it will help if you know that "na" and "bi" can be
followed by a noun or an adjective while "de" is usually
followed by another verdb or a preposition.

e

B
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 Examples:

1 de wok plenti -

John'na"volontié'fg_ ‘Piskops. John is a Peace Corps Volunteer, (noun)
A bi fayn ticha, ' '_ I'm a good teachnr. (adaectxwe + noun)
A de fo haus. | T'm in the house. (preposition)

L]

-#Ha/shn works a lot. (verb)

Supplementary Vocabulary

Ten: rain : .
kofi: coffee ‘ .

ovaltin: ovaltine or chocolate drink
fut: foot, Leg 

hed (het):' head .

bie-bie kbia-biajz hair

nek: neck . "

bele: ° stonach belly

| finga £o han: fingers

finga fo fut (tos): toes
mbanga (banja): ribs
bak: back )

- ches: chest ' | '

fes (feys): face
ie (ia): ear

nos: nose '
tit: teeth, tooth _
tog: tongue ' - x L

" han : hand, arm
las: buttocks '
bele fulop (bele ful)z full stomach, :at to one's fil} |

de (e.g. A de de) there (;fn there).




Lesason 6
6. Exercise I ' )
Answer the following iﬁds;iona: ¥
1. Husgi Philadelphia dé?.- j;
2. Husay Bafqussam de? . | S e
3. Foseka wet:i wuna de fo Klllx‘\ln? o
4. Hich taym wuna de wekop fo monin? R
5;_ Husay,ya big mama'de?- ' o -
6. Wetin yu de cﬁgp fo monin?
* 7. Wich taym wuna de go'ﬁg klas?
8. Wuna de wuna hamnni'ﬁghklas?
- 9. jHusay ya haus de? e
10. Yu de ple wich kayn gem fo hye?” ~ - A

Exerciserli

- Complete the following sentences in your - own words usxng "de".
Examplg. Wen a weko peeccas Nen a wekop, a de quh ma Qgt.

.t¥ Wen a muf kloq,,....,... )

2. Wen a rich fo haus,......

Y Wen a kQHEF_ﬁQ."E#-:°°°r.". o v i

5. wen nayt riCh,o.oiolooooo I
6. Wen wi moni finish,...:..

7. Ven ma mama veks,........

8. Wen yu get wun fo fuc,..... »

9- wen ren fgl,-.'--.-.“.... . -

10. Wen a pas examnashgp.}.....' _ ) i;;-.:;'
Exercise III .

Ansver the following queatzons ih degin.

' 25Q1e° What do you do after Wen a wosh ma skin, a de
- your bath? - v wayp ma skin.

1. What do you do when you get up in the morniug? '
© 2, " What do_you do after eating in the .evening?
3. How do you feel when class is over.for the day?

i

e

4. Wen klas finish,...0.ovves S rf-. L -f\;;;

A °




" Lasson 6 | - i

b, Hhat do you do when you cakn off your clbtheo? ;/;i {_‘;'»
- 5, Hhat do. you do when che wveather ia nlce? R

"‘Assignment

For the next class, Prepare a preaentAtxon on "A Day in“SEQ‘Life'of
~‘a Trainee". You should describe your actions on a typic day at
.. the training centre. (It may be a: weekday or a weekend) . Your
" presentation should follow a chronologxcal order. '

-~y
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- LESSON 7

N

Lucas: Tumoro na poblxk holxde. Tomorrow is ampublic holiday. .
.Skul no go bi. There will be no classes.
David: As skul no de tumoro, -Since there's no class tpomorrow,

‘.a go wak_p fo shap-shap
monin.

I will get up,very early in the
' My ¢

Mi an ma kombi morning. riend and I will s
g0 go ‘bush._ 4 .80 into the country. f
" Lucas: Weti wuna go du fo de? . What will you do there? ’ 'L
"David; ‘Wi go go fo maket fo We'll go to the market 'at my '
: ma kombi i ton. friend's village. _
Lucas: Weti wuna go du afta? What will you do after that? - _
David: A go sabi ma kgmbi i - I will meet my friend's'familyf ;
' famili, _ . S '
Lucas: Yu go slip fo bush? Will you spend the pight in the country?
. David: No-o, a go kam bak fo ' " No, I shall return to Mbalmayo in
' - Mbalmayo fo 1vn1n. the evenxng. y
Lucas: A beg, yu go brxg me Please, will you brxng somethxng '
som fayn tin fo chop. nice to eat for me?
David: Olrayt. If bushbif de All rightn if there's game in the -

2.

‘poblik holide:

' kombi (bo; fren): ' , ,
'bush: ”word has several meanings depending on the context. : "

fo maket, a go brip yu
fayn wan. Ha fo yu?
- Weti yu go du tumoro?

market, L'll bring a nice piece for
;' you. What about you? What will you
do tomorrow? :

Lucas: A go slxp mi di hol de. 7 I shall sleep the whole day.
‘David: I fayn. A wan go fiks ‘That's¢fine. I want to go arrange
kago. Wi go si smol taym. my luggage. See you soon.
‘Vocabulary Y o

tumoro: tomorrow

‘public holiday

skul: . school, élasses

_as: sxnce, as

shap-shap monin: very edfiy in the morning (see the section on adverbs)
friend

A}

n stand for: It can-

farm; forest, country, bush._

- als8 serve as an adjective. : - _
.o . : * & -

L]
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N

S
; f | bulh Gohvain.-kau -fawl. etc.): wild (pig. cow, hen/cock etc )
= “' ubi: . to meet (it usually means:  to knotl) . ' ‘u '
1. o oon:in: ' ' ‘

1]

.}k. )F

.4

something -

fiku
' *'4?, amol taym:
’ ‘bush bif:

dus
3

T tom

S
4

-3,

*v

T

) .

.o. .-5'._.

‘ ,'20

. kam

‘A bqu
. fayn:
I {.wanﬁ
' kago:
Ry wan: alone.

Questions’on the Text o

wholc. hole _
arrang.. pack; repair
soonf L -j. - ST ~
t:o do R ' _
homa, village; town B o
bak: to return g
‘please (I-beg) .,
nxce. fine: 3ood
vant . . '
luggagc, load R .

by oﬂeulf s

J'
2..;

‘a L.
I\mro na weci‘?

Skul go bi tunoro?

3.
4,

7.
'...8'
“9..

C 10,

11,

13¢

14,

15,

" 1 gb-go fo bush i 'wan? M®aa hu 8¢ go fo bush.
_Ueti dem go du fo bush. * o ~' N )

_Ucti Dnvid van 30 du m?
Wich tam dem go oi egen?

Wich .l;ayn navid go wekop?
Hay i go wekgp fo .shap slug\ monin’

f W

_.Dem 8o, go maket fo hysay. e ,

Afu mket. dm go kam bak darét 1s Hbalmayo? thi d- go du?
David go slip fo bush? - ' : ®
Wich taym David go kanm bak fo Hbal nayo?

‘Weed 1. .go brig fo Lucu? - _.",'.:_:___ : T_.:. RS

Weti Lucas’ "o du tmrq? “a :-.“_.. TR
Way i go slip di hol m L |




. Lesson 7

-

' Grammar:

The Fﬁtdre Tenae »

The future tense in degin is formad by addxng the auxxlxaty "go"

before the verb.
r'd

Present

’

a) SubJect + de +-verb )“

b) Subject + b1 + noun'

" Examples
Present ) hs
‘a) A de rayt leta.’
.+ I de chép koko.
Wuna de len Pidgin.
Dem de go fo.maket.
“'b) A bi trainee.
* Peter bi drayva.

}

N.B.: In the sentence: "Dem g0 go‘fg

verb "to go" while the first "'go"

i ¢ géﬂchgp koko.

R
. «

" - Future .
——————

'-S;Lbject + go + very

Subject + 30'3 bi. + foun 'f@»

Future

A go rayt leta.

Wuna go. len Pidgin.'
Dem 'o go fo maketg
A’ go bi traxnee. v BT .
Peter go bi drayva. -

maket", the second "go" is the
is the future marker. The

second "go" 1is pronounced with a hxgher pitch than the, first.

The future tense with,"go + verb” in Pidgin cotresponds to "shall/w111 +

verb" in English. .

_There is also a kind of 1mmediate future in Pidgin, which is used when

you are literally "on your way" to-do something right away.

by using the combination: Sub]ect +

Th;s is formed
de g_ + verb. .

Note the following comparxson of forms'

" Present

.A de ple;_
Wuna de fayt.

I de kuh...

Immediate Future

A de.go ple.
* Wuna de go fayt.

I de go kuk.
2 " -

I'm going to play (right away).
I'm on my way to play (right away).

o

I am playing. = . ' E
You are fighting,'
She's cooking.

You're going to fight (right away).
You're on your way to. fight (right away).

She's going to cook (right away).
She's on her way to cook (right away).

4

-«

42

‘It is a general future tense. ' e
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A g0 ple. .+ I'will play. (could be fairly soon in- .“.-. :
Wuna go fayt. ~ You will fighe. the future; could be | .7
Igokuk. She will cook. fairly distamt). 2

o D R ’ . ‘

: Neg"ative (Puture; Immediate Fufure) .

The negative of the Future Tense (....80...) and the Immediate
Future (...de go....) is formed by adding "no" before "go" apd
"de go" respectively, o

Examples . ) ' '“ i ’ ‘ ~5
a) 1. A go ple. . A no go ple.
2. ‘Wuna go fayt. Wuna no go fayte.
3. I go kuly. ) 1 n_é_'. 80 kk;k.
4. Dem go kam, : & = - Dem,no. go kam.
3+ Yu go chop. ) : Yu do go chg_p.‘
b) 1. A de'go ple. . A ng de go ple.
‘2. Wuna dc; go fayt. i Wuna no. de go fayt.,
3. I de go kuk. -~ ' -p n_g'_'de' 80 kuk, | . N
4.'Dem de go swin. Dem no de go swim‘:‘

b

5. Grammar: Emphatic Pronouns

Emphatic 'Pronou(ns,' és,the name suggests,. are pronouns that aro‘
used to emphasize nouns or other pronouns. The following are -
the emphatic Pronouns in Pidgin: . : '

i

Singular - " Plurdl : B .
_ mi (misef) mysélf wi (wisef) ourselves |
Q yu (yusef)  yourself wuna (wunasef) yourselves ‘.
i (isef) himself/ der (demsef) themselves L T
. hergelf/ ‘ ' '
’ its&lfq . _ .
Ex-ﬂies : ._ | . o ' _ ,
a) A-go élipy:_ di hol de. ’ ~ (myself) 1 wi_.l'lpléep’ the whole day. | _
b) Dem de'go dém smol taym. | They (themselves) will be leaving soon.
c) John de ple i futbol. (He) Jghn is playing football, -
\ . | » L) '
¢ ;-
- ke . \ ) i
- v [ ¢ 43 ‘ L L
v a ]
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6. Gramﬁar:. Adverbs : - . " | | B I

_ Often. adverbs are foymed by doubling words in degxn, that is
a word is repeated tvice. Exanplea.

A " olol o complecely ' T }
. nau nau (pa na) » immediately .
y kwik kwik _~  quickly
K wel'welb E really well
' smol aqgl"' L . gradually '
agfli sofli - “slowly, quietly | .
fayn fayn . . rea}lx fine S o ,
trog troy - -7 steadily, heavily, unceasingly
shap shap . very early
'Exggglesz.' - C -Q |
' Masa Tom de waka kwik kwik; . Mr. Tom is walking quickly. -
Ren ‘de fal troy. trog It's raining heavily.
' Wet mi, a de kam nau nau. - Wait for me, I'm coming immediately.
7. Supplementary Vocabulary N -
" afta tumoro , - . the day after tomorrow ‘
- afta y;stede‘ ""“i;’ - the day before yesterday
neks wik . next week .
) neks -mun - . next month - )
neke yie = . b " next year | *
koko o _ codoyam
Monde _Monday -
Txusde : ‘ ) - Tuesday
Wenesde - Wednesday
Tosde SO Thursday : N ,
Frayde - : ’ - Friday . . ]
Satude - " Saturddy )
Sghde , : ., Sunday (In é}rtain areas especially’
B : in the Northwest Province, oo
\ there is a "Kontri Sonde"),
¢ '
, d o
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7) Leason Lesson 7
8. Rxerciu ) ' .
Change the fouowiug sentmu into the future. You ¢an use one

of the following time markers: afta tumoro, neks vik, neks mm, etc. e

For ennplez A de res. A go res. (or) A go res tumoro,

Lo l. + David de bqy bush bif fo Lucn
2. John de memba i kolhat.
3. Lucas an David dem de go fo bush.
-4{ Dem de- sxdog fo chye.
5. Wi de drink mimbo ‘fo ba, N\
6. Wi de kam bak fo Foumban. -
7. I de veks plen:i

8. I no de slip fo bush. | ‘ i
9. A po de wok tude, p o
10. Yu de-ra&t let_j B L TN

9. Exercise I e

Change the following sentences into negative Statements:
For example:; a g0 drink ti ' “ A no go drink ti.
1. A go go fo maket, h
2. thrley 80 chop bushbif,

3. Yu go drink kofi? .

4. Dem go 8lip fo twef oklok.

S? Yu go stil bi "tralnee" neks mun?
6.' Wi go chop rays afta tunoro.

7. Wuna go- 80 fo klag: tumoro.

8. Jim go go fo Bertoua.
9.  Karim go brig redio.

10. 0Olu go rayt buk,

IQ. Exe£g£ge IIT N
Answer the following questions: - } o
1. Weti. yu g0 du afta tumoro?
2, Weti wuna go chop fo ivnin? ‘
3, Wich taym wuna go drink mimbo? o
b, Weti yu goﬁbi ven yu go bak fg Alerikl?

» ' ' - ¢

- . . : p
‘ , ’\ b
) . ’ . 4 5 ' [y
R ' \ ’ ¢ 't

-
b
N

.,.0




Lesson 7

B . 6.
7.
8.
9.

s e

10.

| 11. Assignment
For the next class pre
following tOpicsz

a)
b)
c)
d)
e)

- -

R

Husay yu go bi wen "training" . finish?
Weti yu go du fp ya "post"?

Hu go bi president Qg Amerika neks taym?
Yu go stilvbi volontie afta tu yiaz/
Wich kayn klos yu go ve fo Sonde?

Wich kayn wuman/man yu go mari?

How you will spend the next week—-end.
What you wxll do during the next holiday.
What ‘you hope to do at your post.

What you vill do when you return to the States.
What you will do when you are old and rich.

pare a short présentacion on any of the

4
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2. Vocabulary

.

LESSON 8

1. nialdggc : Night Out

Kva-kwa fo h?é'l }Q there' anyone in ? | . .
Na hu de de ? ‘Who's there ? o

~ Na 'pi bo, na Fru. s It's me, friend ; it's Pru,
Ah, ma kombi, enta fo  Ah my friend, come right in.
Maus na. Ha di ivnin How's the evening going 7
de waka ? _ S o

I de waks fayn. An as It's fine. And as there's - -
mun de shayn plenti, a bright moonlight, I think there's
tin se layf de fo a lot of Maction" outside.
autsayd plenti. Mék we " Let's go have a drink in town.
go drink smol. ‘mimbo fa : : \

; moo' . A . N

Ah ha! A layk am. Onli
se smol ‘tin de hambok mi

Ah ha ! I like that But

there's

0 0l one small thing bothering me. -
As mun go finish smol |  Since the month is nearly over ,

taym, a de jam moni. I'm broke. '

No wori. Na mi a go pe.

Don't worry. I will pay.

Na fayn tin dat. T-A’* That's nice of you. Thanks
yu bo. Wet mek a tek friend. Hold on #Mfile I get
ma sweta. my pullover. ) '

Yu fit lef sweta. Kol

You can leave it. It"c not

..no de fo amtsayd., _.cold.outside.

Olrayt. Wi fit go.
Fo which ba yu van go ?

A tin se wi fit go fo

‘):s. Mongo Beti get
fayn myusik an kol

) miﬁéo.-uok vi begin go.

\
N
\
¢

All right, We can go. Which
bar do you vant to go to ?

o !
I think we can go to MONCO BETI.

. . 5 | L
Yes, there's good music and cold
drinks at Mongo Beti. Let's

get moving. °

'Kwa-Mba : This is traditionsl. It' a reproduction of the sound made

) _whgn one knocks at a door 1e simply

there anyone in ?".

. atins

Layf : Generally, itfmno " {fe" though ‘th‘ere are a
in meaming. B.g. : "Layf tron"

e :.1 think ,.. ; I guess ..

""A de chop layf" : I'm enjpy

There's plenty ot "action” ; i

- s o
! R

b

means : "knock knock" or " Is

¢ Life's difficule. :
g ayself. "Layf de" :
t's lively. .

. ; E , .
A .
4 '; ' .
)
. N T .

few variations .

o4,
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3.

be

A
BRI

W N -
[ ]

aytsayd (_poayd) : outside ; out

- smol 3 small, lictle

onli se : only that ; except that
hambok : to vorry, to dipturb to ‘trouble

jam : a) to lack (A jam,moni) (A jam moto : There's no car)
b) to have an qccidant (Moto jam mi : T was hit by a veh1c1e)

wori : to worry, to bother, to trouble : ,
fit : to be able to ; #an

kol : cold o /‘

mek.. : Let ..(imperagive, see grammar below)

. o
Questions on the Dialogue

Na hu de fo David/i do ? -
Weti i de tok ? o o ' .
Way i de tok so ? - . ; . 1
Ha di-ivnin de waka fo Lycas ?

Ba'di mun de ? | ' ’

Ha yu sabi ge ol pxpol no de alip fo ton 7

Weti de hambok bavid ? |

Weti Lucas wan |du ? ‘ S

® N .o W o
kL

O
.

o
David i tu layk fo go 7.

-
(=]
L ]

Way i jam moni {2 _

11. Way Lucas tok se "Ng wori" 7

12. WQti-David'wnn we. fo go fo ba ?

13. Way i fit Tef sweta fo haus #

14. Way di kombi-dem wan go fo Mongo Beti ?

Gihmmar 1 e Imperative

Pidgin ha imperativé or "command" forms :
a) The first is used to tell (order, command, ask...)
‘bmeone to do aomething. As in English,no special
form is needed, you just say the verb.

* "Tanap | , Stand up !
Go fo do I Go to the door |
Ton skin ! . Turn around !

Kam bak fo chye ! Come back to your chairs!




' sidog !
Chop .
Muf ! T

Negative .

No Q;Qgg !
. No chop f
~ No hambok mi |
- "Wuna" form
Add "wuna"

Wuna tanap | .
Wuna thop !
“Wuna tek taym !

Huna'qg kgggt

It.is a little more
@ suggestion rather

Mek a go fg_“mk,_et.
Mak‘a sal&f ma’ kombi

Mek' wi bigin go.

' Mek vi go £o haus.
Mek yu chop ~

[

% Mek yu res smol

. Mek wuna ‘kam bak fo
" fayv oklgk.

[.J;BJ§; . . L- | "';. ;1

For the negative, add “no"

"Wuna no hambok mi I Don't bother me! ("you"

N.B. : The above forms are the simplest way to te

. I. '*.__’ -

Sit down !

Eac_! ) .

Beat ity (6o awayl
' & SR I

¢
i

)

before the verb.
~ Don't sit down !
Don't eat ! ‘
Don't bother me !

r

"

if you want to let;kour ligteners know you are
-addressing more than one person.

Stand up ! ("you" - plural)

Eat ! (you - plural)

Be careful ! ("you" - plural)

- plural)
Don't leave ("you" - plural)

11 Bomecne to

do sompthing and are very commonly used in Pidhin,'
» b) The form "mek" + Pronoun
- "Let...." (Let's go !) or "...should..." (We

+ verb corresponds to the Engligh
should go!).

Polite, having more . the character of

than a command. Note that it can be
( ' - used with all pronouns. '
o _

Let me go to the market.
I slould go to the mnrket.

Let me gredt my, friend. -
I 8l ould greet my friend. -

Let s get going
. We :hould get going.

‘Let s go.hone.

We should go home.

Eat | - .
You should eat.

&
Rest a little.
You should rest & little.

Come blcﬁ‘at tive o'clock. (Plural)
You should clme back at five o'clock.

. .
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Mek wﬁna enta Eo klas " Go into the classroom (plural) -
Yéu should go into the classroom (plural)
Mek i wet smol L Let him wait a while. - |
R it He should wait a while.
- _ L P
Mek i rayt i nem Let her write her name
o ‘ * She should write her name
Mek dem go kwik-kwik = | Let them go quickly
S - i  They should go quickly
" Mek dem len French Let them learn French
‘ ' They should learn French.
Negative T Lo N |
For the negative, put "no" between the promoun and the verb.
 Mek a no foget ... Let me npt‘&ofgot:...
Mek wuna no fayt. Don't fight, . I
_— ‘ ~ You (plural) should not fight.
- Mek i no let. : ‘Let him not be late.
- - He should not be late.
Mek yu no hambok mi Don't bother me.

You shouldn't bother ﬁe.:

N.B. : Note that in some Pidgid dialects and in fast spoken Pidgin
in general, the "k" of mek is often svallowed. Hence you
will often hear : ' Y -

Me a begin go S Let me get going
Me wuna no fayt : Don't fight @ F
Me i no let | Let him not be late.

Grammar II : Auxiliaries "Sabi", "Wan", and "Fit".

a) Sabi - As an auxiliary, gabi means "to know how to" (often
expressed by "can" in English). It indicates that you have ‘the
skill or knowledge to do a certain thing.

B

’ . .
Note that neither "sabi" nor the other ayxiliaries listed below
require the marker "de" in the present. They can be used without it. .

'Exggglesnz nl : ' ' L P,
A sabi tok French . 1 know how to speak Prench .
: - (I can speak French)' 3 '
I sabi drayv moto . He knows hov to drive I, '
. S ~ (He can drive) ‘ \




" kuk : to cook, a cook
- kari ¢ to carry |

LESSON 8 -, L L -

Wi.aabi'dani Makossa ' - We know how to aénce Makossa -
' o (We can dance Makosss) ' =
Yu no ‘sabi ple gita You don't know how to play the guitar
: - (You can't play the guitar) \

!’

b) Wan - The auxiliary “wan" means " want" or fpbpid like to".

. Examples : g o
A wan go fo ton. I want to go to town
I wan bay klos . , She wants to buy a dress
Dan wan bi President, ' .  Dan wants (would like) to be the.
fo Amerika ' President of the United States
Wi no wan go éé.ba ' .,“e don't want to'go to the Bar,“'

c) Fit ~ The auxiliary "fit" means "can" or "to be able to",

' Note that where "sabi"™ indicates that you have ‘the skill
- or knowledge to do something, "fit" indicates whether

you are physically (or legally) able to do something.

Exggglei ,
A fit kari dis tebul. . I can carry this table.
Yu fit mari tu wuman, = You can mATrY . two vomen.
A fit bit yu. ' "I can beat you up,
Wi no it éhgp ten elefan. We can't eat fen elephaht.
Note the difference between "sabi" and "fit" : _
A sabi drayv, bet a no fit "1 know how to drive, but I cam't
drayv fo dis wowg' tsa. drive on this bad_%ogq.
Suppleﬁentary Vocabulary %
tanap : stand up ' ‘ﬁ)
- ton skin : turn round |
;2% ! to speak, to talk ‘
rum : room . .
drayv : to drive, to send away .

palava : trouble,,problun.‘
dans : to dance ; a danec"
‘snek : spake . |

monki (sombo) : monkey,
plg?ti : a lot, hnuy': R

Ed

-

u
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8.

Exercise I ; : : o - S '
'-'Complete the followi.ng aentcnces uoing "mek" : . o .
a_mge: Tudonamskgs: dey.cc.... Tude na maket de.mekagofo maket. »
1. Ahgngi_i bat, .coieevirannees 7 '
2. A taya plemti, .oceeevereasnes : | 0 \
3. Dis rum doti plenti ......... ‘ Co !
4. Tude na Somde, ....ieeeeneen. . . ST | |
5. Taymnaunasevin oklok, ..... S . . : e
6. Wi get plenti. moni., | _ : |
7. Tude na holidé] ..i.......... _ . I
8. Ma trosis doti, .....f....;.., T | ,/ . R
9. Joe de hgqgri mimbo, ........ | | : i .
\1P Kol de fo autsayd p_leﬁti. o _ \
: Exet".cise I1 _ N
Answer the following queluo:t .
1. Hu wan bi president fo Amerika neks éhym ? | * '
2. Darekto fo Pis Kops fit ple gita ? a
3. Ya papa sabi tok French ? i :
4. Ya papa van khm fo Kamerun ? | o : _'i :
5. .Kissinger fit bi president fo Amerika - f : Lo .
6. Weti wuna wan chop tude ? ~ . o | SN
. 7. Weti yﬁ sabi du, bet yu no fit du am ? <o
8. Fo wich kayn kontri yu fit go 7 ) _{
& Weti wuna wan du tmﬁb_ro ? '
10, ‘\au sabi kuk fufu kon ?
Assignment . ‘ Ly
Imagine that you are the Direccor of the traming program. You ,
have to.make rules (Do's dnd Don’t's) for the, trainees and trainers.
Write out these rules uoing "mek", « 2
¢
\ y C
S | b
. . :
\ ? G—.' 1

T S S P S SR PR



1. Dillm. . . ,~ .
- Francis : Kwa~kwa, . : Is thgma!ijone in ?

David : Mabudat? . Who isit?
Francis : Na mi, sa. o It's me, sir.
David :  Wet ml a opin yu do.” Hold on, let me open the door
L . o for you.:
Prancis' : Gut mwonin sa. Good morning, sir,
David : Gut monin, . Enta fo haus. Good worning. Come 1.n. \q.
Prancis : Tank yu sa. _ . Thank you sir
David : Weti a fit du fo yu ? " What can I do for you ?
l?rancu'A hye se yu de £ayn -1 hear you are lookmg for a .
hausbg_y Na di tin mek. ... berson to work in the house. That's . .
mi a kam,. ' vhat mide me come. (That's. vhy I came)
‘David : Na tru. Ya nem na weti 7 That's true. What is your name ‘l |
Francis : Ma nem na Prancis ' My name is Prancis, .
David : Busay yu de gte ? -Uhei_-é do you live ?7
‘Frapcis : A de ste fo Ol Kwata "I live in the 01d Quarter. | ,
David : Hameni yie yu de ? . How old are you ? . ' | ’@
Francis : A de twenti-tu yie. . .1 am twenty-two. '
. David : Yu sabi swip haus ? ,' Can you keep a house clean ?
"Prancis : Yes sa, a sabi. . Yes sir, I can.,
David : Yu sabi wosh klos an Can ygu wash and iromn ciothes ?
ayon am ?
Francis : Yes sa. : / : Yes sir )
David : Hich kayn chop yu - What kind of meal can you
,_ , sabz kuk [ _ prepare ? :
- Francis : A saln kuk bita 1{f I can cook soup with "bitter
' sup, a sabi kuk okro lwes . I can cook, "okro" soup, .-
an a sabi kuk fufu. ., I can cook "fufu! I can cook
A sabi kuk plenti kinds of meals. I can ;
, kayn chop. A fit kuk - even_ prepare European dishes. . o
_ &vin waytman chop. o - . W
David ¢ Tru ? Yu qabi mek Really ? Can you prepare hamburger ?
o hmboga ? : ) o -
Francis : Weti dem de kol ", what is a llnl_:urger, sir 7 ..
' hnnboga, sa ? T e . : .
David : Na. son kayn bif we dem ~  It's beef that is ground and
mash am, den dem fray am.. then fried.
Francis : A tin se 4f yu €ich ' - I think, sir, that if you teach ,
| mi ha fo kuk am, a 8o me how to prepare ic. I'll be -

Y fit kuk am. ' ~ able to do so.
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David :

Wi go si. Olrayt A
. - 80 tek yu fo wok. Yu

!

80 bigin wok tumoro
fo sevin oklok. .

Francis : A glat plenti sa.

Wich taym a go finish

We'll aee.'All'r13ht. I'1l emp Loy

“you. You'll start vork tomorrow

at seven,

I'm very pleased sir. When do
I finish for the day ?

. David :

“bita 1if sup : soup prepared from vegetables called "bxtter leaves"

’ i
okro : Kind -of fruit-vegetable which wvhen cooked makea the
soup’ glyey, sticky. , .
. fufu : Dough e of food. Uaually prepared by poundxng tibers o

gri : to agree, to accepg

_koret :_rxghg, correct, exact_tf

WOk' ? . . .

Yu go finish fo tu You'll finish at two, '

oklgk . : .
Francxs ¢t 1 faya sa. That 8 good sir. -
David A go pe yu et tausin  I'11 pay youeight thousand francs _

fran fo wan mun. If a month. If you work well, you'll

yu wok fayn, a go ad have an increase of two theusand .

yu tu tausin frag francs. Do you agree ?

Yu gri so ? ' o
Francis : Yes sa. Yes sir. ]
Vocabulary ’
sa : aif e .

a hye se ... : I hear that >

fayn :

. to look for (You have already seen "fayn" as an adJectxve :
to mean "fine" or "well™ - Cf. Lesson 1 -~ Other meanings of
"fayn" are : nice, beautiful, pretty, godd-looking, handsome)

na di tin mek.... : that's why ... -

and popularly known as '"Ndole".

(cassava, cocoyams, yams) or from flour (miller, corn,
cassava, etc).

masa : Sir: Title used by workara for their employera or superxora.
In some homes, women use it for their husbands. Female employers
are uaually called "Madam’. "Masa" is often used informally
to mean "man" or "my friend". Examples : "Masa, a don taya!"
(Man, I'm tired) and."Masa, ha yu de 7" (My friend, how are you?)

A tin se... : I think that. I auppone that, I belxeve that...

wi go si tumoro : See yon tomorryw . '
si : to see | ' . i ..



N S ggeet;on on thg Dia_]_.gm Lt

4 . 1. Praneis na'mr ' ~""
201 h.ve ao Dmnd de fayn wet:.?
SR B Husay ‘Francu de she? °
o L_'Hn.m‘eni _y;Q::L .d’? -
.. 5. Weti Francis “pabl kuk?.
. weti i ng sabi Juk?
. "Hambo oga" min se weti?

Ha Francis go sabi kuk am?’

D

o @ =9 AN W

" 11, Wieh taym igo flnlbh wok?
12 ..Hamoch Dav1d go pe i?
137 Way i go ad tu tausm f‘ra.g?
G 1, .Fra.ncls gri sot 7 .

’ 15, Yu}o tek ha.usb_y fo. 'wok?
h Srammar: .0 __,1ect P‘ronouns

. David gri fo.tek Francis fo wok?
. '10. Wich taym Francis g0 blgm uok?

R}

: Obaect pronoung are used “t‘.o replace nouns in the Ob.)ect. posltlon
- ' to avoid repemtlon. ’I'he Ob,)ect Pronouns in Pldgm are:

W . ‘f

Lo Mv_ . <
// wl mi - ‘o .\. me .,:(___'j »
- ya - - "de i‘
il persons ), " hin/hex
. “hm(.qb.)ects, anmals)zt '
" " Examples
" a) A de chop f0fu

A dech__p am:
..b) Wuna, 86bi . Yaounde.- “
_ Wuna Bab1 am. o o
. c) Put m:unbo ro tebul
- Put am (_ tebul. _
"_d) Yu; sabi Ma.r1e1 |
. Yusabi it . .
.e) A go 8i P .212! tumoro._ -
. A 2o u; i tunoro. o
C _'-‘r) uuna ub;mmggm_r
| ‘#  Wuna sabi- M’f R 5

»
-
. mem.

e Plural
wi ¥ . us
wuna . | you |
demfany * them
dem(am) them

- I'm eating "fufu".

I'm eating it.
You know Yaoundé.

. You know it.
Put the Arink“on the table.

Put it on the table.. .,

.Doyouknowllarm? .
Do you know her?

I shm see Peter tomorraqv.
I shall see him . tumorow.

‘Do you know Sarah and 'I'cn'ew:m'l\s

Do’ you know them?

55 5',,
. R
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- -

) Na hu get dis motosaykul an °
© . dis baysikul 7 R :
, Na hu get dem ? -

5. Grammar : "'Se" meaning "That"

““In Pidgin, "ee" often follows vords
etc”. (words expressing opiniom, fe

“. - L
~
Who owns .this motorcycle and
this;bicycle ? : S
_Who dwns them ?
. ‘e

1ike "fye,.tok, tin, hye,min,
ar,. hope, etc) and serves the same

__connecting function as the English word "that". Note, however, that

whereas English speakers often dmit
. always use "se".

tin se C .
-a) Wich taym yu go go fo ba ?
A tin sé_a go go fo et oklok.

b), Wich taym yu go slip dis nayt ?
A tin se a go slip fo ilevin
oklok, - LT

€) A tin se ren go fol tﬂ@“‘;

d) Yu tin se ya papa go kam
& Kameryn ? : ’

T fo

tak se )
a) Ma papa tok se i de veks,
b) Hu tok 8¢ mek yu kam ?

e) X qQk‘se'i de hye hongri.

.
e se 4

a) A fye sé i no go kam,
b) A fye se wi go mis chop.
c) I fye se dem go tif i moni .

Hye se
a) A hye se dem tif ya moni,

. b) Wi hye se moto jam John,
, €¢) Yu hye se Thomas de fayn yu ? -

"that".“Pidgin speakers

~ When will you go to the bar ? 6,

T think 1'11 go at eight o'clock

When will you go to bed tomight ? -
I think I'11 go to bed: at eleven

- o'clock

I think (that) it will'?ainqtoday.

Do you think (that) your father ¢
will come to Camgroon ? _

My father says (that) he's angry.

Who said (that) you should come ?
He says he's hungry. . Lo

"I'm afraid he won't'coﬁb.

I'm afraid we shall miss our meal; -
He's afraid they'll steal his money.

I hear they have stqjen your money;.

- We hear John had anhAcciden:.‘

Did you hear that Thomas is »
looking for you ?

!ﬁﬁLéE (1iterally, "means to ﬁay...") o | | L

a) "Flop ya bele" min se "£ill
your stomach” fo grama.

.b) ""Kwa-kwa" min se weti 7.

c) "Sweetheart" min se weti
fo Pidgin ?

XN

"Flo

bele" means (to say)
"£111 your stomach" in English.

What does "kwa-kwa" mean ?

ks v,

What does "sweetheart" mean
in Pidgin ? -

e
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6. B entary Vocabular A
‘Kau-bif: beef .
vaqm-b,lf. pork = " o

[ PNV,

 kumkum (vata fufu): Doughvllke meal prepared from the flour or paste of

fermented cassava.
fufu hgp: dough-like food from corn flour. o

fufu koko (fufu kéhsava)- pounded cocoyams (pounded cassava) ’

kwukoko. ground cocoyam vrapped usually in plantain leaves and cooked.
It is eaten with a special sauce made out of palm nuts ("banga
soup"). Because this Pood is soft, the word kwukoko has also come
¢ .to megn veakllng .

‘ekwan : ground cacoyam ‘wrapped in either &ocoyam leaves or bitter leaves
and cooked with palm oil fish or meat and’ spices.

achu: kand of fufu koko. It is mostly eaten in the d!stern and North-
Wéstern Provinmcesy

[ 4

_faul: hen/roostar/chlcken
poteto: (arxsh poteto): sweet potato (potato) !

kwem: soup prepared vith casBava leaves and mostly eaten in the Centre-Soyth
Prov1nce¢ b

jemajama: (njamanjama): general neme for vegetables. ' . ’ ’

planti: plantains

bobolo: (Yaounde bred): fermented c}saava, ground and cooked in leaves.

It is 1onglph in shape.
fyondo: sape as “bobolg but smaller in size.

e s
koki (blns, kon) ground beans or corn, w1th oil and spices and cooked
in leqves.

Exercise 1.- _
Anéwer,the following questions using an >bject pronoug’(am, dem, i, dtc)
Example: Yu sabi John? =~ Yes & sabi i. '

"1. Yu sabi New York?

2. Wuna sabi Kumbaf
" 3. Yu.fit ple futbol?

. 6. Hu sabi Nestor? L2

4. Wuna s&bi Susan an Lisa? | . ’ ' T
5. Yu de hye redio?

7. Wuns. go heLpp John vit i homwok?

8. Hu. fit drnov?

9. Yu fit fayt. A an Spinks? |

10, Yu £it keri u- wam B
» . T

L. T Y

e
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8. Execrcise 11 : J

\

Transform the following sentences usiag any of the following
' axpressions where appropriata : tok se,; tin se ; fye se;
- ‘min se; "hye se B

. Example : A go res smol - - A tin se a—go--res:amol-r---.- R

1.
PR
3.
b,
5.

6.

.ol
8.

9.

. 10.

Dem ‘tif ya woni. ' =

Dem de sel banana » -A hye se dem de sel banana.

I go slip fo twef oklok.

"Palava" na "trouble" fo grama.

Ren go fol.

Wuna ng go go fo Satude.

Chop go finish fo Mbalmayo.

"No o tumoro" na "No one. knows the future fo grama.
Wi go dans sote wi taya.
Peter : "Mek wuna kam".
Mary : " A get plenti mgni".

. 9. Assig% . ; ‘ ' ;'“

You are very hungry and you are in a restaurant. You want a local
dish people have very much talked to you about. Write a’ daalogue .

between you and the person serving in the testauraut.

-
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Dialogue .
David : Momin Lucas. Yu dan kam ?
Lucas : A don kam. Ashya bo !
' A hye se den don tig_
T " fo ya haus.
' David : Na tru. Dem don brok
" windo - fo enta,’
Lucas : Ueti dem don tek ?
David : Den don tif ol npni fo
. ma troal, ma redio an
‘'wan han banana fo kichin.
Lucas : Wan han binana ?
~ Way dem tif banana ?
Pavid : Mi a sabi ? Somtaym tif
’ man i tu de hye hongri.
Lucas : Dem_qu tif ya paspot ?
David : Dem no si am. I de
~ .onda matras., .
Lucas : Yu don go fo polis Ttesbunﬂ
David : A noba go. Na de a wan
g RO 80 nau.
_Lucas : A go kam wit{ yu.
Wi fit go wantaym.
.David : Olrayt. Mek wi bigin go.
- Lucas : Yu no de 1ok do ?
, Dem fit kam tif egen.
~ David : A no mayn. Day man no
' de fye beri graun. Dem
- don olredi tif ol tin,
Nocin no lef fo tif agen.-
Lucas : Jos lok do dasol. Arata

no de mek nyanga fo
pusi i domot. " .

Z;iEVocabul Sz‘

'brok -\uo break to break into
~wan han baﬂann_

vantsya i ilnidintaly. right avay
& DO mayn ¢ I don t care .

Good norniﬁg Euéao'and welcome
Thauk you. It's a pity. I hear

__you've been rohbed.

That 's true. They broke the
wvindov to get in.

- What have'they stolen ?

They ve stolen all the money 1
had in my trousers, my radio
and one "hand" of bannnas from
the kitchen.

A hand of bananaa?

" Why did they steal bananas ?

Do I know ? ‘Maybe a thief gete
hungry too.

~ Was yout“passgort stolen ?

They didn't see it. It's.
under the mattress. ;

Have you gone to ‘the Police ?
Not yet. That's where I ]

- about to go now,

I will come with you.
We can go right away.

Okay. Let's he moving.

Aren't you going to lock the door ?

They could come ateal again.

I don't care. He who is down
need fear no fall. They've

'already stolen everything.

There's nothing left for them
to. ateal

Lock the door all the same.
One¢ does not play with fire.
(sce Voeabulnry) -

RN
[

# "hand” of bananas (a Dbunch of banauao is made
up of several "hands" of bananas




~ arata(rat) : mouse, rat

_ pusi : cat

%Arata no de mek nyanga fo pusi i'dgggt ! Another Pidgin proverb. Literally,

|

LESSON 10 . | .

day man : corpse, dead person- :
beri sgraun (beni graun) :'graveyatd ' ' g

SR ~-Pidgin~provetbn'oftau'lose“théif'méaningl
' . Literally, this proverb means "A corpse does
"~ mot fear the graveyard". However, it really
means "He who is already down need fear no
fall". It should be noted that not all Pid-
" -gin proverbs have Englid equivalents and
vice versa, ’ ’

Day man'qg dé'fye beri graun : A Pidgin proverb. When translated'literally,

nyanga : to show off, to bluff; pride

domot : threshold

it means, "A mouse does not.show
off at the cat's front door”. It
means "Don’t play with fire".

3.' Qnégtiéns on the Dialogue

1. Dem don tif fo hu i haus ?

2. Ha tif man-dem don enta ?
3. Husay dem si David i moni. ?
4. Weti dem tek fo kichin ?

5. Way tif man-dem tif banana ?
6. Way dem no si paspgt ?

7. David don olredi go_{g polis,?teshgp ?
8. Way i wap go fo de ?

9. Way i no de lok do ?

10. Way day man no de fye beri graun ?

11. Way arata no de mek nyanga fo pusi i do%ot ?
o -l L domot j ,

4, Grammar : The "Unspecified Past Tense" : "Dgn" : !

it is used to express past events for which the time of the ,
action is urispecified. That is, the speaker wishes to express
that a certain action has been done, but he/she does not situate
o it at any particular time. It is just done, that's all. The~ac- o
may be (and often is) recent, but may also be quite distant *

A) "Don" is the indicator of the "Unspecified Past” in Pidgin :

past ; whichever it is ig not particularly important. In this

~ sed® the "Unspecified Past! in Pidgin is fairly similar to the
"Present Perfect" in English. ‘ .

60 N !

)
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Exanples

‘Dem don tif ma moni.

Wi don chop, |
Uéhyhdgﬁ_fiiiih”f"ﬁgk.“""
A don put ma kago fo tebul

' John has finished his work.
‘"I have put my thing- on the table.

i

v
They have stolen my money . \
Hq have eaten,

Note that, in the above, when the money was stolen, when we ate, .
' when John finished his worW are unspecified. These are
© - probably quite recent actions, but the exact time is mot ,
& _{—important. The important thing is that they have been done.

As an:indicator of an ungpecified time, "don" is often used to ask

whether one has. ever done something.

Examples |
Yu don chop monki ?
Yes, a 'dgn chop monki.
- Yu don go fo Chad bifo ?

g |
Yes, a don go fo Chad. .

>

Have you ever eaten monkey ?

Yes, I have eaten monkey

Have you ever been to Chad ?
Yes, I've been to Chad.

'Again. the time is unimportant,  The speaker wants only to know
whether you have ever done _thosethi_ngs. You have, and you say: o

80 ="A'_'dgn cene” | :

B) Negation .

A

-

The negative form of " on" is noba" (or, in some dialects, "neba"),

" It is used alone and means you haven't ddne smthi%t, or have

never done it,
a) A don go fo Nigeria. ;
A noba go fo Migeria. |

-

b) Wi don chop bushbif ;.
Wi noba, chop bushbif.

c)Idgnm. ; . -
"In_gbalum._ I

c) "Mbg"' vs. Other Past Tenses

I've been to Nigeria.

I haven't been to Nigetia;
I ve never heen to Nigeria.

We've ‘eaten game,

We haven't eaten game (yet).
We've never eaten geme, v

He has come,
He hasn't come yet ,.

He never came. b

+

i
I

-

. +The "ifnbpecified Past" is not the only past tense in Pidgin. When

P
I
R

.4

Pidgin speakers wish to fix an action at a specific past time, they (
/'use anqther form. Note the following examples : ;o '
) -
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LESSON 10
Dnspecified '3

A don go fo maket.
Sgeqifxed'.

A bin go fo maket 'yestede

"”Iiw!nt'to the narket yesterday.

I've been to ‘the market.

A

P
L)

‘"an" is .the sgecxfxed or Simple Past marker. It will be treated

in Lesson 11,

Supplementary Vocabulary
win&o : wiu¢o; R ‘
42-:'door

matras : mattress

Ppilo : pillow _
tifman : thief _ o

tif : to steél

polis steshon : police station
lok : to lock a lock '

kotin gras : cane rat

_ ¢hukuchuku bif : porcupine

Exercise I

~ Change the following sentences

Example : A de salut Mary.
1. A de tok Pidgin.

2. Thomas de chop bif,

3. Luc¢as, de ak;.kweshgn. '
4 Dem de kot stik.

5. Dem de brok windo.

6. Wi de kari dis tebul.
7.
8.

I de kuk fufu wit njamanjama.

John de memba i kblhat.
9. Bem de ple baakethol.

' 10, Yu de rid fayn buk.

Exercise II

Example : A don go fo Chad:
1. Wi don go fo polis steshan.

[ 4

!

A don salut Mary.

N

v

into the Unspecified Past Tense.

f
N

R . T O T

'Change each of the following sentences into the negative using '"noba":
A noba go fo Chad.

L

e
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;l'icha don wkl

A don si ma trou‘

8. Exercise IIl

3.

1

Yu J_g_n go fo siniﬁ'fg dis taun .?

9. Assignment
Make a list of :
a) five unusual things you have done.

| 9. Yu don chop achu,
10.\ Dem don enta fo haus,

‘Masa don go fo wok,

[

3. Dem don finish dem howok
4. Wuna don lok do.

6. Peter don memba i~mtin
7. Francis don kuk bita lif tup.

Answer the folioving ques.tionl.
1. Yu don chop chukuchuku bif bifo ?
2. Wuna don taya fo len Pidgin?
i | 3. Wich kayn bush bif wuna don chop fo Cameroon ?
" 4. Weti yu don bay sins yu kam fo Cameroon ?

b) five t:hi.nga you have never donme.

g




Lesson 11

1. Dislogue

Eligse: Ah selo, husay yu bin
bi yeatede?

_Solo A bin go fo Yaounde.

‘Elise: Weti yu bin go du fo
8 Yaounde? '

Solo: A bin go rayt eksam.
Elise: Yg bin rayt am fayn?
Solo: A bin tray ma bes.

Elise: Dem bin aks yu troy
kweshon?

Solo: No-o, di kweshon-dem no
bin had plenti, dasol se
a no bin len fgyn.

Elise: Yu tin se yu go pas?

Solo: A ng sabi. Man no day.
man no rotln, 80 a no
80 mayn if a no pas dis
taym.

Elise: I fayn. Na ol tin dat -
yu bin du fg Yaounde?

+ Solo: Na ol tin dat a bin du.
Elise: 'Yu no bin si ya kolhat?

Solo: Oh, na tru. A bin si ma
kolhat, Wi bin go sinima
an afta sinima wi bin go-
dans.<

Elise: Ya kolhat bin kray ‘taym
we yu de kam bak fo
Mbalmayo?

Solo: A tel yu se, i bin kray
gsote a no bin wan kam bak
sef. Weti wuna bin du
hye'taym wve a no de?

Elise Wi b1n go klas. Fo
ivnin wi-bin get k:gs
Kolcho. Afta kros
kolcho wi bin tori. smol,

. den ve slip.

Solo: I fayn. Mek a go kip ma
" kago fo rum. ‘

Elise: Smol taym,
Solo: Tank yu. ot

_In fact.

i _
.. \?\
Ah Solo, where were you
yesterday?

I went to Yaounde,

What did yo go to YaOunde for?
. t

I went to write an examination.
Did you wrife it well?

I tried my best. -
Did the& ask difficult -

quest 1§ns ?

0, th& questions were not very

~difficult, it's only that
.-I d4id not study well (hard).

Do you think you will pass?

- I don't know. Aslong as there

is life there's hope, 50 I won't
.mind if I do not. -pgss this- .
time.

That's goed. Is that all you
did in Yaounde?

That's" all I dld.
Didn't you see your sweetheart?

-~

Oh, that's true. I saw my sweet- _f
heart.'We went to the movies and
after the movies we went to dance. -

. L]
a -
.

Did your sweetheart cry when
you were returning to Mbalmayo?

(I tell youl) She cried
80 much that I did not even want
to eome back. What did you do
here whirg I vas away?

'We went to clggs. We had cross
ulture in t%vening. After

088 culture We talked for a - -
whilé, thén we went to bed.

That's good. Let me go put my
luggage in the room.

See you soon : .
Thanks . o ‘




2. Yocabulary . | o § 1
rayt : write - | . ' s
"bes : best ' . . ‘ ’ , o
tray : try . Yy o | /,
troy iffzcult, otrong - " BT S ‘ _ !
kwushnn . question . - ‘ o ' : /
\ ‘had : difficult : R . ' /
,dasgl $/only, except, except that, it's only that.... - "
pas auccoed, pass ¥ /

man no day man no rotin : As long as éhere s life, there's hope.
: (Proverb : ~8ee notes belowl

mayn : care, bother - . ' : - : : /. -
# tru : true, truth _ _ o .

sinima : cinema I _ . 1 - o, .

&ray : cry . ' L ' ' | '

taym we : when N -

A tel yu i kind of exclamation serving as a rexnforcement _
what is bexng said; really' ip fact. i - .

"\ sote : until, so much so that
i tambak to return \

J kros kolcho : cross culture
tori : conversatxon, to converse, to talk story. to na ate
Smol : a little, for a while, a bit
kip. :-keep, store, put away
kago (kako) : luggage, load
smol taym : see you soon ]

- sef @ even g ' o /

T~

3. Quéstions on the Text - ‘/ _ ] .
1. Husay Solo bin'go ? | / i T
2. Weti i bin go du fo Yaounde ? - -}// ' '

3. Ha Solo bin rayt eksam? , _
4. Dem bin aks Solo trog kweshgn ? o \
- 5. Wich kayn tin bln hambok salo ? : _ .. ~ \

R 6. Weti Solo-bxu du fo Ysounde egen ?- _ L ~ '\
T 7. §eti i an i kolhat dem bi du ' S _ - \ o

8. Wetit l kolhnt bin du taym we Solo '
de kam bak fo Mbalmayo ? s S .

9. Way i bin krny ? ‘
10. Weti Elise bin du taym we Solo de fo Yaounde ?

{;‘ 4, oi&rb (Parablcs, SQZEEI!. - 221“

Proverbs are used frequently by Africans in their everylay opeoch
As one prodn-nt witct put it. ptovcrbu are the ‘nlu o}l with which

B \ # ¢ .
hY ie N . - .
" Lo | .85
- ‘ [ N VA .
. . Lo . Y
L ?._.,_..u.., T T e T Ve
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‘words are eaten. In many societies it is prestigidus to be able

+ - to use the correct proverbs at the correct time. There is
always a proverb to illustrate a situation. You should therefore
.-8tart building a collection of common proverbs in Pidginj, their
meaning, and when they are used.

-

5. Grammar - Simple.Past Tense -

A) In this lesson, a second past tense is introduced, the specified’

or "Simple Past Tense": "bin + verb (or in semé dialkects:
. "bi" *+ verb).

"It is very important to distinguish between the Unspecified
Past Tense ("don"™) and the Simple Past Tense ("bin"). As men-
tioned in Lesson 10, the unspecified Past ("don") i used to
express actions where the time is not identified. Where the

time of the action is a specific one, the Simple P7st is used.

. Examples . !
i ‘A bin chop koko fo monin taym. I ate cocoyams this mbrning.
- Dem bin go déns yestede. They went dancing yeqterday. .
Wi bin rich Kumba fo fo oklok We arrived in Kumba at four‘o'clock. |

'The time of the action need not be identifjed in eve individual |
sentence. Oftep it. will simply be .clear frdm the context. This |
is usually, the case when you are recounting} a-story /or a sequence . |
of events. If both the speaker and listener know wjfn the action(s)

took place, the Simple Past will be used.

Examples ‘ . 1
a) Tavm we vu bin go: fo Buea, When you wenL to Buea

weti yu bin du? .{ What did you do? ™

A bin go si ma kgmbi-dem. - I went] to sge my friends. |
b) Ticha bin veks fo klas.. ~° The teacher got angr} in class."
c) Yu don finish ya wok? _ Have you finished your work?

{ A bin finish am sins dop taym v I finilshed it a long ‘time ago.

'd) Dem bin tel wi lay.” They told/us a lie.

( » Though no time seems obvious here, "bin" indi»gza'tes that both the
speaker and listener are conscious of when then the lie was told.)

_ B) -Negation )
" The negative of "bin" is "no bin". | .
Examples o ' . ' |
A no bin si i yestede. I didn't see him yesterday.
Wi no bin go fo skul las wik. We didn't go to school last

En

v week. -
Tom no bin ansa taym we dem bin Tormy didn*t answer when thes:: ' B
kol i. o - called him, :
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" Son no bin shayn fo dat de,
 I'no Nin bay notin fo Yaounds.

Dem no bin tif ma klos.,

*

6. Exercise I

using "bin"). .
1.
2.

Yu de tok fo klas.

Dis gel sabi ple futbol.
Ol tin de waka_ fayn. '

Ol man de kari kago.

Weti i de du fo Yaounde? .
A-.de tel wuna fayn tori.
Son de shayn plenti.
Ren_de fol trop trop.

¥u de veks kwik kwik?

Dat wuman de tif ya moni?

| \

7. Exercise II

O VW Oy WM e W
[ ]

-b

~

etc) .

Example

Change the following sentences into the regular past using "bin".
Use a t;me marker to fix the time of the action (yestede, las wik,

ae

. The sun didn't shine fhat day-.'

?E-He didn't buy'anythiﬁg in
" Yaoundé. Lo :

‘They didn't steal my clothes

(while they were stealing
other things...)

- ‘Change the following sentences into e/ﬁimple Past Tense (i.e.

Tom don go fo maket. Tom bin go fo mak

et yestede.

1.

2. Mary don kuk sup.
3. A don kot faul i nek.
4. Yu don g9 fo Yaounde.
5. Wi don wosh klos. .
| 6. Wuna don drink ol ti..
7. Eroplen don fol.
8. Faya don ben mi. ,
9. A don si James Bond film. _
10, Randy don si mi. | IR
ERIC L -
R Y ' N

Mimbo égn finish fo ba.

.'l:‘i7h4,afu;;':

W

Ly T T
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8. Exercise IIL
Change the following senﬁhnces into the negative using no bin.

N o e W -
[ ]

gggggig- Dem bin kari dat’tebul’ Dem no bin kari dat tebul.

8.
9.

10.

N\

Lisa bin kam let fo klas yestede. o

4

Wuna bin foget wuna buk-dem. '

Dem bin chop ol dat fufu. .

John bin bi fo maket las wik.

Ma papa bin bi big man fé Kamerun.
Pipol-déﬁmsin hye di bat nyus.
William bin tok se yu tif i buk. | R
0l pipol dem bin bi fo fil plenti. |

Dat dans yestede bin fayn plenti.

A bin put pepe fo dat sup.

9. General Questions : o . -

O O N U oS W

1.
2.

" Assignment

.Weti yu no’bin .brip fo Amerika taym we yu de kam fo Kamerun?

. .8
Weti ya papa bin tel yu bf%g yu wan kam fo Kamerun?

Hu bin bi president fo Amerika fo 1974?
Weti yu bin chop yestede? .
Husay ol pipel-dem bin bi las nayt?

\
{

Hu no bin kam_fo kias las wik? : \“

[ -

Way i no bin kam fg klas? : : ) 2

Wich kontri no bin bi fo "Olympics"?
Weti yu bin wan du yestede?

Preparg a short presentdtion on any of the following:;bpics:

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

A time when you were in danger.

A ‘time when you were embafrassed. B
A strange dream you had.

A serious accident in which you were vaolved

A topic of your choice (1n the past)

]
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Pialogue fgg_a Mopday,gorningﬁt. L

}3Lucas':

; David :

1 Lucas:

1 pavid
1 Lpoobfz
| pavid .
i tucas

" pavia
| Lucas’

- {.pavid

oA

-4 Lucas

vf David®

¥ Lucas

{'Dav;d T

.taya
‘taya

>wye“

Cwe

ThOi‘

Monin bo bavid, ha yu slib?-

K

A slip fayn,Ldasol se a bin
taya plenti yestede. '

» Na“so! Yu bin ste lop ..
taym wit dat gel fo Satude ivhin?

Wich gel?

A min dat gel we i bi
fo wi tebul.

n sidog

'

", Oho! Did

._‘ .

Good morning: my friend David,
how did. "you aleep? TR

~

I slept well, except that I
~was very tired yesterdéy

ith
Whiqh girl?

”J I'm talking about the girl who
sat at our table.

Pat wan we i bin wye blak klos?
Na i! Di wan we yu an i bin dans.

L

Ha? Weti bin hapin?

. hol tayt sote ‘wuna taya. -

!

Bo'lef”mi} I.bin go i.~

I bin get fo go 1if 4 sista-dem
fes, den 1 mit mi fo 'ba egen.

Bet yu fo go wit'i
Ha yu 11F

I fo tin se a. de hambok i.

- ~'I'go’an i no kam bak. "

igo i wan?

;Ah yu tu! Oda taym, no 1lif
i go:xwun

A no mayn. Yu no se, de no bi
wan, Anoda Satude go kaq,

)

fg...“

-

tayt

w.

-~

“dasoLfse...; onli se...

o

erayt Bo,hfrayfya Lék-( -

.The one who had a blak dress on?

That's her! the one you danced -
the 'slow.tune with until yoﬁ
. were both exhausted. :

' Leave me alone, friend. She

went awdy.

What? What happened? ' _
She was supposed to go see off.

her sisters, then meet me in .
the bar after. She left -and

never came back.
- But you should have accompanied

yod spend a long time . .
that yirl Saturday evenin@?

.0

 per. Why did you let her go aloné?

" She would have - thought I was
\\Pothering her.

- Ah! (eanperation) next time
don't let ber- gd‘tuna

"I don't oareo You know a day
- dogsn't come only once.'There 11

. be another SQturday. -

All right friend, good luck

Except that..‘,(it!s) Only that

L to be tired

1

: ‘to be ‘tired of..."

, Who, whom,! whioh, that (aee
qrammar section)

to wear. to put on

' slow tune (one where
suonze' or

you- can

'hold tiqht”i

L ‘

]

P
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‘That‘s ﬁim (her/it) U ‘O
’ - That's the one. - B

\ ,
‘It is difficult to find an English
equivalent to thisg. It 18 used when
the' person saying it ig sorry for .
+* himself, pities himself, or blames

| = el himself.("WQe is mel") ’ -
.adét-fg , o To‘hhve_to, to be suppqsed'to,'oﬁght to
o - f _ _ (age grammar section) v X -
- - , Com : CR R o . T .
hapin . o To happen o : R
fo + verhb | < _ Should have(see grammar section)
‘4 wan > .+ " Alope ; by ongelf @ . S 1
oda taym - R Next time | N KN
.'a ng mayn A \ T don't care ¢} -1f doesn't matter .
+ de no bi wan , ' A proverb medning literally, "a day
' . , o -~ doesn't come. only once”. Ag with all -
L - . : o _‘*roverbs, there are several meanings.
g o ) : * In this context, pavid is saying that
L ' ) | there will be other chance.
' guestidns on.the Dialogue- ' | . - ' ' '

- Ha David bin,slip?""\.
- Ha 1 bodi bin bi yesgeée? . 3
3% Wetd Lucas bin aks paviga? , ‘ oo
- 4. Weti David bin ansa? '
5. Ha di gel we Lucas min de? - _
6. David bin sSte “lop ‘taym wit dat gel?

»

5

6 .

7. Weti bin hapin?- . ’ ' - ) - R _
8. Wich mistek Pavid bin mek? | o I -
9. Way'David nggbin folo dat gel? - _ . ”‘r |
20.. Wich kayh advays Lucag binegif fo pavidr ce
11..Na gut advays dat? - . f . . NN

12, 4ay pavia ték se 'be'ng bi wan”i@ | ' ' N -
SrShar : The Relative Pronoup - "we® S o |
1Tﬁe_En§Iiah relative .pronouns "who", "whom", "whose® and "which" are
211 expressed in Pldgin by the formula: "we + pronoun. ~




%

A, "we" as "Who"

" LESSON 12

Note the sentencu in the dialogue ahove P

A nin d#t: gel we i bin sidog. fo wi tebul. .
"1 M the sirl vho (she) sat at our table".

Dat wan we i bin wye blak

"'rhe pue who who (nhe) had on a black. dress?

e

- Examples :

‘\.h

1. A bin gif ma ‘buk fo dat wuman,
.Dat vumn bm kam hye yeotade,

| = A bin gif ma bul( fo dat

T we i b1n kam hye yestadei'

2. Yu bin tok fo dat gel.
Dat gel bin wye blak klos. .

= Yu bin tok fo dat gel we
. & bin w§e blak klos.

i.'"we" as "Whom"

Exggeleé :
1. A bin gif ma buk fo som
wuman yestgde.

Na di wuman dat.
= Na di wuman dat we a bin
gif ma buk fo i yestede.
2, Na di boy dat.. ,
Wi bin tok fo i las mun.
= Na di boy dat we wi bingpl
tok fo i las WiN gy ”

C. "we" as "Whose"
Examples :
1. A bin gxf -ndsin fo dat boy

Dut boy L fut de hot,

in gif naduxn fo dat boy
fut d. hot .

. 2. Na di man

Dat un i ﬁin bin tif
shw, ]

«d

o8 7

Y]

o

" "1 gave my book to that woman"

"That woman came here yesterday:'

"I gave my book to that woman
who came here yesterday".
"You spoke to thaflgirl~"
"That girl wore a black dress'

“You spoke to that girl who
wore a black dress"

I gave my book to a woman .
yesterday.

That's the woman. -
‘That's the woman to whom I gave
. my book yeaterday.

That' s the boy.
- We spoke to him last month,

Ttat's the boy whom we
"spoke to last month. -

I gave medicine to that f’oy.
Tﬁat boy's ledhjs hurging (him).

I gave medicine to that boy
vhose leg is hurting.

'm.:'. the ‘man. |
‘That man's child stole a p{’g.

|
1
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.n. di man dat we. i pikin That's the man whoog child
< bin.tif shwayn. . stole a pig.”” 4 Vo
D. "we"_as "which“'or "that" '
Examples : !
1. Wi don drink ol dat mimbo. We've drunk all that wine,
Yu bin bay am yestede. You bought it yesterday.
» Wi don drink ol dat mimbo 4 We've drunk all the wine “ - °
ve yu bin bay am yestade. - which you bought yesterday.
2. Di shus dem de fo graun. " The shdes are on the floor.
™ Di shus dem doti. .. The shoes are dirty.
" #*Di-shus we dem de fo graun The shoes which are on Y
dem doti. ‘ ~ the floor are dirty..

~

E. Yogfwxll have noticed from the example above that Bldgxn
speakers generally“hse .

' we ¢+ a pronoun (i, am, dem, yu, etc).

L3

-UheréE{»Englidirequirea only a "who",."which" "that" (and some- :
times nothing) to connect.the two parta of the sentence. The -
additional Pronoun is never used in English.

Dat man we a bin si 1eee The man that I saw ...
: i . The man I saw ....
(The additional "him" is not
necessary in English)

Ol di mimbo we yu bin bay am... All the beer which you bought ...
. All the beer you bought.,.
(The additional "it" is not
necessary in English)

Dat béy we i fut-de hot... ~ The boy'whbse.foot hurts ...
' " \ (The additional "his" is not
N necessary in English)

- The above practice of using wé + something elge generally holds _
in Pidgin: The exception would be when Twe" is follgwed by an "i".
The two sounds kind of slide together: . '

"Dat wan we i bin wye blak klos"
May often be pronounced :-

"Dat wan wey bin wye blak klos" '
L
0thervzae, the practice or we 4'someth1ng_else is always ,
followef/ “
¢ ) @ , ’ I}
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| Grmr : The Auxiliary Verbo "Get fg,.." and "l""

J

. "Gat fo...? in Pidgin i equxvalent o "to have to L t" '
in English. It does not need a tenae
-marker ("de"). when used in the. present, but when used in other
tenses’ takel bin. gk, etc...lxke any other verb.

or "to be supposed to..."

Examples :

..A-get fd res tudgkv

2. T get fo si dantia dxs

3. Dem bin get fo lel
dem kago.

,' I have to rest’ today _
I must.rest. today. _ o -

He has to.see the Dentxst
this morning.

. He is supposed to see the
- Dentist this lbru1ng.~.

They had to: sell. ail thexr
goods. - N

The pegative of "get fo... is "no ‘get fo... It means "must not"..

. 1. Yu no get fo kam tude.
2. Wuna no got fo tok.

You must not come today

-

~ You must not talk. )

' in degin is equxvalent to "should have..." ‘or "ought to

‘bave...” in Englxah

The negative "no fo...
have..:" :

"should not have..." or ought not to

Note that this verb autonatxcally pertainsg to the past ; it
indicates actions which should have or should.mnot E;ve been

‘done already. It needs uo specxal past tense warker.
amples
- Yu fo put ya moni ﬁg bank.

2, A fo. bring ma ombrela.
3. I fo gif-yu i adres.
4., Yu @g'{g Pﬂ? so.

5. Wi no fo q:ink dat wata.

N.B, : "Fo + Getb" can also be used.
1. Snek fo bayt mi yegtede.
2. Wi fo get aksiden dis wonin.

3. I.fo los i woni fo maket.

-

You should have put your mon
in the bank.

1 should have brought my umbrella.

He should have given you his address.

" You shouldn't have talked that way,
Ve should not- have g#ink that water.

to mean "nearly...”
A onake nearly bit me yesterday.

He nearly had an lccident this
-drning.

He nearly lost his money -in
. the nnrket. .




Supplemontaty Vbcabglary
. Colors f

With colora. the influencé of 'local languagee is greatly A
felt. Since, in many local languages, only a few colors are ) .

commouly distinguiehed, Pidgin speakers may often use only
blak, red and wayt. ) L "

i

Blak : used for any dark color (bl ééy. blﬁﬁ,'gteeq,pupple,.etp)
~ Red : used for any light color (redy gellov, orange, etc)
Wayt : White. T A _ e

However.che influence of English has introduced other colors. and
Pidgin speakersgare using them more and mpore.

Grin : green’ blu : blue g
Yelo : yellow CLIPO means “"fair-complexioned", as in

. Ma s}st& yelo : My sister is fdin-cqmplexioned) . s

B. Clothes = - .' . !

shet : shirt " ' . i _
tay @ tie . ' ' T "
gaun : gown _ _
hausa gaun : robes (from the Northern Provinée)
kaba : large loosé gown worn by wvomen (very popular)
lapa (rapa) : loin cloth, wrapper

.dros : dyawers, underwear shoc trosa (nika) : shorts

: trosa, t;gpis_; trousers. kap : cap, hat

\ feskap Ry Cap . Jjompa (bubu) : loose shirt worn *

\ - " . . mostly by men _ |
slipas ("san konfians") : slippers‘ : - - ) ;;ﬁ ;_
stokins (soks) : aockﬂ. monki kot : waisgcoat ’ ;
kot : coat: : - sweta : pullover, sweater -'_\ ' "

hed tay : headscatf;

Exercise 1 _ : - . ”_
-+ Combine. the following sentences using "we"
Exainple : Mary de tok fo dat man

_ Dat wan get wan han : Mary de qu fo dat man we
/ ' ' i get “wan -han, . ¢ 7

1, Peter de fayn kolhat. Di kolhat ms get gud fashon
2, Man kari ablt. Man de fye ren,
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o o,

3 o -
e .

5.
6.
7.
8.

npt bol don bos. Wi bin bay-am fo maket.

Wi don ghop dat monki, I 'bin get tri fut.
Fol mi dat_ wuman. Dat wumsn wyewayt klos.

A go sel mm shet. Di shet red layk banana.
Ma papa go bay dat moto. Di moto:red. )
A,Biu rid dat-leta;'Yu bin rayt am yestede.

Exercise II i I

A

2,
3.
4.
5.
6.

1.

" 8.

9,

b -

N

S

Transform the followlng'sentences using get fo!
Exggzle : A go ch_p hamboga. A get fo chop hamboga.

R

Yu de klin tebul,

Wi go dans tude,

Nancy de rid_buk.

Ma dog de chop bif,

Wuna go/swip rod.

Redio de tok nyus,

Papa go bit yu.

Patricia no de drink plenti mimbo,

W
e . 1

I no de chop quﬂi.

Exercigse III ;I

e ew
PP,

1.
2.
3.
4,
b 5.

¥
10.

Answer the following questions in Pidgin.

Weti yu get fo du dis ivmin ?

Weti man get fo du fo bi president fo Amerika ?
Busay yu get fo g0 1f yu de sik ?7°

Hu get fo swvip ya rum evfxde 7 ¥
Hetx yu fo du if yu no bin kam fo R‘
Husay yu fo go yestede ? i
Wich kayn tin wi fgllen yestede ?
Wich taym pipol get fo dans holtayt ?

Weti yu no get £o du if yu de go si big 7nn 7

Weti Abrahan Lincoln no fo du ?

: M.imnt . ] \ i * ’
For the next class, prepare ten thinga you have to do during you
two-year stay in Cameroon, and ten things you should hgve done
before c!ning to Cameroon. ,

¥
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LESSON 1

ul: A hye se yu de ga tumoro.
"Lucy: Na tru. A §et o ‘enta eropl'eh
tumoro fo fo oklok,
Wre, yu no fit ste egdn
layk tu de?- '
: A fo layk fo ste, onli se
a don olredi bay tiket fo
eroplen, '
If a no Yin dgn risev ples
fo eroplen, a fo ste egen
layk tu de. . T

yu fo tel mi sins lon.
Paul: Bet a no bin no se yu . -
&o -go kvik kwik so.
Wetin yu de go. du fo'
Ysounde? / | ‘
Douala fayn pas Yaounde
: be.y fa. -
Douala get fayn sinima an P
nayt kl_c_ib pas: Ysounde,
Dousla klin pas Yaounde.
' Layr de fo. D |

Yaounde. . 5

a pas fo

I hear you are 1e§ving tomorrov.

That's true. ].have to catch the

plane tomorﬂow | at 4 oclock.

days? '

I would have loved to stay but

I have already bought nqr urpla.ne . _
ticket. . \

If I had not already reserved a seat,

I would have gpent about two more

days. . . ~ SR AE

. Oh_. can't you sp_end_a.bout two more

Paul: We-e, ma hat no de glat Oh, I'm sad thay you are leaving.
insayd as yu .de go. ' ’
Lucy: If yu bin wan mek a ste, If you had wanted me to stay, you

should have told me long ago.
- But I didn't know you would be
leaving so soon.

Whaﬂ are you going to do in Yaounde?
. 'ff,'- . - °

Do.ua.la.o is by far ‘more beautxml
than Yaounde.

Douala has ﬁure beautiful cinemas
and night clubs than Yaounde.
Douala is cleaner than Yaounde.
Douala is more lively than Yaounde.

A Lucy: Chey! yu sabi lay! ‘ Geez! How you can tell lies! ¥
Douala dot1 pas Yaounde; . Douala is dirtier tng.n Yaounde,,
ne di tin mek moskiito dem that's why there are so. ma.ny 3
‘ plenti fo hye. ' mosquitos hege. - : -k
A\ X f.:-- ) )
g ’ v
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Paul:

Lucy:

Lucy:

Paul:

}
' Lucy:

Paul:

. Luey:

Pual:

Aucy :

| » [ m
"Tif pipol dem plenti

£6 .Dounla pes fo Yaoumdé,

an Yaounde klaymet fayn
pu Klaymet fo Douala.

Pipol fo Douala no gct. moni
rich p1p01 fo Yaounde. _

Olrait nva.ngo, mek wi no
fayt fo notin.

Sins yu de go tumoro, wi
fit go daps fo 'Kings'.

A ng van dans tude. Mek ve
insted go luk u Dxba.ngo
i konsat fo WO

: Oh, dat van dye plent.'t.

Bet if a get mom bifo
sevin oklok vi 80 go.

Yu de ova-kray puo.
Ha fo yu? Ya pe big- layk

ma on, bet yu no fit eva
tek mi fo sinima,

A de go. Yu de ves mj taym.

A fo don pak ma kago nau

fo haus.
Chus mi. Palava finish.

Agokamtekyufohaf
pas sevin fo go 61 Nanu
Dibango i konsat.

Olrayt, a de wet yu bet
mek yu no ful mi.

No-0, a go kam tru tru.
Smol .taym.

Enhe

“é@_ 2. VOCABULARY:

~ eroplen

layk
lo.yk ( verb)
onJ.:L se .

to like ' -

" only that, j;?qpt that, but =

-6- oo

There are more thieves in Douals

" than in Yaoundé,
4 4pnd Yaounde has a better climate tha.n

Doua.la.

People in Dauala don't have as much
money as. people in Yaounde.

A1l right, miss. Let's not qwrel over
nothlng

Bince yoy are 1ea\r1ng tomorrow, let'

go and -dance at 'Kings',

I don't wast to dance today. Instead
let's go see Manu Dibango's
concert at the WOURI.

Oh, that's too expensive.
But if I have money before seven
o'clock, we shall go.

You complain too much of being poor.

- What about you? Your pay is as much as

wmine, but you never can take me to the
..mv:ies. '

I'm going. You dre vasting my time.

I could have already packed my lugg
at home by now, :

I'm sorry. No more quarrelling. \

I'II come and get you at seven thirty
go that we can go to Manu Dibango's
concert..

All right, I'II be Va.iting for you but

. don't let me down!

Oh no, I'II come for sure. See you
aoon.

, . . .
mmm mmm mm, : ’

airplane
lbout...; as much as...




sins lon “long ago, gince long ;dgo ]
pas... more... than I ‘ i
"bavra ._byfa.r _' o .
chey! o " kind of exclamation,ip Pidgin. Geez! / |
: Lord! Holy smoke! ' '
' sabi lay - Litexfa.lly it means, "know how to
tell lies". o ,
Kings Name of a nightl' club in Dou‘alaQ
" Wouri Name of & cinema hall in Douale.
'K(;nsat concert o ‘ —_—
dye : - expensive _ .
ova- too much (usually attached to a verb)
kray puo .compfain of poverty, "to cry poverty"
eva _ever '
chﬁs-mi ,. -I'm_sorry. Forgive me
. ful.(verb) } to deceive, to chest, to fool
tru tru surely, truly : .
enhe kind of d{sbc_il.ieving acceptance , e
; IR
ova*verb:_"- _ o .
o Tt;xe small adverb ~"ova" is of?e{attachgd to verbds
in Pidgin toj emphasize that the action-has beén done tdo
much or a great deal.
| A ‘do ova-fayn dat man. I,searched and searched for that man.
Yu don ova-drink mimbo. You drank too .mu.ch. ' ' ' .
1 de ova-krai pug. - He complainsitoo much of poverty. '
|
{ \ "
i - S ." |
e 7 : . 3 . ;
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. QUESTIONS:

1, Na hu-dem de ﬁgk?

2. Wich taym Lucy get fo go, an husay?

. 3- Ha Paul i hat de as Lucy get fo go?

4. Foseka wetin Lucy no fit ste egen layk tu de?
5. Wetin Paul fo du if i bin wan mek Lucy ste egen? .

Tok tri tin we Douala pas Yaounde an tri tin ve Yaounde pas Douala.

- .!T. Wetin Paul van,mek i an Lucy du dat nayt? | v n
8, Wetin Lucy wan'mek den du?
.9;;Pau1 i pe pas Lucy i on? Ha dem pe de?

If yu fin bi Paul vetin yu fo du £O mek Lucy ste egen layk tu de?
(tak layk tri tln)

L A. GRAMMAR: THE CONDITIONQE

*

RN

Mo

. As there are suulantles betveen Pidgin and English
.Conditional tenses, let us first look at how the Condztional is
expresaed in Engllsh.

1e Future Conditional:
Example° If it rains, I vill stay.
This shows a likely situation.

2. Simple’ Condltlonal
("woula")

Example: If, xt rained, I would stay.

This shows a posslble but leas llkely aztuat10n1nuu1 the first.
-3, The Past Cond1t10na1 "If" + past perfect verb ("had") + past
comditional (”would have")

Example If ‘it had rained, I would have: stayed.

"If" + present tense verb + future tense verb

"If" + past.tense verb + conditional verb

This is the "hypothetjcal" conditional. It.refers to anmething
which could have happened in the past but which in fact did not.

Let us nov consider the Pidgin fcrms of the three exnmples

glven above'

1. If it rains, I w111 stag

If ren fol, a go ste. }

2. IT it rhined, I voulifstay;
If ren fol, a go ste. (same as' N° 1)-

F;/
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3.

1.

3.

should be kept in mind:

’ BN . .« ) .. e - " .
X T p . o S ’
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If it had'rained. I would hava st\\\ .
If ren bin fdl, a fo ste.
We can now uakc the following déductions:

The Future Cond1t1onal and Simple Conditional in Engl1sh are I .
both represented by the same atructnre in P1dg1n (let uaycall-it SR
"Bimple Cond:.t:.ona.l") ., :

&

. ’ . \"‘.4 .. ¥ e . A - h
Ramples: - o | -
If a chop, a gonslip. If I eat,‘I.Hill sleep. *
- If a chop, a go slip. If'I ate, I would sleep.

If i brok di glas, i go If he breaks the glass, he will. pay

pe am. for it.

To rev1ev, this Slmple Conditional in Pldgln expressea two types
of actions:

a) Those likely to happen - ' b ‘ .
b) Those which are less llkely, but still possible. )
The grammatical formula for the Pidgin Simple Conditional is:

If + Simplé verb (no tense markers) + furure (go + verb) -;5§g)
. . . 1’; ’:‘1
If a drink mimbo * a go é&lp : ) o ?ﬁff-

The Hypothetlcal Cond1t10na1 in Pldgln is expressed. by the

‘following structure:

It + 77 vin + verb + fo + verb

Ir . abinmo & fo tel i.
Exemples: o | T o

If a bin no, a fo tel i. If I ha’known, I would have told 'hi'm.\ B | o
If vi bin go choch, wi If we had gone io churéh we would have -

fo si di nyu pasto . seen the new pastor. \\

Finally, there is an addltlonal Conditional form in Pidgin vh1ch | \\

a) If a bin don chop, & fo don go. ,
If I had (alrea.dy) eaten, I would have (already) left.__ - o
b) If i bin don si Lucy, i fo don briy i fo yadaus. . -

 If he had (already) seen Lucy, he would have (already) brought
her to your. house. ‘

The Structure of the above sentenceQ'is: :
Ir _— bin don + verb + . fo don + verd @
. . ' g




This form, with bin don and fo don, shows a situation which

has not yet. happened, but which is still expected to happen.

(Hence .the idea of "alregdy brought her". He still expects to see her
and 8till expects to bring her. For Pidgin speakers, bin don, and fo
don express exactly this concept. Listen for it; you will hear it.

h.g?n$he Negé;ive in thé'Copditional

forward as can be.
= t0 negate, *

1.

3.

The hégutiveﬁform'dt the Conditional in Pidgin is as gtraight-
"no" in fromt of anything you wish

You just put

Simple Conditional

If yu no chop, yu no go qlib.

. If ren fol, a no 36 go

maket. ,
Hypothetical Conditiqnal

" If a no bin no, a no fo

tel i.‘ 7 L]

If yu bin get di moni, yu
no fo aks mi.

"bin don and fo don"

Thougﬁ this "biq/&é don" form of the Cinditional is unlikely
to appear in the negative, "bin don" and "fo, don", used separately .
in others contexts would gtill be negated with no. ‘

/

If you do not eat, you will not sleep,
If you did not eat, you would not sleep.
If it rains, I will not go to the,

market.

If I hadn't known, I wouldn't
have told him.

If you had gotten the money, you

wouldn't have asked me.

!

*y

‘A no bin don go. ]

(W]

A no fo don go.




L4

hoBo GRAHNAR: Eg_." _Ver‘b; Eh gnn +* verbl ' . . .&‘

1, F'g + varb (a.lready treated in lesson 12) o ety
A fo bring ma _c_)_nbrela. - should have brought my umbrella..

. t fo tel mi sef se i de go. le ought to have at least told me
' he was lea.ving .

’
.

Yu'no fo tok dat, Tou shouldn t, have spoken about that.

In summa.ry, fo + verb can be eqmva.lent to "ahould have..."
"would have...," "ought to have...," or - could huve A.,". It ¢
a.lways refers to the past...‘ . A _

’ 2. Fo don + verb adds an ‘element, Hha.t.eve;_ the a.ction, it should
' already have been done by now. LT .

Yu fo don rayt di leta. - _ lou should have a.lready wntten . : B
' ' : the 1etter-by now. . . S

[ 4

Wi fo don rich Kumba, ' We could have already arrived in' o
. _ Kumba by now. -
Mary fo don kuk chgp. o Mary ought to have alread,y prepared '

- the meal by now.

In summary fo don + verdb can be equlvalent to:
"should have already...; T - "
"would have already....' ~ (vy now)

" "ought to have...." S
"could have alr'ea.dy.‘. oo

It refers to something which should (could would) have been 4) o
done in the past has not been, but still can be done, Obnously, “
this form would be rare in the negative. '

N P \ : : ' -
- . L]
> . .
. . 1
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1. More...than = "pas"- | | } R .
John ol pas Mary. ° S Jobn is older tha.n Mary. -
Mary get broda.-dem pas Peter. Mary. has more bmthera than Peter,
Dousls big pasiKumba. . - Douals is bigger than Kumbs.
England kol pas Kamerun ,“' England is colder tll_gn Cameroon. ‘
2 As....ss = layk o . ‘*‘-‘:H;.‘,‘,
Wi akul big layk wuna on. ) Our school is as big a.a .yours. _
Ma broda get pawa layk Hercules. My brother is as powerrul. as Hercules. .
Bofgt bita layk Gol Hap. Beaurort is as bitter as Gold Harp.

3. Less....than = "no.-.rich" k)

l\

~ Michael no get momi r1ch Le,wrence. Mlcha.el has Leas mbney ‘bhe.nla\rrence.

Jane no’ get klos rich Mary. . Jane has less dreasea than Hary
Ore_n_,) no swit rich banana. " ” Oranges eq-e less sv/ee't. than ba.nma.s.
L. "Pas pak", "taym no de", “pas 01" - : - ‘ —) B

These are useful Pfﬁgln expresnons which md.i'cate Qhe superlatlve or. q'
_ high degree of compa.rlson , - : §
Examples: - . _ . s o

Dis sup swit pas mak. - "mls,mﬂoup is very tasty.
' Sg'_lt"pe.s mak fo dis chop. '_ | There is too much salt in this food. .

“Wata 'f'g_ ‘de doti taym no de. The water there is very du'ty. -‘ ‘ _ .
" Ma broda trog, pu'ol,.i | My brother is atronger than em'bne. L

5. EXERCISE 1. Qnawer the rollowmg questions in complete .sentences.’
1.: Husey yu €0 go 1if ym g‘et bolide°

_2-Wetinwsom1fmrgl? R s

3.\Ifda.rektof§P18K0pskem si yu, vetmyugogl 17 . _ , .
T, Hupay yu fo bi if yu no bin kam'fo Cameroon? e ' oo

D YufogoChederxs Kops bmva.neenyurode? - - '

. 6. Wetin yu fo don du 11‘ yu b1 .don rxch amnnti yie? PR - v _

1. It yu no bm don joyn Pu Kbpa wehn yu fo don du? : - o ' ’
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EXERCISE II: Complete the folloving sentences:

1. It éumgro na PRLIK holide........

2. If tude bin bi Sonde,...... e

3.. If wata\finish fo hye,..... ' |
« If 8 no bin 8i yuyeee... _ : L
. Ifmapapa. win lgt‘n,....,.
- If & bin don finish ma wok,.scve...

. If yu no bin wekop mi dis monin,...... ..
. If d&nB deh tude.oooooooooo' . l ' - §
10. If ma famili~dem kem si mi fo Kamerun,........

N

3

6

T.: If 4i tif man no bin mek nOYS,.......
5 |

9

EXERCISE ITI: - ~

Look at this table and then answer the queatxons below ,t in complete
- sentences. _ :
. o |Waight Shoe | Marks in
Age Height  |in ibs. | Size | an Exam
BOYS _ | ' | :
Peter ~ 18. 6' o" 175 10 | 58%
. . o
Paul 17T 5'9" 1l 9 | 63%
GIRLS - ' .
Lucy 160 st s | ow | oees
Josephine - 15 1. 5T 106 3 56%
Rose 9| e o 12r o5 5%
1. Wich skul pikin get sens pas ol? ! ‘ .
2. Hy 1 shus smol paa Paul i on? - | . : :
3. Rose tol layk hu fo dst klas? . S . .
4. Wich skul pikin dol pas 01? . k
5. Josephine i hevi rich Lucy?
6. Hu i fut big pas ol? ]

1. Wich skul pikin shot pas ol?
8.. Yu hevi rich Peter?

‘9. Ya fut big pas Josephme i on?
10, Yu 01, layk Rose?

1
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6. assiomewr: ' : | Ly
. 7 ) . : . - & a
1. Bay five things you would have done if you had not joined

" the Peace Carps. : -t

2. B8ay five things you would not have known or seen ifffyou hal
not come to Cameroon.. I ' -
3, Bay five things yeu vould do if you vers en actor. - ' L -
L. Choose any town in the United States and compare it to any
town you know in Cameroon. (Your points should include
' amongst others, size, climate, population, buildings, ‘roads,

eo.) , \ , yooo
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‘don rie¢h taym fo mari. I wan se mek & bay i “ym

. 'Tbtis Kva k%e fo hye.'- . N ' S,y
Shwayn: Ah bo totls, enta fo haus. Ha yu don dray so? :

»  Totis: Bo, sins sevin de nau, a noba chop. Bo shuayn, ha yu de soso fat so?

_ iBhwayn: Bo lif m1, na chop. As yu noba hop, na chgp dis. Chop :
. fes den wi go toni-afta,’
) @

So totis chop, i chop sote i bele wan bgs. Wen i don ch_p beleful 1
tok se:

Totis Bo, tank yu plenti. If no bi yu a \fo day. Bo, na som ogent
tin mek mi a kam si yu. A van se mek yu boro mi\moni. Ma fes man plkln

Shwayn: Hamoch yu wan se mer a boro yu? XT s b A
\ Totis: A wan se mek yu boro‘mi flftx tausin |
Shwayn: Sins yu bi ma fren, a go boro yu fifti tausln frag as yu tok.
Wich taym yu go bak am?
Totis: A.go bak am afta wan mun,

rift _
So shwayn boro totls)%austq fran., Bet totis no yus dis moni fo bay

‘wuman fo i fes p1k1n. Insted, tqtis tek di moni bay chop an mlmbo, i an Sl

i famili-dem chop gn dem drink.. , ¢ . |
- Wan mun pas, totis no pe shwayn i monl. Tu mun pas, tri mun pas,
‘totis no pe shwayn i moni. “8o: shwayn wek_p fo ‘go aks totis moni. Taym we
totis si shwayn de Kem totis go hayd fo onda bed. I tel i wuman se mek i °
tok se i don go waka., |
Shwayn: A salut Misis totis. Husayn ya masa de? : T
Misis totls Ma masa don go fo lop waka. ) ' ' T

Shwayn: Wich taym i go kam bak? .
"Misis totis: A'mo mo mi. I ng tel mi.
Shwayn: QOlrait, wen i kam, tel i se mek i brlq ma moni.

8o shwnyn go. Anoda mun pas. Wen shwayn kam fayn totis, misis totis
stil tel i se totis don 80 waka. 'S1ks mun don paa. Shwayn don veks tru tru.
I kari i kotlaa se i de go kil totls. , K

"

- Th - - [
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+ TOTIS AN SHWAYN (YU DU GUD I TON BAD) ‘ '

o~

‘Totis an shwayn -bin bi fren fes  fes taym. 01 tin bin de waka fayn

.sote de we chop finish fo 4i hal kontrl. Totis anrl famili dem no bin get
somtin fo chop. Bet4nhwayn bin get plent1 chop an plenti moni bikoa i no L

bin get famili an i bin sabi yus i tin-dem. So wan de wen hgpgri~p tgpls . '

fo skin, i wekop go fo shwayn i haus: ' _ _ }9’ R ;J'
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) fave wit ?eks an .
. wit kotlas fo han. Totis no’'se dis taym ng i na ple. I no se palava ¢

Totis bin bi fo i domot. I si shwayn de

' don baje. S0 1 tel i wuman se:

Tbt13° Ma kolhat. Tori don baje. Shwayn de kam vit kotlas fb*ill me.
. Tek mi ton am opsayd daun, den yu stat grayn granot fo ma ,
L be;e. If shwayn aks yu husay a de, tok se a don go kil bif. -_// o
o totis i wuman tek totis ton am opsayd daun, den i stat iash- =~
. z granot fo 1 bele. Shwayn enta. L . ' ‘ <
a;? Shwayn aalut misis totis bet misis totis no ansa i salut Shwqu _
S salut egen misis totis no ansa. Dis tin veks shwayn bat. Wit ol veks
i tek mlsla totls i 'pepe ston trowe fo bush., Mlsls Totis stat kray
trog tfoq ’
Dat’#'pepe ston' we shwayn trowe am bin bi na totis i sef sef. So
wen totis don fol fo bush, i wekop stat kem bak fo haus. Wen i enta
;haua imit i wuman de kray an i mit shwayn we i wan bos wit veks.
; Totms Ma kolhat, wetin yu de kray? Hu don bit yu?
_ ‘ Mlsls totis: Na..... na Masa Shwayn don tek ma 'pepe ston trove -
U& . am fo bush. - S ‘ : *
Shwayn: Yesggna mi a trowe di pepe ston. A kam tek ma moni. A du -
yu gud nau i don ton bad. Tude mi né Y4y go wye wan fut trosis.
If yu no bak ma moni tude, ayda yu kil mi o & kil yu. A don sayn da,
— Totis: Eh, el bo, ha yu de mek so? Yu tin se a fit chgp ya moni?
A noba Kam-bak-ye moni bikos a get plenti wok. A don get ya moni sins.
Fes go brig ma wuman i pepe ston. If yu brlq d1 pepe ston, & go glf
ya monl. . , . .
Shwayn: Dat waﬁ'ha izi tin. A de go brinp ya wuman i pepe ston. No
tray ful mi ven a kam bak. If yu tray, ma kotlas go ansa yu.
Shwayn komot fo go fayn di pepe ston. I stat fayn am fo di bush
ve di pépe ston bin] fol. 1 stat dig potopoto wit i pos fo fayn pepe  ﬂV
. Bton ; Sins shwayn no no se di pepe ston bin bi na totis i sef sef, .
i fayn pepe ston sote i no si am, I pas iha i go go bak fo totls ve
i noba si ai pepe at&E . :
Na di tin mek shwayn de stll dig potupOto wvit i nos sote tude° i de'

fayn totle i pepe ston.
¢ L
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2) The Tortoise and the Pig {Good breeds evil) -‘ o o
A long time ago, Tortoise and Pig were close frlenda Evervthing

was fine between the two friends until the day famine broke out in

the whole country. Tortoise and hig family had nothing to eat. Pig,

on the other hand, had plenty of: i.od and money because he had no

. family and he was economlcal One Qay, when Tortoise could no longer
bear the hunger, he went to Pig's house H .

i

Torto;ae. Is there anyone 1n?

Pig: Oh friend Tortoise, please come in, Why have you lost so much
welght?

Tort01sez My frlend I have had nothing to eat for seven days But
my friend Plg, vhy are you continuslly puttlng on welght?

Pig: What can I say, my friend; it's food. Since you've not’ eaten,
here is some food. Eat first and we shall talk later.
So Tortoise ate ani ate until he nearly burst. When he had eaten, 3
his fill, he said: - . . =~

Tortoise: Thanks a lot, mv friend, If not for you, I would have died. b
I've come to see you for something urgent I would like
_you to lend me. some money »My first son, is old enough to
get married. he wants me to get him a wife:

Pig: How much do yoy want me to lend you?
Tortoise: I would like you to lend me' fifty thousand francs. 7 4‘

Pig: Since you are my friend, I will lend you fifty thousand francs'¥-“
as you say. When will you return it?

Tortoise: I'll return it in a month's time.

So Pig lent Tortoise fifty thoysand francs. But Tortoise did not
~use this money to get a wife for/his first son. Instead, Tortoise
took this money to buy food and drlnka whlch he and his family ate

and drank., " .
- After one month, Tortoise did not return Pig's money. Téxfoontha

passed ; three months passed ; Tortoise did not return Pig's money.

8o Pig went to Tortoise's houae to ask fof"ﬂds money. When Tortoise

saw Pig coming, he went and hid l&mself;wndgr'the bed. He told hld

vife to tell Pig that he had gone on a journey. /

Plg‘ Hello Mrs. Tortolse, vhere's your husband? g
Mrs. Tortoise: My husband has gone on a 1ong journey. -
Pig: When will. he be back? -

Mrs. Tortoise: I do not know. e didn't tell ﬁe.

“Pig:rAll right ; when he returng tell h1m to bring my money.

Plg vent away. After anothar month Pig came to look for Tortoise but
again Mrs. Tortoise told him Tortoise had gone on a journey. After six
months, Pig got very ag;ry He taok his machete with the intentioh.of
~killing Tortoise, .
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Tort01se vas in front of his house. He saw Plg comlng apgrxly from afar

. vith a machete an his hand. He knew that there would be no JQkLng this time. -

He knev that thipgs had become very ser1oua So he said to h1s,u1£ef"'

,{'

Tortoise: Darling, thlngs are ‘serious. Pig is coming w1th a wachete to k111 tne Q

Turn me upslde-down and grind groundnuts on my stomach. If Plg

aaks you vhere 1 am, teld him I've gone hunting. )
So Tortoise's wife turned Tort01se'up31de-down and started grinding

grounduta on his stomach. Pig came ‘in.

EF'greeted Mrs. Tortoxse but she dxgﬂhot return hls greetings. He greeted*
- her again but still she dzd not answer.‘Thls annoyed Pig. Wlth anger, he took
qu Tortoise's gr1nd1ng stone and threw it far 1nto the bush. Mrs Tortoise
started crylng bitterly. ’

The 'grinding stone' which Pig had thrown away vas Tortoiae«himself.'So‘

when Tortoise was thrown into the bush he got up and ‘came backato the house.

" When he entered the house he met his w1fe cry1ng and he saw Pig almost burst1ng

vith anger. ' ’

Tortoise: Darling, why are you crying? Who has beaten you? L Q

Mrs. Tortoise: It's....it's Mr. Pig who has thrown my 'grinding stone' into
the bush. : | Lt

Plg

Yes, I have thrown away the grinding stone. I've com¢ to get my money.

I did you a good turn but you're doing me a bad one. We're going to fight

"it out today. If you do not give back my money, you will kill me or 1

I kill you. It's life or death. .

A

Tortoiae' Oh, my friend. How can you be this way? Do you think that I've

__bring back my wife's grinding -

Pig:

lookmg for 'I'or'toise s grind.ms stone.

#
'eaten' your money? I didn't come to give back your money because I've’
. !

been very busy. } had your money, ready long ago. Bit first yQu'must go
ggtdé. If you bring the grinding stone

“I'11 nge you your money.

That's an .easy thing. I'm go1ng to get your wife's grlndlng‘stone. Do not
dare play ‘tricks.on me when I return If you dare, I'll use my machete
on }'OU. ' -] h * «

Pig vent out_to look for the grlnding stone. He looked for it in the bush

" gtone. Since Pig dxd.Gpt know that the grlndxng stone was Tortoise himse'f, he
‘looked for it but he could not find it. He didn't know how hd’could return -
to Tortoige's house wvithout the grinding stone.

That is why Pig is still digging up mud with bis noae till today: he is

,":
A

Y

qhere he had thrown it. He used hig nose to dig up mud/looklng for the grinding .
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totis (also "troki)

tayt (fren; kombi)

sabi yys (moni, tin,etc.)
; dray |

" rich taym fo mari

boro (or 'tros') =’

bay

bak

onda

waka |

masa T
loq loq

*kotlas

domot

wit veks =~ o
tori (palava) don baje

gpsayd.daun'

grayn (maéh)'
mash

pepe ston , -
fawe

tron trop

sqf gef S et

-'bunning) both ‘totis and !troki' are

7 to be ripe for'marriage

' "bad, ;

_» far away; far off

tdttoiJ"(noted in Africa for 1ti

commonly used.

"tlose (friends)

to’ be. economical; careful

pale; thin; dry; lost weight; skinny
to converse; to talk; to discuss

So borrow, tb lend (notice that Pidgin _
oes not make any distinction between
to 'bérrow' or 'to lend.' The same

word: 1§ used for both. Only the context.
brings out the’ difference.

‘This. usage of "bay" in the tale deflons-
trat‘s the customary belief that

woman could be bought“just like /

any other household object; this. is

why one would oﬁten hear p@ople say:

'A wan bay wuman' to mean { m taking. -
a wife;

to ret}rn-to pay back; to repay, to give‘ ‘
back

under

W
o>

journey |

husband

very far; very long

machete, cutlass

front of. the house; doorstepg thxeshold
angrily i »

This is an- expression to mearis Things °
are very. serious; things have turned

.\.

upsi&e-aown g‘g

" to grind*- S

to grind; to~pound _

flat stonk used for gf}nding pepper ”
-In this context 1; means 'bitterly'
oneself
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bit

sayn day_ : “ /;

ha (o; ¥ay) yu de mgﬂfso?
chop mdni ./

. traj'

patopoto

I pas + Noun/pronoun.
I'pas mi hg a go du.

I pas wi ha wi go tel dem
Na di tin mek.........
QUESTIONS ON THE TEXT

A.

beat

breathlng space.

This is used to show extreme determind--
tion. It can mean I'm prepared to die.
I've made up my mind to see the end of

thla situatlon.

Why are you behaving this wuy?

_— therally‘ it meqns 'eat money'. It

" really means to embezzle to use frau-
lently. To 4 lesser extent it can mean
'to use money extravagantly ; to spend.

to dare, to attempt, to try

mud

‘NOt tC‘) knOV hOW....a... e

I do not know what to do.

We do not know how to tell them.
' mt's‘"ww..‘.....‘.

\

1. Ha tgpis an shwayn dem.bin_bi fes fes-taym?. o,
2. Wetin bin bapin wan de fo di hol komtri? L

3. Way shvayn bin get chop an moni pes totls?

b, Wetin mek totis go fo shwayn i haus van de?
5. Foseka wetin totis dray plentl? '

6. Way shwayn de soso fat?
7. Wetin totis wan se mk‘wayn du fo 1?

8. Foseka wetin totis wan boro fifti tausln fraq?
9. Hay shwayn no dlnay fo boro totis monz?
10. Wich taym totis tok se i 8o bak di moni? -

‘11. Wetin totis du v1t dlB moni? : _
12. Afta wich.taym shwayn go aks i mgpl .o totls?

-t

'vF
[

.

" This is commonly heard when two partlea
have a dispute and one party ia deter-
mined to have it out with the other. It
means the determined party has made up
hie mind to give the other party ho

-

o
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Wetin hapin di.fes tavﬁ'we shvayn go akaw{{mgpi fo totis?
Wetin- hapin di sekon taym? e

Wetin hapln di nomba tri taym?

Way shweaym no bin'no se di pepe ston bin bi na totls 1’sef1

. Way shwayn de stil dig potopoto sote tude? T
: Compare tortoise and pig (31ze, family status, cunning, etc).

Retell the story as if you vere torto;ae.
Retell the story aélif you vere pig.
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A) G ngéﬂgﬁg When Tensé Margﬁ;s Are Not Ngeded...'

\

As ‘has been seen throughaut this conrse, Pidgin has a series or

markers vhich determine the "tense" or t1me of a verb. _ |

de present - _ {

bin simple past SRR B 14

don unspec¢ified past

80 f‘uture . -. N _ - "}V,’

..

ete...

You have also seen situation where these markers are droppedt:-
i.e. no marker is necessary to express -the time. -

a)-Imperative (Lessan 8)
Tenap) ..  Stop! (or) stand up! # -
Wuna chop! e Eat!
Mek i .enta. : Let him come in.
b) with 'ven' and 'den' (Lesson 6)
Wen wok'finish a de go haus. When work is doné, I go, home.

I de wosh'i mot, den i wosh He brushes his teeth, then takes
i skin, a bath.

¢) With certain verbs: fit, sabi, wan, beg, etc.

'These need no tense marker in the present (though in other tenses
they do). ' -

Below are several additional situations where Pidgin speakers
habltually drop tTnse markers.

t

Notice in the first yaragraph of this lesson's folktale Totis

an Shwaxg, the naryator is fairly faithful to temse mafker usage:

wotzs an Shwayn bin bi tayt fren fes fes taym 01 tin bin. de waka
fayn...Totls an i famili no bin get somtin fo ch_p... -
Shwayn bin get plentl chop.e.. - ,

Soon after, indeed, after the’ flrst short dialogue,

begins to neglect hls tense markers: ‘Lo“

"So totis i chop, i chop sote i bele wan bos......

After the second. short. dlalogue, he seems to for
entirely:

) . [FRIWN . L e
Y T S P T T T T I T S LT T T




| . "Bo. Shwayn boro -totis fifti tausin fran. Bet totis no yus dis moni .
3 - To bay wuman' fo i fes pikin. Insted, totis tek di moni bay chop an -
_wimbo, i en’famjii dem chop an dem drinmk". .. : .
N . . - v ’ .
o This d.roppi‘xg of, tense markers once the time-of a story has been
. &.established’is yery commo# “in Pidgin.' It is especially true in tales
; fgories, bit may bé equally true vhen .a friend is simply recounting
Jénte ofpevants that happened this morning or yesterday.
I3¢" time o# the actions is fixed, why bother to pinpoint it in
8 gﬁhce?'One. action obviously follows the other. In cases
! « P, Pidgin-speakers will only include the markers if they
R i ;,égoéhéqr?tto_olarify or emphisize a time or show that a ‘
',-{j;;”time;has taken place. Note, however, that when tyy quote a -
iyRrsdtion in their story, -they are faithful in their usage of tense -
§m§:in the dialogue for the comversation is normal every day speech.

; }}E essions with "mek..." 1

You have dlréhdy'seéh_in Lesson 8 that in the Imperative (with or
. Without "'mek..."), no tense marker is needed. This holds true for
- several other standard expressions using "mek...":

. . . e . . . - . -k
.7 . .a) Na di tin mek:.. . - 3 "This/that is why..." | Lo
g J " Fa di tin mek a kam o That is why I came in a hurry. v
‘ \, ot ___lwik'-kwik.. A '_-i-_ ;_;_ O _ ' ’
& Na'di tin'mek Of pipol '’ ' This is why all people i the land
‘- sofa fo-kentri,) ~ | .. were (are) suffering.
o T ’ - ! . C e
' .. N . b-)’ ’;..wan Se mek ... - "...would 1ike..."’ "..OWMt.. ."
AR +’A wanh se mek yu tros - T would like you to lend me some
. .~ (boro)mi moni. . money. : .
't;' ! © * Pater wan se mek yu Peter wants you to wake him up at nine.
7t Wekop i fo naym. ' _ ' '
. h wan se mek a helep i? Who wints me to help him?
¢) ...layk se mek... ~© "... would like...", "...vant.,."
A layk se mek wuna tok I would like you to tell the truth ,~
gsoso tru., .- always. - oL '
" A layk 8Se mek ren fol -1 would iike it to rain every day.
evri de. " : el
3 a - '
‘]‘, ‘'n '
£ .
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the sentence.

.5 B) GRAMMAR: Prepositions

Pidgin has a multi ~functiopal preposition, fo, which is
to the English to, on, from, in,

~
ﬂuivalent, .depending on the context,
n, and many other prepositions.

mample T
: . ‘A ae go fo maket.

- Ma buk de fo tebul.

- Robért komot fo Detroit.

. ‘Lucy i mama de fo haus.

5. Som man de fo do.

LT VS I N R

kher .prepositdions in Pidgin include:

1. Snek de (fo) ‘ontop haus.

" 2.Pipol dem de (fo) insayd
choch plenti.

Tif man bin hayd (fo)
onda bed.

I haus de fo kgna rod.

David tanap fo bifo
i haus.

6.%A de ste fo bak ‘Peter .
i haus.

7. Muyuka de fo midul -
Kumba an Limbe.

8. Kamerun de afta Nayjeria.

-

" I'm going to the narket.
My book is on the table,
Robert s from Detroit.
Lucy's mother is in the house.

ere's someone .at the door.

There's a snake on top of the roof.

There are many people inside
the church.

‘A thief hid himself-under the bed.

His house is near (beside) the
road.

David is standing in front of
his house.

I live behind Peter's house.

/
Muyuka is between Kumba énd
Limbe.

Cameroon is next to Nigeria.

Note that these prepositions are often combined with fo.

3 !gne Aaditional Useful Expressions:

The following are some common Pidgin expressions which do
" ’‘equire tense markers with the verbs that follow in the second part of

-~

‘A de glad se...
" A de veks se...
A de fye se...
Ibise... .
Di tin bi se:.. |
A de sori se...:

The thing is... .

°

I'm happy that....
I'm angry that...
xI'm afraid that...

It's that...

I'm sorry that...



-

R T
" A de wonda se... - I 'm surprised that... I
I fit, bi se... _ ./ ‘Tt may be that... :
A hop s;...( " . | I hope that,..
Examples: ' " . o “ :
. Di tin bi se & no bin R The“thiné was I had no .money to come.
* get. moni fo kem. . '
A de fye se ren go . I‘m afraid the rain will ruin the
spol rot. - . .- road. _
A de sori se yu no bin si i, I'm sorry you didn't see her.
EXERCISE I: ~ ST B -~

Make a!list of ten things you would like the teacher (or a friend) to

'do for you or say to you. Use the expresslons A wan se... ; A layk se...

Examples:
- - A wan Se mek ticha tel mi i nem..
- A wen se mek i tich ﬁi paynapul ,
- EXERCISEII: .,
T§;531ate‘the'folloﬁing sentences into Pidgin:
‘1. He's angry that you have eaten all the food.

2. I'm surprised that you do ngt know my name.

It may be that they have lost thelr way.

What is in front of this house?

Susan is standing behind Gary:
That Eirl is between two boys. _
All my clothes are in the suitcase. : - ”if! "

The/ truck is near the school.

3
]
5

6
T.

-8
9
0

We are in the classroom. _ ) A

For the next class, prepare a story whlch you will tell 1n claas
without r ading your notes. It can be either a folktale or a sequence of
events which happened to you. Try to include both narrative and dlalogue
in your story. . w '

1

I'm afraid that ‘you will not come. : , ‘
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. but¥ fo di chop. I chop sote i
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WAY TROKI I BAK BROK HAF HAF - —
Wan de som blg big dina bin bi fo skay. Dem bin invayt ol bif an bed fo,

dat dipa. S;ns fo rich fo skay men get fo flay, nd opli bed~dem bin fit ge. i

Bet. tiroki ng bln Wan mis - dis pati, 8o i go mltup bed-dem tel dem se mek eni !

bed boro i van:feda mek 1 tu flay fo go fo di dina. Bed-dem gri. Eni bed

glf troki wan feda. Wen’ taym fd go r1ch trokl(tok fo bed-dem se: "Mek eni )

man glf i sef nem foseka wen wi rich fo skay eni man | &o 1ntrodyua i sef";

Bed-dem gm En:mmdf 'i sef nem. Som bed kol i sef se "Poli Poli' ; a.n;a

van kol 1 sef se 'Naytlngel' H anoda wvan se i nem na 'Igul' ; troki gif i

nem se 'Wuna o', - : ' : ’ 2

1 N . ° b
9 .

Wen dem rich fo skay, dem b1n welkom dem fayn. 01 man get chye fo shldon.
Smpl taym som savis brip mimbo i tok se: "Dis mimbo na fo wuna ol. Mek wuna -
ol drlq".Den troki tok {o bed-dem: "Wuna don hye se dis mimbo na fo mi.

- T 0 se dem go brlq .ods. mimbo fowuna." So troki drig ol di mimbo. “Bed-dem

.wet dem’ on mimbo sote " dem ‘trot dray pas mak, bet oda mimbo no kam.

g

. Taym fo ch;p‘aon rich. Anoda savis brin big blg\\ah ch_p I tok se: "D1s
chép na fo wuna ol ; mek wuna ol chop em." Troki aks di savis mek i tok egen

. mek ol man hye. Di savis tok di sem tin. Trok1 tok fo bed-dem Be! 'Dem se dis

chop na fo mi wan. 0l man hye az savis tok. Dem go briy ode chop." So troki _ |
ik pan. Bed-dem wet. sgte, “bet chop no kam : : |

fo dem. Den dem no se troki don ful dem. Veks an homgrl pas dem”fo skin., I jos

pas dem wetin dem go' du tfbkl. Di onli tin dem du bin se eni bed tek di wan

feda we i bin boro troki. Ol man tek i feda stat flay fo kam bak fo grdun. W

Troki bigin check hem i go manej kam bak fo graun ve 1 no get feds fo flay.

Taym we di las bed van flay go, troki tok fo i se: "Bo P011 Poli, a beg‘yu

plenti, tel ma wuman se a wan Jomp "rich daun. Tel am se mek 4 put ol sof-

tin fo autsayd 80 wen & Jomp, a no go hye hot. If i don put am mek i layt

faya. “Wen & si di smok a, go jomp.

P011 Poli gri. Wen i rich fo graun i go mit troki 1 qpman‘ I tok fo A se: Y
Ya masa se i van_tray somtin. I se mek yu tek ol brokln botul an ston - put am
fo autsayd Wen yu don put am, mek yu layt faya 80 1 go 51 smok no se yu h
*don flﬁlsh "

« :" (3 . . ’ [

./ 8o trokl i wuman put Gl haf haf botul-dem an ston fo autsayd den i layt

. faya. Wen - troki sl smok i ho se i wuman don finish put sof tin-dem fo autsayd.

So troki jomp i fol fo brokin botul an ston. 01 i bak, chakera. Na onli- day bin lef
i. Bet i wuman kari i fo som trog medsin man. Di medsin man manej Bote i
Joyn troki i- bak bet no  bin f1t bi layk fes fes taym,

| 4

Na-di tin mek troki i bak de naf haf. -




2. VOCABULARY

“invayt .
bed | ,
mis o \\\ '
-pati - AN

- mitop

Jos' ,
hongrk pas mi fo skin

“dina

skay . ' R

bif

eni

fqga'

dri

eni man (eni bed)
Ol man

‘introflyus - o

Poli Poli
Naytingel

 Iqul

'Wuna Ol1'
savis

I min se
wet
trot
trot dray

v

pan

_tok egen 5 N

butu

11k

"veks pas mi fo skin

" invite

" bird
- miss
. party; feast .

feast
sky

animal ' - ;“

to meet (has the idea of
going towards someone)

every; any

feather

to accept, to agree _
eéch‘person (each bird)
everybody '
to introduce oneself
parrot-

ﬁightingale‘ -

eagle ’_

'All of you'; 'You all'
servant

It means that

‘ to wait °

throat
thirsty
plate, dish; bowl; ete.

is too much for y body")

to repeat; to say again
to stOOp; to bend down.
Here it means: to’ get‘down
to somethipg. e .
~ to lick | ' !
ﬂi_just S | !
I'm very very hungry ("Hunge{
"
|

I'm very angry ("Anger is
too much for my body") |




in

éown’ :

"Hunger

y") -
riis

.graun

chek
maﬁej
las

jomp |
sof - R ' .o

L et

hye hot :ln _ .
hye kol; ‘hye hongri; hye hit

‘ Y :
layt ' |
faya ‘ " 'K~

‘ smok R .

tray somtin

brokin

haf haf
chakara '
Na onli day bin ‘lef i

(%

tron troy .

1 X
medsin man

joyn' o ‘ 2

QUESTIONS ‘ON THE TEXT

1. Wetin bin bi fo skay wan de?
. Hu dem bin invayt ‘am fo de?
.« Ha man fit rich fo skay?

2
3

4. Way onli bed dem fit rich fo skay?
5. Wetin troki bin du so dat mek i tu rich fo skay?
6. Wich pem troki bin gif i sef? -

7. Wetin di savis we'bin brin mimbo bin tok?

8

- Wetin troki bin tpk £o bed-dem?

9. Wetin di savis we i bin brii’ chop

Wetin troki bin:tok fo bed-dem?
Wetin troki bin du wit di chop?

39

B N

AN
ground; earth

_ to think

manage
last
Jump

' soft' . -

to be in paidﬂ to feel pain

to feel cold; to feel hungry,
to fell warm

to light .-+ ) ' .
fire
smoke

to try something, to make
ah experimeq}

" broken

pieces RN
to break into pieces

Only death awaited him. It
was only left for him-to die.

‘very powerful

doctdy
to $ut together, to add

<

bin tok? .




- 12, Foseka wetin hongri aq veks bin pas bed—dem‘fo skin?

13. Wetin bed~dem bin du’ troki?
14, Wetin troki bin tok fo Poli Poli? _ \
15. Way yu tin se i bin tok so? : ‘- o -
~ 16."Wetin Poli -Poli bin tok fo troki i wuian? | | |
‘ 17. Way yu tin se i bin tgk 80? | | ‘_ i
18. Wetin bin hapin taym we troki jomp? S '
19. Ha troki manej get bak we i de haf haf.
20. Wich kayn sensftrgki¢bin yus fo ful.bed-dem?- -
4. A. GRAMMAR: Conjunctions | S .
| The common conjunctions in Pidgin include. . T ‘
Bet = "but" s T e i .
I no get moni bet He’ has no money but he is a good
i gud hat. - . (generous) person.
- S0 = "in order that...", "so that...®* J
Tel am se mek i put ol ' Tell her to put soft things ‘out’ 80
sof tin fo autsayd, so, that when I jump I won't be hurt. :

~

wen a jomp a no go hye hot.

(Note that it is very common to start a sentence with "so" 2& ‘
Pidgin; this indicates a logical sequence to what has prece d?

Mek = "in order that..." "so that..." .. .
I de chop mek 1 fat. ' _ He-eats in order to gain weight.
.FQseka se; bikgs ="because” ) . )
A kam let foseka se a I came late because I woke up late.]
wekop let. _ ' ' )
"I de veks bikos. I¥ no get He is angry because he has no
kolhat. - sweetheart,
Taym we = "when" . ' » _
Arata de ple taym we The rat (mouse) plays when the cat. §
pusi no de. 18 away. C
Sote = "until" K .
Peterﬂwgy‘éote i taya.. Peter worked until he was tired
A don wet sote... . I waited until...!

_ , (i.e. too much!)
lﬁ;Ié& = "if" ' | _ o
A go kam if a get mgni. I will come if I have money.

S



g."dr" ‘- - . . . im'

) i ‘ . . .
‘A no no weda John o I don't know whether John or Lucy .
Lucy go kam. - - . * - will come. r
~an (sometimes, in older Pidgin: na) = "angd" o |
Lucas an David dem - Lucas and David are close friends.
-bi tayt kombi. , Lo : .
. L J -
grude mi na yu go wye ., Today yéd.and I wil ttle tAis.
- wan fut trosis. ' - f
(Note that Pidgin éoes,not often use an to co ct verbs - .

or clauses) :_

‘A go kam tek am. I will come and take it. .
Totis 1i.chop, i chop, Tortoise ate and ate until he
sote i bele wan. bos. . nearly burst.

. B. GRAMMAR: Coumpound Tenses T
" 1. Futuge Continuous (...go de..:)

N

’

Just as in English, this tensé.is_used to indicate an action
that will be going on when another.future”action takes place.

A go de wok- taym we yu - I will be working when you arrive.
. go kam. . S o . -

Yowi go de ple futbol taym - We'll be playing football when you .
- We wuna go bi fg’Elas. : are in class.

2. Past Continuous (...bin de...)

« Again, as in English,‘this tense indicates an a
in the past when another takes place. -

D
cEionlgoing on

” . A bin de chop taym we I was eating when you arrived..’
yu . o , | . o
I bin de slip taym we ' He was sleeping when the thief

tif man enta. ' came in.

3. Note that the above two tenses, Future Conti

and Past Continuous (...bin de...) tend to 1

~ longer action which is happening before, dur
‘even after another takes place. :

de wok—>

. m&-===tA_go, de_wok-
. ¢ N pem < Yu g5 kam.
) ' (2:30 p.m)

,1_Pcm—~*~5-é—9in-g-_§h9

_ , Yu bin kam
" (] " :‘.'-‘.y . . ‘1:15'pomo)

nuous (:..go -de...).

ndicate a
ing and perhaps

=Z=4p.m

E:f{;3o p.m. .

e

o pe g e




* »

_ 4. Past Continuous (...bin de...) can also be used to express things
3 one ‘used t6 do" over a long period. -

John bin- dé klaym stik < John used to climb trees when
taym we i bin bi smol pikin. .= he was a child.

5. Past Perfect (...bin don...).
The ...bin don...form is used to express an, action that-already
took place before another past action.

A bin don chop taym we + I had (already) eaten when you arrivee-
yu kam. - .
. Lucas bin don go taym Lucas had (already) left when the
., we di haus bin bon. house- caught fire.
Fish bin don finish fo . . All the fish in the market had been
maket taym we i bin wan bay an, sold when he wanted to. buy some..
6. Future Perfect (...go don. ..) ' ' g '

As would be expected the.... go don....form expresses a future’
action which is expected to take place/finish before another one,.

~

Taym we yu go.rich' g Wheh you arrive at the. house I wi11

- . haus a go don go mi. have already left. .

. 4.C. "MORE ADVERBS

egen = again, more, some more, any more.

A no fit slip egen. - = I can't sleep any more.
I no go kam egen. .He will not come back again.
v . 'Atol = a strong agreement 'with a ndgative statement
- - - Yuno de chop snek? You don't eat,snake? ‘
 Atol | . Never/Not aft \ll.

a

or a strong disagreement with a positive question-
Yu de lay? = Do 'you tell lies?

, . Atol = Never/Not at all
Wantaym = immediately, right away
‘Mek wi go wantaym. = Let's go immediately.
Dem don mitop wantaym. They met right away.
Daso ; Daegl = only ) .
A don bay daso fau1l, I bought only chicken..
. "A wan fo luk daso.’ I only want to look.

Tu = too, much; too | | -




‘I tu dye,

-91- .

-Uit'e too expensive
Tutu = too mmuch o |
, I de tutu wok. .+« He works too much.
Soso = always. all the time. -

Dem de soso drink mimbg‘xhey a*e always 'drinking beer.

5. ASSIGNMENT - I

t

)

6. ASSIGNMENT - II

You have seen two stories in Pidgin which explain the origim of-
some behaviour or characteristic of certain anifials (Tortoise and Pig).

»

t

*

~ , . S
- Tranglate the folkale of the beginhing of this lesson into English.

'eMake up stories in Pidgin to present to the ‘class explaining

a)
" b)
c)
d)
e)

"Why the
Why the

Why the
why the
Why the

lizard constantly does push—ups.
porcupine has quills.

snake has no legs. .
giraffe-has a long neck.

chicken does not fly.
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QUICK PIDGIN GRAMMAR REFERENCE

\
I Subject Pronouns * , - D L -
. . Singular ~ Plural
’ - a-=1I | T wi = we | _
yu = you - o : ) _ wunas -you S
1 = he, she, it ; . 'de, dem = they
'II Posgessive Pronouns
- Singular b ' " Plural
ma=my - -~ wi=our - Y,
“ﬂ ya = your . ‘'wuna = your -
i = his, her; its . - dem = their
'f;III Object Pronouns _ : . :
| Sinqular _ . Plural N
mi = me : 7 " wi = us
_ yu = you - - < . 'wung = your. j'_ .
v i = him, her (persons, animals) dem = them (persons, animals
am = it (things, places) ) ... am; dem ='theﬁ (thfngs,
‘ | - T places) |
'IV Relative or Connecting Pronouns A |
‘We (followed at gome point ('  who | = “
in the sentence by the.” ( --whose _ .
appropriate accompanying ( whom . !
pronoun: 1i,am,etc.) ( which '
. : (  that )
. ( for whiech .
. ' (. of which
N _— 5 ‘ (- . 'etec
'V Verb tenses and their markers I v o
h ‘ Present Continuous - - - A de kam . i 
"Habitual . : o - A de kam (téﬁride- )

104




N ' - K :
. . _ -
" , =93~
Future - A go kam v,
N - Imperative (I) - Kam!
L | . ' . '] -
. : . Wuna kam!
Imperative  (II) o -Mek wuna kam
Unspecified Past .  -A don kam B . 2

© . (negative : A noba kam)

Specified or Simple Past -A bin kam
Simple,Conditioﬁal_ ' -If a get moni, a gé'yam -

Hypothetical Conditional-If a bin get mgnij a fo kam.

-

 Complex tenses

Future Continuous ' -

¢

Past Continuous -
. . , v

Future_Perfect . -

Past Perfect '_ ; -

Hypothetical'Condiéional-

. o

-8

L’

N

A go de kam

A bin de kam
A go don kam i
NG :

»

If a bin Egn get moni, a fo don ka

L 2}

A bin don kam SRR

m

I’;




S _..ﬁtﬁ_ _3;‘; ".; } 1'l 'f - ;-
- _ o ;o =94- l

L s E - PAYNAPUL | T
' (o ASBignement- Below is a list of common Pidgin proverbs. .
- O ’Fund out what they mean...........-
:1. Trobul no de rip bel._-_ ‘ . L

- 2. Mbonga bin tel njanga se wi go mitop fo\pat 'sup.
3. Wan han no %E tay bondru. ’
4. Dayman no de fye ber;grgn{:

5. Arata no de mek nyanga,fgiéusi 1 domot. .
6. Sofli sofli kach monki. |

- 7. Man no day, man no rgtin:-'

8. Eni wéta de.kWeﬁéhkaYa. -

9. wéta go 1if"ston. e

jo. mgkifg mot no bi kago fo hed.
_L_ 11. De no bi_wén | ”
,12.'Hu Sgn dog? -
~ 13, Tikofdrink/ Kumba drork.
i 14. Wen yu‘w§§h han, yu-c§gp.witL chif,
> . 15. Man we'i‘aks, no fit frobay. |
. 16. Man we 1 get mot, no fit mis rot. _

17. Adaman tin no put ay. . S . _ *~J

- 18.'A.gi_§sha kari Kenja. . ’ | L '_i. i : '

| ; 19..ﬁgni'n9 bi sansan. ‘.(::y\g | .'. | ‘ ':. -

" 20. bu m.;'aﬂdu yu, god no go veks. " o

21, Mgnki_égg,-babun ¢hop.

. 22. Ay ng de shut bif.
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. 25.

- "'.-‘ 95 -

Gron bif ho ‘de rgjef 'i.0l haus.

K‘di man day, "koni man beri am.

Ha,n faul no f1t ha.la fo a.lamm i ton.

26. Gron br.:r no ‘Pit dig hol fo wata..

o7,

h ]

.28.
29.

30.

31 . Pikjn. fo haus pas kwobo fo kva,

32..Yu flt kot
)

Man ve i ben i bJ.abla.. na i go hwe- simel

Hye fo m'e, -tok fo de, no ba.d‘fo mek wa.hala.

S

Kontrl sitik '%abl ton kontn f‘um

Tor1 bm fayn, tlﬁna.n laf fo banda. )

L
N

,a fut trowe am if p1k1n shit fo. de?

33. Man no de kari wata fo basket

| 3s.

36.

37.
38.

39,

Lo.
b1,
b2,
L3,
b,

45, Wen' han de rob fut, fut tu de rob han.

34, Hori hori brok trosa.

e
Wakaman no de tori.

Trenja no de kuk kanda.

Gut fren pas bad broda.

7 e

Ayon sabi kpt ayon. °*

De de go, kwacha de trog.

Jam pas day, monki chop pepe, kol am se njakatu.
o y . . » -

Bup i swit, na ma moni mek am.

Rod fo go Legos i 121, bet’ fo" kam’ ba.k ns. waya._'

Bele no get Sonde.

Dayman noba hongrl. )

.

»

L]
+

-

L'y

-
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Sens no bi,daspo fo wan man. * *© \d . o
Smol no bi sik-o. . . |

-

Du gud ton bad.. . e e . -

Moto no fit waka fo kwata rot. - :
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