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Sinhala Structures

FOREWORD

This is the third volume of Basic Sinhala, a course for
the beginning student which is presented in three modules:

I Beginning Signs and Letters
IT1 General Conversation
IITI Sinhala Structures

Many individuals and institutions, both here and in Sri Lanka,
were instrumental in bringing this series of lessons to its present
form. Acknowledgments are made in the foreword to the second
module, General Conversation.

This module is intended as a reference manual on Sinhala
structures which will supplement and expand on the brief notes
which appear in module II, General Conversation. At the present
time most of the students for whom Basic Sinhala has been prepared
begin the study of Sinhala after they arrive in Sri Lanka. The
organization of language instruction there differs in some impor-
tant ways from that at the Foreign Service Institute. Generally
all aspects of course presentation and design are the responsi-
bility of the classroom teacher. The teacher presents the struc-
tural analysis of the language to the students, writes and present
special materials as required by individual needs, and conducts
the actual audio-lingual instruction. The number of students
involved in basic Sinhala courses at any given time is limited to
a small official staff, but the specific goals and needs of the
students, ranging from the language of agricultural development
to that of cultural affairs to that necessary simply to answer
the Embassy phones in the evening, are so disparate as to
place demands on the classroom teacher way out of proportion to
their numbers. This module has been revised in consultation
with the classroom teachers at the Embassy with the following
objectives in mind: (1) to simplify the task of presenting
Sinhala structures in class and thereby to free the teacher for
other work; (2) to enable the teacher to write additional mate-
rials on new topics as required by student needs without construct-
ing an entirely new course, and (3) to assist the student in
assigned homework and review.

Grammar is considered a dry topic by some and a fearsome
one by many others. For either audience we hope these pages
have been relieved somewhat by the pictures of other kinds of
"ginhala structures" which were generously provided to us by the
Ceylon Tourist Board.

Bonnie Graham MacDougall
Ithaca, New York
April 1979
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I THE SOUND SYSTEM

Sinhala has twenty-five consonants which are arranged below
according to point and manner of articulation.

lab. den. alv., ret. pal, vel. glot.

Stops voiceless p t T c k
voiced b d D j g
pre-nasalized b ¥d hD hg

) /
Spirants £ s s h
A
Nasals m n n
Liquids 1
r
Semivowels w vy

The following vowels occur in Sinhala both short and long.

i u
e ° o)
a a
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As the chart on the preceding page should suggest, the
sound system of Sinhala is not sharply divergent from that of
English. In fact, many, if not most of the sounds in Sinhala
can be identified with those in English without obstructing
communication, although this should not be taken to mean that
Sinhala speakers will regard the pronunciation as accentless.

The similarities between the two languages notwithstanding,
there are some areas of the Sinhala sound system which are not
reminiscent of English and to which the learner will have to
pay particular attention. They are treated below.

1. The contrast between dental and retroflex stops.

The Sinhala dental stops /t/ and /d/ are articulated against
the tooth ridge. The retroflex stops are articulated in a more
retracted position. English t and d are normally identified
with the Sinhala retroflex stops rather than with the dental ones.
Examples are abundant in numerous English loan words in Sinhala.
Examples:

O72$e30 Majestic (name of a Colombo theater)
6250 jetty
a:[elcle) hotel
6570 coats
9Dl Grandpass, a municipal ward in
Colombo
2. The contrast between nasal + consonant and nasalized

consonant.

As the chart on the preceding page shows, Sinhala has
four pre-nasalized consonants (fb, {d, XD and hg) which contrast
with the following consonant clusters: mb, nd, nD and ng.
Examples of the contrast appear below.

coned Colombo 6emM 60D wooden stool
e tree trunk BB E hill
Sale) circle PR circle
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Failure to master this contrast completely is not likely to
result in embarassing bloopers, since it appears that there are
not a large number of paired words with highly divergent meanings
which are distinguished in this way. The contrast, however, often
has grammatical significance. Singular and plural forms of the
same word are sometimes distinguished in this way: for example
circle/circles above.

3. The contrast between single and doubled consonants.

In Sinhala most consonants occur both singly and doubled

in the middle of words between vowels. The only exceptions are
the nasalized stops, /f/, /4/, /h/ and /r/ which occur only singly.
The contrast occurs only medially. It does not appear either

in word initial or in word final position.

Mastry of this contrast is of great importance for the
learner. There are a large number of paired words which are dis-
tinguished in this way. (An extensive list of examples appears
in General Conversation pp. 5-7). This contrast is important
not simply because the list of words which show it is long, but
also because those wordsoccur with high frequency in conversation.
Moreover, the contrast has grammatical significance. An adjectival
verb form shows single /n/, for example, whereas the infinitive

form shows /nn/. Examples are given below.
3] going Y1) to go
e v drinking R Y1) to drink
55 eating DB to eat
4,

Sinhala vowels and syllable-timed rhythm.

English has a system of stresses which marks differences in
word meanings (insight, incite), and which also determines the qual-
ity of some vowels and times the rhythm of the sentence. 1In the
English stress-timed rhythm the time required to proceed from one
main stress to another is roughly equal regardless of the number of
intervening syllables. Vowels in those syllables which intervene
between primary stresses are likely to be "reduced". Sinhala
does not have this system. Rhythm is syllable timed, that is,
syllables are roughly equal in length. Vowels should be pronounced
with "full value", that is, as spelled. For example, ede®, 'here’,
not 9ay . Gﬁn@g@@@,'stool'; notm@@@a, and so forth.
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II THE GRAMMATICAL SYSTEM
1. Nouns
1.1. Introduction

Many of the distinctions made in the Sinhala nominal
system will seem logical and familiar to the speaker of English.
As in English, the noun is marked for number, that is as either
singular or plural., Nouns are also marked for definiteness,

a grammatical category which is handled in English with preceding
articles, i.e., the book (definite), a book (indefinite).

There are two broad categories of nouns in Sinhala, animate
and inanimate. The former refers to people and animals and the
latter includes all other nouns. Certain kinds of relationships
between nouns and verbs are marked in Sinhala with case endings.
Subjects of sentences are generally in the direct case, an un-
marked form of the noun which is the one entered in dictionaries.
Other case categories include the dative (the form for the indirect
object), genitive (the possessive form) and the instrumental.

Nouns in Sinhala can be categorized according to the form of the

case endings, The basic division is between animate and inanimate
nouns. Inanimate nouns are further subdivided into four classes.
1.2. Sample paradigms of Sinhala nouns

The generalizations which appear in 1.1 are illustrated
below with representative forms. The inflected forms of the
Sinhala noun are illustrated with five paradigms, each of which
represents a major class of nouns.

A. Ousmwm the gentleman

singular definite forms

direct Qumcn the gentleman

dative Bloloola 1e) to the gentleman
genitive Rlateiolasiclo] of the gentleman
instrumental Riolotelailola) by the gentleman
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singular indefinite forms

direct Blolstelclai] a gentleman

dative Slolsolelat1e) to a gentleman
genitive Rlalotolelatrlelo) of a gentleman
instrumental Slatsloleiaintclal} by a gentleman

plural forms

direct Rlalatofels gentlemen
dative Clislotolel2ale) to gentlemen
genitive Slolslolelfatelo] of gentlemen
instrumental Clalotefeisatelols] by gentlemen
B. cle:1a) the book

singular definite forms

direct & ko) the book

dative 650 to the book
genitive cle:lcla] of the book
instrumental Gt GHY by the book

singular indefinite forms

direct IS 1ol a book

dative clo 2l 1) to a book
genitive Clegala) of a book
instrumental GBS by a book
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plural forms

direct cleite) books

dative GBOEO to books
genitive cle 3 18] of books
instrumental cendOES by books

cC. 3 O» the bus

singular definite forms

direct 3 v the bus

dative 3 D0 to the bus
genitive A3 ded of the bus
instrumental 3 dens by the bus

singular indefinite forms

direct R Dot a bus

dative Q3 DO to a bus
genitive A3 don of a bus
instrumental A3 Do5s by a bus

plural forms

direct o3 busses

dative IR0 to busses
genitive QD of busses
instrumental ReIDEH by busses
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D. cw?deid the hotel (sometimes also spelled 6®30Gc,
the base for the indefinite fcrms -- see below.)

singular definite forms

direct cwlOe@ the hotel

dative 63 06E0 to the hotel
genitive qosgilolss of the hotel
instrumental qorfelclgll by the hotel

singular indefinite forms

direct oielglalal a hotel

dative cly/glal10) to a hotel
genitive GHTOCWD of a hotel
instrumental HBIGINALS) by a hotel

plural forms

direct cloi¥e} hotels

dative 6ufOEORD to hotels
genitive TR of hotels
instrumental cwfOETES by hotels

E. c0ed house

singular definite forms

direct Iolete] the house

dative otetele) to the house
genitive olele of the house
instrumental oleters)] by the house
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singular indefinite forms

direct cluletetn) a house

dative clolelelnl?) to a house
genitive GOESH of a house
instrumental cOESHS by a house

plural forms

direct clol={eldl§) houses

dative cluleteldls1/619) to houses
genitive Clolde1/613/§) of houses
instrumental oltelalgraliot by houses

The noun forms given above are representative ones, that is, the
rest of the nouns in Sinhala are declined like one of those given
above. All animate nouns show endings like *the gentleman', in
paradigm A. As for inanimate nouns, in order to know which one
of the remaining classes a particular noun belongs to, one must
know the direct definite singular form and the genitive definite

singular form. These forms vary according to class. In order
to predict all the forms of a particular noun, one must know
these two forms and the direct plural form as well. Directions

for forming other forms from these basic ones are given below.

1.21 A nouns: nouns declined like ®wsmww 'the gentleman'

Nouns belonging to the class illustrated by Oundnw,
'the gentleman', are all animate nouns. The following are
examples of nouns which belong to this particular class.

OnBH the gentleman

B0 the younger sister
R the mother

OB ws the man

10
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Important characteristics of A nouns

a. The genitive case ending is 6d

b. The instrumental case ending is cod

Examples of A nouns in sentences

Qudow [HISO wnd. The gentleman is going to Kandy.
29 omed . Mother lives in Colombo.

8 7dNed DD oSHd. Father works for the government.
2868 ¢l eees Bm. Mother's elder brother went home.

Further information on the formation of A noun case forms appears
in 1.3.

1.22 B nouns: nouns declined like cew®m»n 'the book',

This class of inanimate nouns is the most important one
because it has the largest membership. One can usually assume that
a noun ending in & belongs to class B. Examples:

Yo} the road

Gomnd Sri Lanka

¢cO3mD America

nce the winnowing basket
(?@96 the lamp

50 the mouth

Important characteristics of B nouns

a. The direct definite singular ends in &
b. The genitive definite singular ends in J

c. The instrumental definite singular ends in 98

11
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dudom @ed 6d3meds. The gentleman came from America.
99 Quvged Qom0 G . I was born in Sri Lanka.
68 md ofed pDSO. This road goes to Kandy.

1.23 C nouns: nouns declined 1like AT Ay 'the bus'.

Nouns which belong to this class end in 9 . Many words
from English have been borrowed into Sinhala as class C nouns.
The following Sinhala nouns belong to class C:

& Do the car

0@ G%ﬂo’ﬁf Doy the telephone
c&medd D the photo

@?8 2 the elevator

Important characteristics of C nouns

a. The direct definite singular form ends in 9.

b. The plural direct form can be formed from the direct definite
singular form by removing 9». Examples

A3 Oy singular direct definite form

3 plural direct

c. The instrumental definite singular ends in dens Example:
A3 Dens’ by the bus
d. The genitive definite singular ends in dez Example:

3 Do of the bus

13
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Examples of C nouns in sentences

A Densd oy yeds &7 Can (you) go by bus?

edd O Bewnd &7 Is there a flashlight?

dudom o Ond Do Sewnd ¢? Do you have a ticket, sir?

1.24 D nouns: nouns declined like oeuf0cd 'the hotel’

Important characteristics of D nouns

The direct definite singular form and the genitive definite
singular form of D nouns end in & . The dictionary entry form

given in () below is generally spelled with -g¢ , however.

esdvel (e85da) the answer
med  (mes) the time, period
c8e? (68t) the table

Examples of D nouns in sentences

28 @ed cwldeed. We came from the hotel.
emed nun MERT O RESO At paddy cutting time, women take
570 GOBLHD . food to the field.

1.25 E nouns: nouns declined like c®gS 'the house'

In the direct definite singular, all E nouns end in &.
The following Sinhala nouns belong to class E:

ulete] the house
CMER Colombo

e the middle
0w the afternoon

14
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Important characteristics of E nouns

a. The direct definite singular and the genitive definite sin-
gular forms end in &.

b. The instrumental definite singular ends in q@%.

¢c. The class has a very limited membership. Most nouns with
direct case endings in g belong to class B.

udon 6088 @Bnd &7 Is the gentleman in the house?
cnd 00 emedd wndr. I am going to Colombo tomorrow.

THE RUVANVELI DAGABA FROM A DISTANCE WITH THE JETAVANARAMAYA
DAGABA (3rd CENTURY A.D.) TO THE RIGHT. FOREGROUND, THE NUWARA
WEWA, THE LARGEST TANK IN ANURADHAPURA (3000 ACRES).

1.3 The cases

1.31 The direct case

Direct case forms may be singular indefinite, singular defi-
nite or plural. Thus, em»n, 'the book', ewmo»s, 'a book', and
etng, 'books', are all direct case forms.

15
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Subjects of verbs are in the direct case. For example:

%68 Bewsnd. There is a road.

S0 @¥es pIC. I live in Kandy.

o FEmDD andi. Father is going to India.

Qudom @60 ¢eddmeds. The gentleman came from America.

Direct objects of verbs are also usually in the direct case.

dudom S DD . The gentleman sends letters.
dudom GyOs donD. The gentleman is sending a letter.
Qv 3D DDv. The gentleman is sending the letter.

The direct definite singular form is the one a Sinhala gives
when asked for the translation of an English word. It is also
the form entered in dictionaries.

1.32 The dative case

The dative case ending is O . Dative case forms may be
singular definite, singular indefinite or plural. The dative
case in Sinhala most often translates the English 'to somewhere,
something or someone.' Thus, a dative case form is equatable
with what is sometimes called the indirect object. Examples:

20 2603mdD v, I am going to America.
20 38 920 Guwi. I went to that village.
08 9EE0 wdE gBfmm. I gave money to younger brother.
00 ©OmO wH. I am going to a village.
O c¥BOR0 W . I am going to the chenas.
1.321 Use

Sometimes dative case forms translate into English as in-
direct objects, as in the examples above. Sometimes they equate
with other structures, as in the examples below.

16
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For instance, with the verb &y; 'want', the actor is in the
dative case. Examples:

20 2603md0 B» ;. I want to go to America.
20 Il o8 o> Iv:. I want to get a ticket.
Qdnnd 68 cdy ni. The gentleman wants to drink tea.

The actors in sentences with 9@88 'can' and Q;'cannot', are
also in the dative case. Examples:

80 fowe vmMBSTy yEdH. I can speak Sinhala.

20 @ofis Bwddn 3OS . I can read English.

uiomd mE I yROB. The gentleman can drive cars.

9GRD QFZmdD o yEds. Younger brother can go to India.

D0 Howe DMHSED d:. I cannot speak Sinhala.

80 ) HSH» . The gentleman cannot work.

Q@ 2Gd3mmdDD wfm . Younger sister cannot go to America.

The dative case form is used in construction with the verbs
¥ and Bewnpd 'be', to produce the meaning 'have' or 'have to'.
Examples:

90 3R Bewsd. I have money (lit., there is money
to me.).
08N 0 ACCEH QEDh . The gentleman has a dog (lit., there

is a dog to the gentleman).

With a dependent infinitive &xougn? takes on the meaning ‘have to'.
Examples:

90 60ss «fd Decnd. I have to go home

00 m& dend wBn Bewsdis. I have to go by car.

90 w3 o¥n BeLn. I have to buy rice.
BN O D) BSBEH BGIDM . The gentleman has to work.

17
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LANKATILAKA IMAGE HOUSE, POLONNARUWA, 12th CENTURY
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1.322 Formation of dative case forms

In the singular definite, the dative case ending is added
to the direct definite singular form. Thus, o60¢s + O = ceedd
mS+0 = mw3S0 , gon t O = gm0,
This rule applies to both animate and inanimate nouns. The
formula for forming the dative indefinite singular for inanimate
nouns is direct indefinite singular form + ¢ + 0.

For animate nouns the formula is: direct indefinite singular
form + ¢ + 0.

Examples:
cloleteln} a house loltei~Y0) to a house
S a road SO to a road
RISl a dog ACeEn0 to a dog
IBeus a man 9B eund to a man

In the plural the dative case ending is added to the plural stem.
For inanimate nouns the plural stem is identical with the genitive
plural (see 1.3323). For example, ICOERE + O = dEDEDED
'to the vegetables'; c0edOE0E + O = 60eSOEDRO 'to E%e houses'.
You can look at the formation of the dative plural of inanimate
nouns in another way: the ending 90 is added to the direct
plural form. Thus, GOESOE + RO = 60csI3DRO 'to the
houses', and so forth.

With animate nouns, the dative case ending is also added to the
plural stem. If the direct plural form ends in & , the plural
stem is identical with the direct plural. Thus:

plural stem dative plural
DOBE 5HBEI O to the younger sisters
OCE® O3E® 0 to the younger brothers

If the direct plural form of an animate noun ends in & , the stem
ends in g8 . If it ends in ¢, the stem ends in g% .

Look at the examples below.
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direct plural plural stem plural dative
Busnd: gentlemen Cloliotelsa] Rlolstlelto 1o,
R chickens aned anCHO
emiEec] boys emidcs e EEB0
dcecs dogs A3 ACEHO
gSemnEeis those people gSconEes FSeERHO

The rules above will generate dative forms of all classes. Review
the sample paradigms and look at the dative case forms which
appear.

1.33 The genitive case

1.331 Use
Nouns in the genitive case often show possession. Examples:
968 cwyn. My book.
mImed gd. Father's daughter.
domed Stdnd. The gentlemen's job.
cmed »VdA. The cover of the book.
cyeld e&d. The door of the house.

In some instances they show location and translate the English
'on or in something'. Examples:

99 0D nSFesd @dRed. I work in the government.
dudow 0D nsded cwided. The gentleman works in the hotel.
82 @¥ed cuedp. I live in a house.

1.332 Formation of genitive case forms

Definite singular forms of the genitive must be memorized.
For some classes of nouns they are predictable from the direct
singular form, and for other classes they are not.
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1.3321 Genitive definite singular forms.

In the genitive definite singular, class A nouns take the ending

6@ - This ending is added to the direct definite singular form.
Examples:
direct definite singular genitive definite singular
Do gentleman Do 6
&d daughter jetalclo)
5o@ younger sister DB
For nouns ending in ] one cannot determine the class by looking

at the direct definite singular. Both B and E nouns have direct
definite singular forms in ¢ . If the noun is class E like c®ed
'house', the genitive definite singular form is identical with
the direct. If the noun is class B like awm 'the book', the
genitive definite singular ends in & , i.e., GteES .

For class C nouns like Q¢ 9» 'the bus', the genitive definite
singular form is predictable. It ends in & , i.e., 9 dosl .

If the noun is class D like oufde@ 'the hotel', the genitive
definite singular form is also predictable. It is identical
with the direct.

1.3322 Genitive indefinite singular forms

For inanimate nouns the formula is indefinite direct form plus ¢.

direct indefinite genitive indefinite
cthos a book GtRDD of a book
GuIORWLH a hotel RIS of a hotel
[Joletelo)] a house loTeteln) of a house
S Yein} a road S5 of a road

The formula for the genitive indefinite form of animate nouns is
indefinite direct form + gedf . Examples:

direct indefinite genitive indefinite
AceEy a dog d3ecned of a dog
em3ecs a boy emEocned of a boy

deees a cat deecned of a cat
22
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1.3323 Genitive plural forms
The formula for genitive plural forms of inanimate

nouns is direct plural form + 9z . Examples:

direct plural genitive plural
dcog vegetables dedgde of vegetables
cloleleldl¢} houses QoI 613l6 of houses
oyl chenas eBBOR of chenas

The formula for the genitive plural of animate nouns is plural
stem (cf. 1.32) + ¢ . Sometimes the plural stem is identical
with the direct plural (see 1.32). For instance, in the case of
direct plurals ending in @& :

direct plural plural stem plural genitive
5B younger sisters 5B 506 66
g3 older brothers 3o 33366

Often however, the plural stem is not identical with any case form.
For example:

direct plural plural stem plural genitive
Dialatolel] gentlemen Rlolatolel?o)] Clalotelelzafelo]

A@=cT dogs ACcH AceTed

GmmEGET boys CMERY emERYed

With ¢ and & plurals, note above in 1.32 that the formula for
the plural stem is direct plural form, minus the final vowel plus
either g3 or «f . If the direct plural ends in ¢, add g3
for the stem; if it ends in & , add g3 .

1.34 The instrumental case

1.341 Use

Instrumental case forms are generally translated into English as
'by, with or from something.' Appropriate translations vary.
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99 onfddewsd B . I went by train.
e8 RNDEF wdnds ded. Some of these goods are mine.
D 160 ged3meds. He came from America.

1.342 Formation of instrumental case forms.

1.3421 Instrumental definite singular forms.

For inanimate nouns the instrumental forms end in either g or 3% .
Examples:

definite singular: direct instrumental
Class B nouns cl¥o) book [clefclal)

Class C nouns & O car & dens’
Class D nouns edet3 table et

Class E nouns c®ed house c0edy

Look back at the sample paradigms given above in 1.2,

The formula for the instrumental definite singular form of animate

nouns is direct definite singular form plus oees. Examples:
direct instrumental
D he DN ens
GOER girl COERGOD

1.3422 Instrumental indefinite singular forms.

For inanimate nouns the formula is direct indefinite singular form

plus Q% . Examples:

indefinite singular: direct instrumental
Gt a book GBS
c®ess a house ©®edHE

For animate nouns the formula is direct indefinite singular form
plus &GOy . Examples:
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direct indefinite singular instrumental indefinite singqular
slcialag a son jslciolafeloll
56083 a daughter Slmlelotl

1.3423 Instrumental plural forms

With inanimate nouns the formula for the instrumental

plural is plural direct form + 935 . Examples:
direct plural instrumental plural
c0esdE houses c0eSDEDES
cleile) books IR
ot2) chenas GBTOEH

The formula for the instrumental plural of animate nouns is plural
stem + c9y¥ . Examples:

direct plural plural stem instrumental plural
Qlolotole]) gentlemen Rlolotolelso)] Blolsiolerzalcion)]
BOWE younger sisters  pode DGR COB

1.4 Definite and indefinite forms of the noun

Definiteness and indefiniteness are marked only in the singular
The definite forms such as ®d, 'road', dd d» 'bus', and Qe
'plow', may be translated as 'road, bus, plow' or 'the road, the
bus, the plow'. Indefinite forms such as ®ds3 , @ s , and
YRS , are best translated as ‘'a road, a bus, a plow'.

The direct indefinite of inanimate nouns ends in ¢» . Examples:

direct indefinite form

[Joletela) a house
©Os a village
SO a country

The direct indefinite of animate nouns ends in ©®3 . Examples:
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direct indefinite form

ddces a dog
yens a son

Formulas for the formation of all definite and indefinite case
forms have appeared in 1.3.

1.5 Animate and inanimate nouns: agreement

As previously noted in 1.2, animate nouns are declined
differently than those which are inanimate. There are also
differences in agreement, some of which are given below.

1.51 Bewndy and @8»dh 'be'.

Examples:
OGCE @EFHds. There are younger brothers.
mE Beond . There are cars.
The verbs &ewsndr and @I both mean 'be'. Forms of the verb

pewnd may only be used with subjects which are inanimate.
QBn s is used only with animate subjects.

1.52 Animate and inanimate nouns and quantity.

There are animate numerals and inanimate numerals. Animate
numerals either modify or are substituted for animate nouns.
Inanimate numerals either modify or are substituted for inanimate
nouns. Examples:

Oudnd: oy eqevd End. There are three gentlemen.
m8 nod Beodds. There are three cars.

58 6qen8 Q. There are three (animate)
o8 Bewnds. There are three (inanimate).
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Rlilotolclata) a
Rlilojolel Acletlcrala) 2
Ousnd: 7 caens 3
dudns: wod ecensd 4
Oudnd: vl eqens 5
Oudnst v caens 6

gentleman

gentlemen
gentlemen
gentlemen
gentlemen

gentlemen

other numeral forms appear in 6.

coletels}]
G0ESOE cenn

GO&SIE oy
Joletel g R lolel)

COESDE vus
CO&SDE W

house

houses

3 houses

houses

houses

houses

ENTRANCE TO DAMBULLA ROCK TEMPLES
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2. Verbs
2.1 Basic classes. Sinhala verbs fall into three main classes:
1. Verbs with a stem vowel . Example: DBH 'cut'
2. Verbs with a stem voweld. Example: D605 'fall'
3. Verbs with a stem vowel @. Example: AEHD 'bind’

The verb forms given above are simple present tense forms. The
simple present tense form is the one entered in most Sinhala
dictionaries.

The formula for the stem of a Sinhala verb is simple present tense
form minus »® . The vowel on the end of this stem is called the
stem vowel. For most verbs all forms are predictable once the
stem vowel is known although there is a small list of "irregular
verbs" (which regrettably for the learner are those of highest
frequency). The first vowel in the stem is called the root vowel.
Make a note of the stem and root vowels in the verb forms given
above.

2.2 Present tense forms

2.21 The simple present tense or »® form. Examples:

99 6OES ¥ . I am going home.

oF wods BeHd . There are four stones.

93C cOmO dpth. Younger brother is coming in this
direction.

39 O cuodr. Mother cooks rice.

glendc® dusvw Howe cofm®h. The schoolmaster teaches Sinhala.

2.22 The emphatic present tense or ez form.

09 wdes cngd. It is home that I am going.
00 »des Ot3. It is meat that I am eating.
o8 emed &7 Where are (you) going?
négerd ehndr &7 What are (you) doing?

29



Sinhala Structures SINHALA

DAMBULLA ROCK TEMPLES
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Both the »% and the ¥6d¥ forms are present tense forms. Usually
the use of the ¥6¥ form means that some item other than the verb
in the sentence is singled out for emphasis. Examples:

a. Brenisd @00 ¢ldnd. The office opens at 8:00.

b. 5865760 ¢d8es ¢, It is at 8:00 that the office
opens.

a. O undes qon Iod. He is coming back in the evening.

b. d oy IFey wdw. It is in the evening that he is

coming back.

In the "b" sentences above, the words 00 and ®»dt8 are singled

out for emphasis. In the "a" sentences no particular item is
singled out for emphasis.

2.23 The guestion marker and present tense forms

The question marker ¢ may follow the »% form of the verb.
Examples:

Cudom cred ond &7 Is the gentleman going home?
DS end &7 Are (you) drinking water?
3 Bewnds &7 Is there money?

But the question marker & never follows the 68 form of the verb.
It always goes after some other item in the sentence, usually the
emphasized one. Examples?

D 60ed OFes wdts &7 Is it in the evening that he is
coming home?

»Felcd Duwsdesd gdl &7 Is it at 8:00 that the office
closes?

D ehderl O5d &7 Is it water that he is drinking?
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THE TEMPLE AT ISURUMUNIYA, 3rd CENTURY B.C.
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2.24 Negatives with the present tense.
2.241 The negative of »d .

Affirmative 00 . I drink.
Negative 00 chved »i. I don't drink.
Affirmative OB 3B . The gentleman goes.
Negative PuBdnmn 3T Bi. The gentleman doesn't go.
Affirmative 90 3858 5. I eat eggs.
Negative 9® S 868 v:. I don't eat eggs.
Affirmative 00 D . I work.
Negative 90 D) »o¥es vi. I don't work.
The formula for negating the 52 form is #x#es form + 5, . Two
exceptions are the verbs 5ewnd 'be' (inanimate) and qgfp®n  'be'

(animate). Their negative forms are simply »;.

2.242 Negating emphatic sentences with »ned3 'is not'.

Affirmative 09 ofes ned0. It is to the store that I am
going.

Negative 99 odes »eB0 It is not to the store that I
GHGOA. am going.

Affirmative 00 g¥ed I live in America.
760368 .

Negative 00 qBer It is not in America that I live.
gcd3m6d 656dG.

Affirmative 00 eded Dxd. It is water that I drink.

Negative 09 edes Dd It is not water that I drink.
65ed3.

Affirmative 00 a6 S, It is eggs that I eat.

Negative 99 n8es TS It is not eggs that I eat.
6563,
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In emphatic sentences such as the ones above, the item singled out
for emphasis fq}lows the verb. This type of sentence is negated
by adding oe»6dd,'is nbt/are not', after the emphasized item.

2.25 Negative/interrogative sentences.

Sentences with e®»6®d, 'is not/are not' may be made interrogative
by adding the question marker ¢ in sentence final position.
Sentences with »; such as those in 2.241 are also negated with

the question marker ¢ . »: plus & becomes mm&¢ . Examples:
Pudnw <B6E 5. The gentleman doesn't go.
dusnm oves »ife? Doesn't the gentleman go?
00 D) BHSTCH i I don't work.
09 O nsTes mfe? Don't I work?

2.26 Present forms with question words.

Question words such as ¢®»2 , 'what',ec»D, 'what', emed , where',
and others occur in sentences with the »6s form of the verb. With

the exception of @3 , 'why', which stands alone, these words are
immediately followed by the question marker ¢& . Examples:
o ey ememd &7 How are you going, sir?

eofmn Qudow DSBeE chvd &7 What are you doing, madam?

90 Bodesd chnde (=625 &)7 What do you call that?

Do thog, BBes cdne? Why do you sing, sir?
g3 wses, Pwdnwm? Why are you going, sir?
eoim Ousnwm emed & QBes? Where are you living, madam?

When present verbs in the negative occur in construction with
question words they take the shape -¥6s form plus 565,
Examples:

213 o868 mSesd?/ofes mes Why don't you go?

Chne”?
e & nsdes »Fes? What aren't you doing?
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2.27 The emphatic negative form

The e} form plus 568 which has appeared above with question

words is an emphatic negative form of the verb. Compare:
99 wfer medO. It is to the store that I am
going.
99 offes mfed meBO It is not to the store that I
am going.
586e7sd ¢dfes ¢d. It is at 8:00 that the office
opens.

5865850 ¢3868 mses o0, It is not at 8:00 that the office
opens.

See section 2.242 for sentences which although different in
structure from those above are roughly similar in meaning.

2.28 Rapid speech forms

Before a following »: and some other negative forms based on it
such as »es , theses form of the verb becomes s in rapid speech.
Examples:

Optimal signal D D) vnSHes ;. He doesn't work.
Rapid speech D D) ST Bz, He doesn't work.
form

Optimal signal D e 1868 chne? Why doesn't he go?
Rapid speech D oF 51868 chng? Why doesn't he go?
form
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2.29 This thing is mine./ That is a loaf of bread. Equational
sentences.

Sentences of the form x is y lack verbs in Sinhala. Examples.

e ded. This thing is mine.

gs 8 codwss, That is a loaf of bread.
mE I ged. The car is new.

5Ot e Do &7 Is the shirt a good one?

2.291 Negation

When the word in the "y" slot is an adjective, it is negated
with»: . Examples:

m& O 3RS Di. The car is not new.
DD GAEH B, The work is not easy.

When the word in the "y" slot is a noun or pronoun, it is negated
with 69693 . Examples.

¢S 8 6olur enedd. That is not a loaf of bread.
5030 eme Do 69603, The shirt is not a good one.
eOn 868 ensdd. This thing is not mine.

2.3 The present verbal adjective or » form

2.31 Use of the » form

The » form precedes the noun it modifies. Examples:

an Ol Going men (or men who are going)
emud D m6E Paddy cutting time.
Botoe Qeunedy O3, Sinhala learning children (or

children who are learning Sinhala)

90 Budd ctn The book I am reading.
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@D ndH 0. The work which the government is
doing.

Note that constructions with the present verbal adjective often
equate with English relative clauses.

2.32 Formation of the » form

The 5 form is made up of the verb stem + p . Examples:

simple present form verb stem » form
3B go 3 - 1)

cMnd drink ed ~ ey

Intetoler cut Do - let)

RIS fry RE - 2w

2.33 Forms based on the present verbal adjective

2.331 The em0 , 'when', form.
2.3311 Use.
The @m0 form is used to convey the meaning 'When (I) am doing

something.' The action in the em0 clause is simultaneous with
the action in the main clause. Examples:

99 g6l p® dpemO, BB I read the papers when I am
B53DDD W eating breakfast.
99 »m6mM0, thg BB . When I bathe, I sing.

2,.3312 Formation of the emO form.

The emd form is made up of the present verbal adjective plus 6emO.
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present verbal adjective emd form
@3] go OBGm O
clR:¥) drink CRnEsd
HOD cut DHUHGEHN O
DY) fry REHGH D

2.332 The »8 'till' form.

2.3321 Use

The »3 form is used to convey the meaning 'until such an action
happens.' Examples.

g0 cDons, 00 D DSEHS . I'1l work until (it becomes) 8:00,
if you like.

Qo Do, QBB . Stay till the gentleman comes.
90 D QDS »SHHT, DN He isn't coming till I finish the
DBGCH Bi. work.

2.3322 Formation of the »¥ form.

The ®8 form is made up of the present verbal adjective plus 5%
Examples:

present verbal adjective 58 form
cOB become cOnH®
(At go OB
%2 come dons
53SH do 5SHHY

2.3333 Stylistic variation

There is a ®3 form which is a variant of the »¥ form. Example:

D D3, QBD. Wait till he comes.
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2.333 The present verbal adjective with Bt»w, 'because’.

2.3331 Use

The present verbal adjective occurs in construction with B,
'because’', and has the meaning 'because (subject) does such and
such. ' Examples:

D DD 5SH Bt . Because he is working.
Dudon OB Htn . Because the gentleman is going.
99 ¢l 510 5B Bty . Because I am eating breakfast.

99 wm@ 5 Btn, & o9¥» ¥z. I can't go now because I am measuring

the rice.

99 BoE QeerOsy Btn, i I can't come now because I am

08 Qz. studying Sinhala.
2.3332 Related negative forms
The negative adjectival form is®:3 . Negative present verbs which
appear before 5tm take the form 65 form plus 5 . Examples:

0® wp Bea. Because I am going.

00 a¥el B> HtH. Because I am not going.

99 wm@ OB» Ben. Because I am measuring the rice.

09 wm@ O856r mib B, Because I am not measuring the rice.

2.3333 Dialect and stylistic variation

Another word meaning 'because' isgﬁao. It occurs in the same
types of constructions as ®txs .

2.4 Past tense forms

2.41 The simple past tense form

Present 00 DD »S». I work

Past 00 DB GBS . I worked
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Present O] 80&@ REODHIBD . I am learning Sinhala.
Past 00 thowe QeunOTm . I learned Sinhala.
The simple past tense form of the verb expresses completed action.
It fills slots which are similar to those filled by the simple

present tense, or p®, form, i.e., it usually goes at the end of
a sentence and it may be followed by the question marker ¢ .

2.42 The emphatic past tense form

Emphatic present 89 »8es ©3. It is meat that I am eating.

Emphatic past 99 me8 &3. It was meat that I ate.

Emphatic present o#des emed ¢? Where are you going?
Emphatic past ©ed emed &? Where did you go?
The emphatic past tense form also expresses completed action.
Like the emphatic present form, it is used when some item other
than the verb in the sentence is singled out for emphasis. It is

also used with question words. It is not followed directly by
the question marker ¢ .

2.43 Predicting the simple past tense form from the s form.

Step l: Remove the »® suffix. This leaves the verb stem.

For example:

simple present tense form verb stem
DB cut BE—
DD break 5D~
G OBH pound 65 O—
M eBH get cut Yo
INICIAII) get broken Dyed~
D160 fall D160~
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simple present tense form

€D
REHD

If the

n
L-;
(D
L

If the
If the
If the
If the

If the

root

root

root

root

root

root

vowel
vowel
vowel
vowel
vowel

vowel

If the root vowel is @i, ¢:

it. For example:

basic s

tem

D-
58~
mrt-
Gm 0
cwle
as-
-

Step 3: Look at

remove it and add ¢,
If the stem vowel is D

the stem vowel.

Verbs with
, remove it
If the

bi
fr
is
is
is
is
is

is

;7 O

nd

Yy
¢ change
%1 change
® change
8 change
& change

&9 change

cut
break
get cut
pound
wash
bark

scratch

vowel D are class 2 verbs.

double the preceding consonant and

@ are class 3 ve

rbs.

Examples:

simple present tense form

1. HBHM

505

G OdDM

cut
break

pound
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it
it
it
it
it

it

add .

to

to

to

to

to

to

verb stem

B~
D&~
N2/
¢z
D
3
¢}

+ ¥+, @ » Or &, do not change

altered stem

D B-
F AR
Bys-
GmO~
ce—-
s~

-

If the stem vowel is ¢ ,

stem vowel ¢ are class 1 verbs.
and add ¢gm.
stem vowel is g , remove it,
Verbs with stem vowel

Verbs with stem

simple past tense form

12813
YA
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simple present tense form simple past tense form
QS bark A
cufend wash e
2. MEBHMN get cut 213 @%%)
D1eOn fall D1 Qo
3. RIT) fry et
585D climb 0L
55052 get up 51500
55D measure OB

2.44 Irregular past tense verb forms

There is a small list of verbs for which some forms are
irregular. Below is a list of high frequency verbs with
irregular past tense forms.

simple present tense form simple past tense form
o L1)) be (animate) £
56an be (inanimate) 5o
GOHY become &
5HSHD do cjlet}d}
Gend give &
OB get alslen)
a5 go B
D5 come (2137}
62197 bring GO
55 eat 5
N5 drink 350
a5t put, place SRR
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LANKARAMAYA DAGABA, ANURADHAPURA, 3rd CENTURY A.D.
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GUARDSTONE FROM RATNAPRASADA AT ANURADHAPURA
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simple present tense form simple past tense form
DD bathe 51
mad smear (01197
0I5 plow ®h

2.45 Predicting the emphatic past tense form from the simple past
tense form

The formula for deriving the emphatic past tense form from
the simple past form is: replace final @ with & . Examples:

simple past form emphatic past form
GBS do 6535169
53m be 5Qes
o230 cut D160
18 break mr)ed

2.46 Negative and interrogative past tense forms

The negative and interrogative forms of the simple and emphatic
past parallel those of the present. These forms are illustrated
below.

simple Qusnwm o0 gads. The gentleman came at 8:00.

emphatic Dudom gIcd g00. It was at 8:00 that the gentleman
came.

simple/ Do 0D Facd ;. The gentleman didn't come at 8:00.

neg.

emphatic/ Do @ed mFesd ¢dd. It wasn't at 8:00 that the gentle-

neg. man came.

simple/? Owdowm 00 gady &7 Did the gentleman come at 8:00?

emphatic/? ®0dowm ed ¢dd &7 Was it at 8:00 that the gentleman
came?
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simple/ Ao 00 ¢a@§ Didn't the gentleman come at 8:007?
neg./? mEe?

emphatic/ duwsdowm g6d m56s Wasn't it at 8:00 that the gentleman
neg./? qdd &7 came?

2.47 Dialect variation

Alternant past tense forms of three common verbs appear below.

simple present A simple past B simple past
FODD ask g1 940
©H hit @z 01010
v close Diyde D015

Both variants may be heard in the speech of educated speakers,
although variant A is preferable.

Most other variants of past tense forms are non-standard. They
include @#m for 88 , 'drank', 53® ,fors@dm , 'was', and others.
In some areas of the Kandyan highlands the past tenses of all
Class 1 verbs conform to a pattern other than the one which has
been set out above and show no vowel change from present to past.
Since these forms are low prestige forms, however, they occur
infrequently in conversations with non-native speakers.

2.48 Forms based on the past tense: the past verbal adjective.

2.481 Use

The past verbal adjective occurs in constructions which are sim-
ilar to those in which the present verbal adjective occurs.
It precedes the noun it modifies. Examples:

0 iy D do . The visa I obtained.
09 Qugy 6. The village where I was born.
DD @,88. Broken pots.

2.482 Formation of the past verbal adjective form.

The past verbal adjective is formed by replacing finalg of
the simple past tense form with g . Examples:
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simple past form past verbal adjective
e go @es
Fas come ¢1d
A see A0
m@m gigken ?53@5)
Ades fry Al

2.483 The past verbal adjective with Btw , 'because'.

Like the present verbal adjective the past verbal adjective

occurs in constructions with Bt , 'because'., Examples:
oo Hua BHew. Because the gentleman went.
29 830 5D Bew. Because I broke the pots.
99 ¢cd3med Quey B, Because I was born in America.

Examples of past tense negative forms with Bth are given below.

dudowm Bed 55 Hts. Because the gentleman didn't go.
99 930 mif)e8 B Btx. Because I didn't break the pots.
99 ¢ed8med Quged m5 BHtw. Because I wasn't born in America.

Note: There are some other Sinhala verb forms which are derived
from the past but which are not discussed in this section. They
include the 'when' form and the 'even if' forms which are taken
up in sections 2.8 and 2.9.

2.5 The Infinitive Form

2,51 Use

2.511 The infinitive form is used as the request form:

OB . Please sit down.
GOES BB . Please go home.
5:0 DTD . Please eat.
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Request forms are negated by adding the word D .

2:0085 D, You shouldn't shout.
eHEs wBn O, Please don't go home.
S ehdn D™. Don't drink the water.

2.512 Infinitives may be the objects of other verbs:

00 mBD B . I am going to bathe,
90 0 555 D5 . I am coming to eat.
90 :0 o8 Bv: D:. I don't want to eat.
s e Q:. Can't drink water.

2.513 When the infinitive is followed by the question marker ¢ ,

it has the meaning "Should (I) do something?."

09 6O6ud Fudn &? Should I write like this?

6l sy &7 Should I go tomorrow?

2.52 Formation of the Infinitive Form

The formula for the infinitive form is verb stem plus Some
dialects have variants with #® and %0 . Examples:
Verb stem Infinitive

o= go o5 (5D, oB0)

o~ come 3 (958, 950)

- eat »8s (9850, »50)

Q- bring g (6d5D),

Ge- give cersn (6esd),

ms— cut ve8n (95,

56— do 5685 (56850,

GO pound ey (emldd, emOsd)
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2.6 The participle

2.61 Use
99 m:® mE 60es Bw. Having eaten, I went home. (I ate
and went home)
RES mE 6uis QTD. Having plowed the field, put on

fertilizer. (Plow the field and
put on fertilizer)

99 Byd8 Gom ol »desd00 Having written a letter, I went to
Bc . E— the post office. (I wrote a letter
and went to the post office)

THE RANKOT VIHARA, POLONNARUWA, 12th CENTURY

50




Sinhala Structures SINHALA

99 @G & 2 odm. Having given the money, I got the
'“‘ goods. (I gave the money and got
the goods)
568 Do [aE 7HDS B Having closed the shop, the

shopkeeper went to Kandy. (The
shopkeeper closed the shop and went
to Kandy)
In English, events are often sequenced with and. For example:
I went and got it.
He took a bath and went to bed.
I am going to the store and buy some fruit.
Flour the fish and fry it.
It is also possible to say
Having gone, I got it.
Having taken a bath, I went to bed.
Having gone to the store, I'll buy some fruit.
Having floured the fish, fry it.
Although the second renditions are less frequent in American English
and may seem somewhat awkward, they literally translate the forms

which appear in Sinhala. In Sinhala sometimes several events are
sequenced in this fashion. For example:

P mE, MmE, 60&S B33, Having eaten, having bathed, having
Beasn . gone home, I went to bed. (I ate,
bathed, went home and went to bed)

This "having" form is called the participle. The participle may
also be joined with forms of the verb peund ‘be', to form perfect
tenses. For example:

90 8 Ipvde emmE BEsDD . I have seen that movie.
D ¢6O3mDD FEY Bewnd. He has gone to America.
20 3 Byvde edE DY . I had seen that movie.
e 3ed3mDO FBY Bm. He had gone to America.
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THE ROCK TEMPLE AT ISURUMUNIYA
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2.611 Perfect forms

2.6111 Present perfect forms

The participle plus Beuend , 'be', has the meaning 'have done
something.' Examples:

99 ¢6O3mdY HBE Bewnd. I have gone to America.
99 53 AT mE Bewdd:r. I have eaten milk rice.
99 o cens LR BEEDD . I have written two books.

These forms are present perfect forms.

2.6112 Past perfect forms

The participle plus 53m , 'be(past)', has the meaning 'had
done something.' Examples:

99 ¢cd3mdD BBE DY . I had gone to America.

00 53 A me BIm. I had eaten milk rice.

99 ey cemd 6&52 §EE£. I had written two books.

These forms are past perfect forms.

2.612 The participle alone as a finite verb.

Sometimes the participle stands alone as the finite verb. It
has a perfect sense and occurs primarily with third person
subjects.

»FeISD 8 1S3 . The office has opened now.
oo DBEISY &8 DR . The post office has closed now.

2.613 Negative, interrogative and emphatic forms with the
perfect.

Perfect forms may be made negative, interrogative, negative/
interrogative and emphatic by applying the appropriate formulas
(outlined in 2.1 and 2.3) to the auxiliary B&ean®h , ‘'be'. No
change is made in the participle.
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2.614 Durative and continuous forms with the participle.

With animate subjects the participle combines with forms of the
verb @851 , 'be', to make forms which are durative (and sometimes
continuous) in meaning. For example:

00 Qe Q. I'm married. (I'm married now and
I continue to be.)

99 6med 20 6DEr B . I was residing in Colombo. (I
started living there and continued
to do so for some time.)

Qo cm ARGHD QBB . Look at (in the direction of) the
gentleman. (Start doing it and
keep on doing it.)

KANDY LAKE WITH TEMPLE OF THE TOOTH IN DISTANCE

2.62 Formation of the participle.

2.621 Class 1l verbs

The formula for the participle for class 1 verbs is verb stem
plus . Examples.

simple present verb stem participle
BB cut e BHBR)
AenD see ol PIgle:
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simple present verb stem participle
0en make ol ve
G3B cook &e3 dele
505D run =) [ 3l6e

2.622 Class 2 verbs

The formula for the participle for class 2 verbs is verb stem
minus 9 plus Q® .

simple present verb stem participle
eIl get cut 5768 518E
D76DHD get broken 5769 DI
cBeSH understand 68648 83
D160 fall 9760 D10

2.623 Class 3 verbs

The formula for the participle for class 3 verbs is altered verb
stem minus @ plus & .

simple present verb stem participle
OBH measure o5 B
e fry & A
RI1) brush 98 Riels)

2.624 Participle forms of irregular verbs

The participle forms of the high frequency irregqular verbs

which appeared in 2.44 are given below. Note that not all the
forms below are irregular.,

simple present participle
QB be (animate) Qe
Bewnd be (inanimate) 53
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simple present participle
RII)) become s
HSHM do flelgx!
cends give 2@
O55 get ¢S
w5 go 853 (&55)
D5 come 2193 (2:58)
e@n bring covide (eand)
DB eat I
e drink A
1o put, place CIR
B smear O 16H
D5 plow IR
MBI bathe 5932

2.7 The @y form or participial adjective

2.71 Use

Like the other adjectival forms derived from verbs which have been
discussed previously in Sinhala Structures, the ¢y form modifies
a preceding noun. Examples:

CORH wey 60ed The house (which has been) made
- with wood.
Qrey O Fried meat; meat which has been
fried.
00 vy MG, The rice I have measured.
95399 ©3 The trees which have been cut.
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Like the other adjectives, the gy form occurs in construction with
Btn , 'because'. Examples:

D 60ES ey Hen. Because he has built the house.
33 mE vy Hem. Because mother has measured the
—_— rice.

The formula for the negative of the above forms is participle
plus »5 .

D GOES BWER D Bth. Because he hasn't built the
- house.
39 mE o 25 Bt Because mother hasn't measured
the rice.

The participial adjective also figures in the formation of a
'when' form which is discussed below in 2.8

2.72 Formation

2,721 Class 1 verbs.

The formula for the gy form of Class 1 verbs is: participle

form minus @ plus g . Examples:
participle gy form
DB cut [~]ele!
5E break DAY
veEE make, V&Y
build
Ae® see Acy

2.722 Class 2 verbs.

The formula for the gy form of Class 2 verbs is: participle

form minus @ plus o . Examples:
participle gy form
99 fall 9,089
DB get cut 515300
D10 get broken YAAR0)
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2,723

Class 3 verbs.

The formula for the ¢ form of Class 3 verbs is: participle form
minus @ plus

2.724

8

participle
HOIGH
Qe
V/21&)

A&

8

Examples:

§ form
climb D10y
fry ey
measure 0wy
brush ey

Irregular verbs

forms for the high frequency verbs which show irregularities
in numerous forms are given below.

simple present form

QB

Bewund

OB

DSH

Gends

OB

3D
DHd

611

25D

cHnd

119

M5

T FOLOs)

M50

g form
be (animate) 80y
be (inanimate) 5350
become HR)
do 53y
give 3y
get defulate)
go e
come el
bring cOmMY
eat my
drink 3y
put, place t]e!
smear ™Yy
plow my

bathe my
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2.8 The 'when' forms

2.81 Use

One 'when' form, the emm30 form has been discussed above in

2.331. It contrasts in meaning with another 'when' form, the
® form. Examples:

a 99 682 owfenemd, ©d8 OB  When I wash clothes, I use soap.
5SBHD .

b 99 682 cdg®, @8 Sy 6On. When I wash clothes (that is,
after I have done so), my hands

get red.
C 99 EmdDO wanemd, gutlodmpeds When I go to Sri Lanka, I'll go
SO . by airplane.
d P9 eomdd Bnd, HIBHED When I go to Sri Lanka, I'll work
cetEnedsycd D név. for the Department of Agriculture.

With ® forms of the verb, the action in the 'when' clause
precedes the action in the second clause. For example, in
sentence a above, 'When I wash clothes, my hands get red', the
meaning is that the hands do not get red until after the clothes
are washed. By contrast in sentence b, 'When I wash clothes,

I use soap', the actions are simultaneous, that is, soap is
being used in the process of washing the clothes. Hence the

eomO form is appropriate in the 'when' clause (see section 2.331
for a detailed discussion).

2.82 Formation of the ® form.

The formula for the ® form is simple past tense form plus @

simple past ® form
Ben go B2 ®
eI come IO
e fry Qr&end
g cut 57300
(] 1ei393) do eoS®
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2.83 Dialect variation

In the speech of some speakers the formula for the ® form is as

follows: past verbal adjective plus »® . Examples:
past verbal adjective ® form
®es go Bc3t0d
@D come F30wd
A1) break DEOBHD
50 cut 513000
eHSd do OGNS

2.84 An additional 'when' form.

An additional 'when' form is built on the participial adjective
and it differs little in meaning from the ® forms described above.

The formula for this form is: participial adjective ( @y form)
plus ®9,
participial adjective ( y) form. derived ® form.
]e] come EIwd
olels} do 5SYwd
9,089 fall 0,0001d
ey fry Qe ywd

2.9 The 'if' forms

There are a number of forms and constructions in Sinhala which
equate with the English 'if (I) do something.' Two types of
equivalents are discussed below.

2.91 A conditional form of the verb.

el Dfetns, gud If it rains tomorrow, we can't go
CHIGRITHSIDO IBBH Qi to Polonnaruwa.
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An 68 50 mehd, guds edsdh. If you were to eat this food,
you would become sick.

The 'if' forms in the sentences above are conditional forms of
the verb.

The formula for the conditional form of the verb is: simple

past form minus ¢ plus QF . Examples:
simple past conditional
Bes go Hewnd
gada come gIchs
[cilelt3:] do cilerdcid:tol
Ofoter) take Glofcloilol

Another conditional form based on the present stem occurs in
Sinhala, but it i9 not jllustrated in General Conversation because
it seems to be of low frequency in speech and therefore of minor
importance. The formula for this form is present stem plus cm®d ,
For example, 80 aemd , '"if I go.'

2.92 Basic forms of the verb plus 53 , 'if"'.

The English 'If (I) (am) doing something', may be expressed by a

present form plus »d, 'if'. Examples:
om@ cofl m6d Bownd 53, If there are coconuts in the shop,
90 BB . tell me.
o3 omed opd 58, 90 m& If we go to Colombo, I'll drive
Dy DROFHS. the car, if you like.

Past forms with »8 are not semantically parallel to those of the
present. They usually have the meaning 'If (I) had done something’'.
Examples:

cm@ 6od 5ol Bam »8, 9 If there had been coconuts in the
HOS oBes Bz shop, I wouldn't be going to Kandy.

5 omed G »3, O m& d»  If we had gone to Colombo, I would
DeEdM . have driven the car.
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SEDANT BUDDHA, POLONNARUWA
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2.10 The 'even if' form

p®n0 o8 I Ww&E B8, DN Even if you prepare a plain tea
TS Di. (for him), he will not drink. it.

99 _dnd By OBDF, dm dD Even if I send him letters, he will
B3R ceBdes Bz. not give me the money.

09 »u0 o M weE G¥T, Even though I prepared a plain tea
D BDed »z. (for him), he would not drink it.
9®_dmd By® 0908, D D Even though I sent him letters,

odc o868 Bz, he would not give me the money.

Examples of the 'even if' form of the verb appear above. The
formula for the 'even if' form is simple past tense form minus
¢ plus @8 .

2.11 The 'although' construction.

Examples of the 'although' construction which is very common in

most normal communication appear below. The formula for the
although construction is: simple past tense form of the verb
plus O plus G&» & . G®:® & , however, may be omitted.

D gdenied Bwwd e&» &, D%  Although he goes to school, he

QB8 QGEuBOSCH B:. doesn't learn English.
v eemd GRY Wgmd 6 &, Although six people became ill,
DYSO8 S168 Bz. no one died.

Note that the tense of the entire sentence is determined by that
of the main clause.

2.12 First person verb forms

2.12.1 The #»8 form.
The #»® form occurs only with first person subjects. It has
a consultative meaning in that it announces ‘an intention of per-

forming an activity and at the same time requests leave to do so.
For example:

99 duBoNd Sund. I'll tell the gentleman, if you
like.

The addressee generally responds as follows:
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John 88 dafomd Buadnd. I'll tell the gentleman, if you
like.
Mary. Gmed. Ond Bass. Good. Tell him.

The formula for the formation of the #»8 form is verb stem plus
58 . Examples:

simple present verb stem form
=5 go o 3558
D5 come D LY
Bonds tell Bes Bornd
DS do S 5SEHS

2.12.2 The § form
Whereas the 3 form may occur with first person singular or
first person plural subjects, the § form occurs only with the
first person plural. It has the meaning 'lets do something.'
The subject (@3 , 'we') may be stated or understood. Examples:
Syudes’ Acds . Let's go see a movie.
c68 50 9. Let's eat breakfast.

It may precede the question marker ¢ .

ag &7 Should we go?

5y &7 Should we eat?
The formula for the negative is em plus a stem form of the
participle plus @E@ , 'let's stay/be.' The literal translation
is 'not having done something, let's (just) be.' €8 is the
8 form of @F»Ds, 'be.' It is irregular. Examples:

38 emde Q€Y. Let's not see.

g8 emm Q&Y. Let's not eat.
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The formula for the § form is: verb stem plus § . Examples:
simple present verb stem § form
113 go ) g
Aeod see e Acy
55 eat o) 58

Two irregular forms appear below.

simple present § form
OB take, get @@Q
Q5D be orexo)

2.13 The &3 form

The 3 form appears with second and third person subjects, usu-
ally with the latter, and has the meaning '(he) is likely to do
something.' Examples:

Ao ©wdes DB, The gentleman is likely to come
in the evening.

D el DD . He is likely to go to the show.

The negative of the & form is similar to the negative § form. The
formula is 6m plus a stem form of the participle plus

1983 , 'likely to stay, be.' o83 is the & form of Qv
'be'. Its form is irregular. Examples:

D T emdE QES. He is not likely to see it.

D emoses gEd. He is not likely to go.

The & form may precede the question marker ¢& .

The formula for the @ form is: verb stem plus & . Examples:
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simple present verb stem 3 form
[aYolox go A ads
D5 some D D3
DS do fle] 533
D say Bes B
Ll be [irregular form) @EB
The 3 form has a dialect variant with 8§ . The rules for forming it

are different, and it does not appear to be very common. Hence it
is not taken up here.

2.14 Special verbs

2.14.1 @83 , 'like’'.

99 68 D0 mO8A. I like this country.

99 60 Ie2EIED 95 w:. I don't like these vegetables.
e8 ey 05 7 Do (you) like to drink tea?
BoE QEODOTD 98 &7 Do (you) like to study Sinhala?

The word 053 means 'like or like to'. The actor is in the
direct case. If there is an object, it is in the dative case,
i.e.,

20 deDEDRD 53, I like vegetables.

An infinitive may also be the object of 553 , i.e.,

85 oigd dm o8 s mPS . He doesn't like to drink tea
without sugar.

Sentences with #9853 may be made interrogative by adding &
They may be made negative by adding »;.

51053 may be made past by adding gm .
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2.14.2 ypds , 'can', and @, 'cannot'.

yed8 , 'can' and @ , 'can't', take actors in the dative case.
Examples:

00 emed o yEds. I can go to Colombo.
90 O dE» 9@8{5, I can work.

0 BotwE DMBSHD ang. I can speak Sinhala.
00 60es wsl» d:. I can't go home.

The gentleman can't speak

Dudomd Bowe dmMnSTn ;. Sinhala

9@85 normally occurs in sentence final position, as above, but
yeds® may also occur there with no change in meaning.

QQBB and @; usually occur with a dependent infinitive. Examples:

dnd msy yEds. He can plow.
B0 883 BdTy yEROs. The gentleman can read the papers.
el QSN0 OO OF» Qi. The lady can't come here.

Sentences with 9@6& and @ may be made interrogative by adding.
¢ . Beforee¢, ypds changes to Yy and @ to @3 . Examples:

Pudond vsod Budss yedd 4? Can you read the papers, sir?

MmO GLIcHD @tisd O5n Can't you come before 12:00,
8 &? father?
Sentences with kgé)ﬁ and @; may be made past by adding em , the
past form of ¢Omh , 'become.' Examples:
B @3c 90 d¥n yERdY cm. I was able to come last Sunday.
90 93 ewmed custy Nd ;. I was not able to cook the meat
well,
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2.14.3 d»: , 'want'.

®: , 'want', takes an actor in the dative case. Examples:
20 em@pB0s ©¥csd uf» Bm:. I want to go to Colpetty junction.
00 ororg) €93 B Sywde I want to see the movie called
ey vz, Gehenu Lamay.
92 53 F »8> Fvi. I want to eat milk rice.

Sentences with @mznmy be made interrogative by adding & .
Examples:

0850 Hn Do Bmp &? Does the gentleman want a visa?
Dnd & 90 FIDSOE ceny Does he want to give me the docu-
I ? ments now?
They may be made negative by adding »z . Examples:
DuBon0 B3 68 O Fv: di. The gentleman doesn't want a milk
tea.
DN RIBIDE Ofn Tv: Bz He doesn't want to take the
documents.
They may be made past by adding & . Examples:
90 enfddess OFm Bm: om. I wanted to come by train.
NN GHESS VIO D e The gentleman wanted to build
ot a house.
Dz may be preceded either by a dependent infinitive or by a
noun in the direct case. In sentences with dependent nouns only
there is an alternate negative form with &y | dm  is equival-
ent to ©»; »; , 'don't want' and replaces the entire phrase. Ex-
amples;
00 B3 . I don't want any milk, i.e.,

no milk for me.

D0 ceadd gt dm. I don't want any orange juice.
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2.15 Negatives in Sinhala: some summary remarks and some
additions.

At this point most of the negative processes and words which occur
in Sinhala have been discussed in connection with the verb forms

to which they apply. They include »: and its various forms,

and its forms, O™ and 6693, The negative 6 has been mentioned
only briefly in connection with certain specific forms. A more
detailed and general treatment appears below.

The negative 6m .

G negates forms in dependent clauses such as the conditional
form of the verb:

cod emddems, 299 8O- If it doesn't rain tomorrow,
emQo0 wpds. I'm going to the Pettah.

the 'even if' form:

29 Dm0 emBIDS, D Inds. Even if I don't tell him, he'll
come.
the @ form:
D DO emBnd, 00 5SH When he doesn't go to work, I get
GO . mad.
the &m0 form:
D DD emndnemd, cuded When he's not working, he is
BSHD . playing.

and others.
It may also negate verbal adjective forms:

03 emon OBy oS vvds. The people who don't eat meat
eat eggs.

emed omBo o ¢6d d5epiSied  The women who didn't go to Colombo
QB . are in our office.

00 emusy 6usd The house I haven't built.
even if they occur in other
types of constructions:

90 60es emvy bHtn. Because I haven't built the house.

These are the important principal uses of &m .
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2.16 'It seems'

The particle G means 'it seems', and it is added to basic forms
of the verb. Examples:

Ged? dof eme Syvdas It seems there is a good movie

cUBDD (. showing at the Lido.

A co udE Beudrd 3. He evidently has money on him.
When »; precedes @ it becomes 35 . Examples:

A o ©EE 5B G He evidently has no money on him.

D od oFeniS;ed 90 It seems that he doesn't work in

5STes 5 3. the post office.

¢ may follow parts of speech other than verbs. For example:

D @ Qwdoes 3. They say he's the postmaster.
Qs GCrICmNS (3. It seems that the gentleman is
rich.

2.17 Relationships among verbs

2.17.1 Verbs with »d»D , 'do', and cO»® , 'become'.

There are a large number of verbs with »ndn which are related

in meaning to a similar set with cdD»®s . They include:
A3 DSH scare R cOn fear
gt) oSnd subtract ¢t 05D be reduced
O HSHDa remind Ol cDn remember
53SeS BHSHM bother 53&S cOnd worry
DS BSH finish QDC cdnd be finished

2.17.2 Causative/non-causative sets

Causative verbs are derived from basic verbs by adding ® to the
stem. Examples:
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basic verb

3®

HSHD

50H

D58

go

do

break

eat

causative verb

DD

DHSOHD
5D

205D

make go,
export

cause to do

cause to
break

cause to eat,
feed

The following verbs also stand in a causative/non causative
relationship, even though the initial consonants differ:

e

drink

OB

cause to
drink, feed

Other types of causatives involve other changes from the

basic form:

BB

cEv

otoroldn

descend

bring

know

2.173 Active and passive

RAt3esm

ulsfeloles)

&BOHD

Some sets of verbs are active/passive. Generally,
verb belongs to class 1 and the passive verb to class 2. Examples:

active
BB
DHESHO

Rlef o195

0EH

cut
do

kill

make
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passive

D76BBM
cilclello:)

ClZclet13x!

©6e5 M

let (someone)
down, drop
off.

import

make known

the active

be cut
be done

be killed,
die

be made
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2.17.4 Complex verbs with ©85 and G&n .

Complex verbs are formed with ©z¥»23 and eepdr . Examples
appear below.
form with form with
basic verb OFH D eenth
VEED make BEIOTHD VEGCEHD
G search G OTHD) GINGEH
HUBH cut D OTHD BEEDTH

There are a limited number of high frequency verbs which show
these patterns. Generally the verb with @55 means 'do
something for oneself'and the one with 6&»% 'do something for
others.' Examples:

00 eouss wensimm . I built the house (room) for
myself,

D80 6oL WweISEm . The carpenter built (us) a
house.

The 665D form may also occur with a preceding participle with
no change in meaning. For example:

DO coE WEE, B . The carpenter'built us a house.
Sometimes verbs which are formed in this way have semantically
specialized meanings. For example:

basic verb derived verb
B35 say Bneenth explain
Acod see A o055 look after,

care for.

2.17.5 Summary note to the student

The rules for deriving certain types of verbs (causative, passive,
complex) have scarcely been fully explained above. Furthermore,
since many verbs do not show the complete array of forms which
have been discussed, it may not be useful for students to attempt
to generalize the sketchy rules which have been presented. How-
ever the information here should demonstrate that there are clus-
ters of verbs which are similar in form and in meaning which can
be remembered as sets.
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2.18 The clause subordinator BaE

B 1s a particle which follows certain types of subordinate
clauses, usually those involving reported speech, ideas or names.
Compare the following:

PR dmd 59, 'cars 23sm.! I told him, "open the door."

92 dnd B emd ¢38» Bem. I told him to open the door.
similarly

dmess guztn, '50 shnde?! Ask him, "what is your name?"

D 6es gusn 50 oNHEE BAE?. Ask him what his name is.

This particle also marks the quotation of a name or word. For
example:

mEmed mBmd g3 BOSes i We call father's father siiya.
5@@3 . *
28 Ind Bues emd qn BAC:. We call those things coconut branches

2.19 Nouns derived from verb forms.

One type of verbal noun is formed with the present verbal adjective

plus 9» . Hence, »d6» d» , 'the doing.' These nouns are Class
C nouns (see 1.23). Example:
D 5Sn DD el BISGH? What do you say for what he is
doing?

Such nouns may be based on other adjectival forms of the verb
as well. For example:

D i 58y D0 ednde Budes? What do you say for what he has
just done?

A oéd O 636 »:. What he did was not easy.
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3. Demonstratives and interrogatives

3.1 The adjectives

Demonstratives and interrogatives fall into sets. The adjective

set appears below.

69
X
da
9}

»

i, c&»

this, these
that over there, those
that near you, those

that which we have previously
referred to; those

which

These adjectives precede the nouns they modify. For example:

6® enctdent.
36 D0FBN .

O3 BABEIE.

8 az%)»

oG D). e FABODRE.

These bananas.
That gentleman over there.

Those documents near you, with
you.

That work (we were talking about)

Which work; what documents.

They need not directly precede the noun they modify, however. Other
adjectives may intervene.

68 @2 enouicud.
S emO DusnHud .
Do 88H EIBITE.
I qp8 DB,

emG ¢(@5§' D). GB
CABEDE .

tole})

For example:

76

These cheap bananas.

That short gentleman over there.
Those o0ld documents.

That new work.

What new work; what old documents.
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3.2 Pronouns

3.21 The basic set

The demonstratives which appeared in 3.1 may also function as
pronouns. For example:

68 ©ds This is a village.
aS D08 That (over there) is a tank.

3.22 The inanimate set

The following words are also pronouns and refer to inanimate
nouns.

singular plural

L) this one Ot these
tcJeln) that one gS those

O that one Oth those

T that one 14197 those
O what one GCInD what ones
YA which one

The demonstratives take case endings as follows:

singular plural
direct 3 O
dative eOmd SRR
genitive e e ed
instrumental 06D 83
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Examples:

e 5090 néFed ond &? What do you use this thing for?

o 2090 nsesd 833 2dSHp. You use it to grind chillies.

38D I3 aéFer end &7 What do you use those things for?

I edewnd hiws. They are a kind of medicine.

88 9o Bewndh. Thed There are three newspapers. In
queﬁ 00 BEIDHD FISeD them there is news from every part
33BN of Sri Lanka.

800 Bodes c®inde? What do you call that thing near you?

6Op0 Bodes 833 we Bach. For this you say miris gala.

3.33 The animate set

The animate pronominal set is given below.

singular plural

GO this person Ve H 6] these people
Den you DN E you (pl.)
elan that person g S those people
Dk that person Denee those people

These are the words which appear most commonly in Sinhala as the
equivalents of the English 'he', 'she' and 'they'. As the
translations above indicate, the words & and OmE serve as
second person pronouns.

The demonstrative animate pronouns show the case endings outlined
in section 1.2.

The Sinhala word for 'who, what person' is »3d . Before ¢
it is shortened as follows: mgq . Its case forms are:
direct () who

dative 50 to whom

genitive o] of whom, whose

instrumental GO by whom
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With the addition of ® to any of its case forms, »3ds: takes on

the meaning 'everybody.' Examples:

direct I2Y3let20) everybody

dative 5 05 to everybody
genitive M COY of everybody
instrumental 51 GOBS by, from everybody

3.24 Here and there

Sinhala has the following location sets.

cOdD this place, this spot
Rloto) that place near you
leFok) that place over there
lo) that place referred to earlier
GINDY what place

cOcd here

W) over there near you
gsel over there, yonder
dDed there

o1 6 where

GO this direction

Des that direction

The words in these sets have case forms as follows:
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direct GOvB)
dative clelola1d)
genitive ClOle%)

instrumental G235

3.25 The quantity set

cRlao
cOGHI
cRlc)
cOcny

The quantity set is given below.

OIS
QL]
e
DS
GmODS
Example
GmMODS
20 389

pecedus DS e@ngd.
63330 VDS ery Bi.

3.26

S:
53 ched &?

S D,

The 'like this

this much
that much
that much
that much

how much

cOMm
GcO® 0
GOM

IcRlblcle)y)

How much milk will you drink?

Not that much for me.

A water vessel is this big.

A sembuwa is not that big.

...like that' set

The following words pattern with the demonstratives and interroga-
tives discussed in the sections above.

cRICIOIS)
GIcio e
F3GHO
Dend

CMGEHI O

like this
like that
like that
like that

how
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Examples:

B8 mIDD ST cmemd &7

cEncny cOcund emOnd &7

8. Ocmd 5d3.

Dewd &7

Dewd 656G,

In what manner (how) do you use
a coconut scraper?

Is this how you pound with the
pestle?

Yes. Just like that (just as
you are doing.)

Is that so0? (following a statement
of fact.)

It is not like that. (following an
inaccurate description of events or
procedures.)

3.27 Pronouns: miscellaneous forms

Most of the Sinhala pronouns belong to the demonstratiyg/interroga-
tive sets. The first person pronouns ©O® , 'I', and g8 , 'we',
are exceptions. They show the following case forms:

direct 00
dative ®0
genitive Ocd

instrumental 9cos

The reflexive pronoun

to me

my

by me

508 ,

a8 we

g to us
ged ours
fclel)) by us

'his, her own, their own', is also

an exception. Its case forms are:

direct 505
dative 5050
genitive 50866

instrumental 35605
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Examples:

DnE: 59568 0 wSHOSHD . They prepare their own food.

O 5050868 50 ®HOFHD. They each prepare their own
food.

In the latter example 9938 , a reduplicated form of the

reflexive pronoun appears. It has the meaning 'each his own,

each their own.'

3.28 A note on terms of address and reference

The choice of a term of address is a matter which is discussed

in General Conversation. The simple fact is that there is no
neutral second person pronoun which is appropriate for all people

at all times in all places. This helps to explain why the Sinhalese
often avoid second person pronouns entirely and choose such terms

as madam or sir or address people by name or occupational role
instead.

Terms of reference present similar problems in many instances. In
the case of women, for example, the term 6®» ®wsnw , 'madam’',

is only appropriate as a term of reference for those of an
elevated social, educational or occupational station. Since the
term for woman ( ®@ ) is in its singular form considered insul-
ting, women are generally referred to as 'this person' or 'that
person' (Gdwand d» among other terms) and not as 'this woman'
or 'that woman,' The term ®) , 'women', is not similarly stig-
matized, although in the traditional sectors in the society the
circumlocution A2cS g is commonly used. This term literally
means 'those who have received rebirth.' Better educated women
point out that this term is implicitly pejorative, since it reflects
a belief linking demeritorious acts in previous births with being
a woman.

By the same token the term &5#®, 'man', though not rude is not
deferential either and is better rendered by English 'guy'. Its
plural, OBty , means 'people' not 'men' in the narrow sense. For
the latter the Sinhala is ©38 ¢¢ , 'men, males, boys.'

In the traditional sectors of the society tafs® and ySsen , elevated
terms for 'wife' and 'husband' respectively are nearly universally
avoided. Women refer to their husbands by circumlocution. Terms
such as ymed mgom , ' (my) son's father', are commonly used.

Educated people who know English profess to find these habits

quaint but are no more comfortable with the elevated terms. They
sometimes use the English terms instead. Traditional terms for
'wife' include e @¥p Oedm, 'married one' and 60ed dFemm , 'the

one in the house.'
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RUINS OF CIRCULAR RELIC HOUSE AT MEDIRIGIRIYA
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4., Postpositions

Postpositions in Sinhala are functionally similar to English
prepositions, except that whereas English prepositions occur before
the word they govern, Sinhala postpositions occur following the
word. Postpositions occur in construction with nouns, and some
occur in construction with other parts of speech as well. When

in construction with nouns, many of them govern specific cases,
generally the direct case. Examples:

Sinhala English Usual case of noun
&b on top of direct

30 under direct

olle] above dative/instrumental
(elol6] below dative/instrumental
o, d, BOQD near direct

(OTA0) about direct

Ded like direct

Rlolet~] only direct

FER from genitive

etiss, QtictEr before dative/instrumental
vtet? after dative/instrumental
RIS more than dative

4.1 9Pee , 'more than'.

Ded, 'more than', occurs with preceding nouns in the dative
case to form the equivalent of the English comparative. Examples:

deDEDRO Diflew vendy s, More than vegetables, fruit is
expensive. (fruit is more expensive
than vegetables.)

38 6030 Dfes o8 enéd emnd. This house is bigger than that
house.
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5. Particles
5.1 -, 'also, too'

The particle -® , meaning 'also', is added to words ending in a
vowel. For words ending in a consonant, - ¢ is added.

Examples:
g8 gdned mBmO Budes B We call mother's father siiya.
ggez&ﬁmed mEMO8 Buses B We call father's father siiya too.
B3 »
D pFeISD0 B . He went to the office.
D »BeISD0 Bea . He also went to the office.
8 cesv. Give rice.
s ceBp. Give rice too.
90 Fuds i@ . I got a letter.
908 P8 i3 . I also got a letter.

5.2 ¢..5, 'or'.
In interrogative sentences ¢&..¢& means 'or'.

Examples:

63 u8Basd covvderd enimm Oudnw Is it the lady or the gentleman who

e dwudowm &7 teaches this class?

ded & enfm dudvwwed &7 Mine or the lady's?

68 peondus & fOdws &7 Is this a water vessel or a rice
pot?

85 ©3 & D8 &7 Is it right or wrong?
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5.3 The 'and' particle

There is no single word in Sinhala for 'and' as there is in
English. In Sinhala 'and' is expressed by a particle which
follows all nouns to be linked.

If the nouns to be linked end in vowels, the 'and' particle

L)

takes the shape « . Examples:

gma g3, The son and the daughter

Oudomd 093, The gentleman and I

If the nouns to beﬁlinked end in consonants, the 'and' particle
takes the shape ¢&ad . Examples:

k) ma@: dudneond P8 B A gentleman named Brown and a

RIS foYcIATN A gentleman named Herath.

0send BBand. A spoon and a knife.

5.4 The emphasizing particle & .

In equational sentences (the type x is y) with adjectives in
the 'y' slot, the emphasizing particle 3 occurs. Examples:

68 dedg ®03. These vegetables are cheap.
compare:

68 @@ dedg. These cheap vegetables.
and

68 deda @D &7 Are these vegetables cheap?

This particle is also added to definite forms of numerals occuring
in sentence final position. Examples:

S8 SiBad eend. Two rupees a pound.

6308 i ©8m:emds . 75¢ a measure.

B30 Do I3 tHwnd. 2iioficte Rs. 1.50 a packet; 50¢ each.

6D 03 B33, D@D ¢d3. The time is 8:20; the time is 8:00.

Note that in some quantity phrases such as the last two examples
3 may appear on two numerals (one of them non- -final) in a com-
pound phrase. Such constructions are examples of 3 as the

'and' particle (see above).
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It is also added to other quantity words which occur in sentence
final position:

dnE 38 aresd cdwd I dad. They eat rice once a day.
eD@D & ¢d wHdSaA. It is 8:30.
o5 908 Ondd. It is only 60¢.

It may occur with emphasized words in emphatic sentences:
pge DD nSPer 6dewdd. This is how you use the plow.

00 &1 DD S emmeddE. It is in Colombo itself that I
am now working.

In the environments discussed above, < does not occur after
consonants. Compare:

DeIE vy . The vegetables are expensive.
- with
DEIE 4. The vegetables are cheap.
3 may also occur after yed», 'can', and ;05 ¢ 'like', in
sentence final position. Examples:
85 1 sy 5053 . I like to drink it with sugar.
00 Bwmeedn yRds. I can explain.

5.5 The emphasizing particles »8 and ® .

The particles 58 and © may single out a word in the sentence
for emphasis. Examples:

o »8 dFensdd Bm. 9 It was the gentleman who went to

Bed ;. the office. I didn't go.

90 »3 Popd . I myself do not remember.

g0 quvy O5D. Come back precisely at 8:00.

When ® appears at the end of the sentence it becomes ®d . Examples

09 QvEed Comn DA . It was in Sri Lanka itself that I
was born.

D vy w6 03, He came back precisely at 8:00.
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5.6 The particle »d.
The particle %3 occurs in the following types of constructions:
a. 3 ... B3 , 'or'.

The word ®»3d means 'or', or 'either...or', and like the 'and'
particle, it follows all words to be linked. For example:

68 Td dFer QuSs 03, CoBS This water comes from an oya,
03 DB v3. from a river or from a tank.
b. 3 with question words.

®3 is added to question words to form the following types of
new meanings.

65961 where Gmmer ©3 somewhere or
other

GIMG®O how ememd vd somehow or
other

5.7 The particle 5

Like ®3 the particle 98 is used with question words to form
the following types of new meanings.

656w where i ¥eofele) anywhere
somewhere

G e® O how GoN G AV anyhow
somehow

It is also found in constructions which parallel those of
©3 ... ®3 above.

Sds 9008 wdcs . Neither he nor I is going.
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6. Numerals and guantity

6.1 Cardinal numerals

Cardinal numerals have both animate and inanimate forms. For
example:

2GR 78 ceens D . There are three younger sisters.
99 dnd SiBad gos B . I gave him three rupees.
Animate cardinal numerals either modify or substitute for

animate nouns. Inanimate numerals either modify or substitute
for inanimate nouns. For example:

efnE 996 GEDA. Four older sisters.

0SS GEDD . Four (animate beings).
crdd w33, Four boxes.

0WH3S3E . Four (inanimate things).

Both animate and inanimate numerals have definite and indefinite

forms. 1In basic sentence types (that is, non-emphatic sentences)
numerals and other quantity words as well generally appear in
the indefinite form. When numerals and other quantity words

occur as the emphasized items in emphatic sentences or when they
are part of a noun phrase which stands along as an utterance,
the definite form appears. Compare the following:

Didmsesd g0 caens d3D®D . Eight laborers came to the meeting.

43890 @ed Didmdes! 20 eend. It was eight laborers who came to
the meeting.

Ddmses Becensd @ &7 How many laborers came?

gD 6653, Eight.

69 968 60csd3E vl vwd 56spD. There are fifty five houses in this

village.
c0esdE Do &7 How many houses are there?
st ©ud. Fifty-five.
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When the quantity phrase has a clearly definite meaning, i.e.,
'the laborers' as opposed to 'laborers' or is modified by one

of the demonstratives, the definite form may appear in non-final
position. For example:

Ddmses? @0 Gem d3DR0 gath. The eight laborers came to the
meeting.

J edneE ©08 eem 5D ewsd Those four older sisters are

BB . still at home.

Compare the following:

dudns: wod ceers vFeISed There are four gentlemen in the
B » office.

T dudns: wos cemd @Gt 6F68¥  Those very four gentlemen do not
Dt know English.

The interrogatives ws , 'how many' (inanimate), and Beeens,
'how many' (animate)', introduce questions concerning gquantity.
6898 ,” 'how much, how many', may be substituted for either,
although it is more common with inanimate subjects. Examples:

98610c emdew? Begens D How many farmers are working in

538Dy &7 the fields?

BsBuOR Bus Bewndr &7 How many documents are there?

emBOS 6D wavd &7 How much time does it take (go)?

Questions concerning price, age and time are introduced by the

interrogative »a (C) , 'how much'. Examples :

0D B &2 What time is it?

B8 Do &7 How much is a pound?

Dats B &7 How old are you, i.e., what is
the age?

'At what time?' is expressed by 5¢ in the dative case.
Pudom 530 & DFeH? At what time are you coming, sir?

Quotations of time appear in the definite form followed by
the emphasizing particle &
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Examples:
D@D Bo &? What time is it?
(6BD@d) 703, It is 8:00.
(e0m?) 203 Bedsa. It is 8:20.
(eDD) g0 wdhda. It is 8:30.
(60d) 6end mEE. It is quarter to 2.

'At a particular time' is expressed with the numeral in the
dative case. Examples:

pfenisd ¢3568 DD &7 At what time does the office
open?

Jy 30 ©NSO g3nd. It opens at 8:30.

J5 ©wd ¢35 . It opens at 7:00.

In 356y 0. It is at 8:00 that it opens.

Prices are generally guoted as follows:
D86 g Bo 47? How much is eggplant?

SBoes 00 ©vwud. 65¢ a pound.

Amounts of money are commonly quoted in indefinite quantity phrases:

@@ Do gfm &7 How much money did you pay?
09 &iB8ud woGws gm. I paid Rs. 40.
With the word ®ida , 'time, occurrence', a stem form of the

numeral precedes.

DR DO 6 e QS 5. They eat rice twice a day.
o5 00 D BangFesd gf thidad. He explained how to go three
times.

This stem form also appears with ordinal numerals which are
discussed below.
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10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19

20

Definite and indefinite forms of animate and inanimate numerals

appear below.

Animate
Definite Indefinite
DB O DBFCHEBHS
cletafan cEBens
08 cem o8 Geens
Bwos GEM BHS GECHD
std cem st3 ceens
03 &N VS CEeDD
ny GEm vy ceens
g0 Gem 20 ceens
5O G&m D0 G&eHD
S Gt cH GEeDH
Demertd dDemeretd ¢&ens
GEm
ceIe®t cem ety oo
cHns GEm cHns 6EEDHN

QANBS GEDN
swetd cem
EWLIS3 GEDN
2108 Gem
enged Gem
cOnd® GEM

Ot eem

ool lefiicletclatn)
vwertd ceedns
cWLI GEGBHN
e lolo it
cndd GECHD
cund G&edHS

8% ceens

Definite

9/~
Gen
1)
fole]
B3

e

9]

g0
53
)
DEmEY
GEICH
Salol)
&S
BBERID
AW
QD
ewg o
&uHAS

St3es
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Inanimate

Indefinite

djnln)
GEDB
ollal
ololels)
8w
et}
0o
q0n
IO
eV,
dDemens
CEIRHS
fealoral)
fet] . loYel 1
BHERINSD
&0t
e Jololn)
cue o
EHHOIB
Bt
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21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31

32

All other numerals in the thirty series follow t
twenty series except that 5% appears instead of

40

41

42

All numerals in the forty series follow the pattern
series except that wunEes

50
51

52

Animate

Definite
B30 cem
DBeesm
Btins eom
D30nd cem
D33 ecem
Bt eem
Btins cem
8630 eem
58350 cem
B3cemm
530 cem

B3 asm

0ot Gam

woEds erm

woEt36 5

satIcem

3550 cem

el alnicTetoty

Indefinite

06308 ceens
BBcedssis
Btins eeensd

JBwns caens

2
38

Bl cacns

D
133]
15
139

GEEHS

o)
)
3

S

} ceens

&) ]
2
a
®

Ceens

3N
2]
)

Yelc}a))]

(8¢}

v3ceens
5308 ceens

B3cesens

wocet cecns
0oct3ds 6eeD

loteinicletater o)

svodceens

55308 caens

sotScasens

Definite

Dt
B8een
Jt3gn
Dtdnd
QLAY
Btinw
B8ws
J8q0
QAT IO
5%
53O

B3cen

NWOEH

s oYeintal)

woRtesd

appears instead of 9.

[yl

smeIds

sut3cen

Inanimate

Indefinite

Bi3dos
Scens
tigns
Btswoss
Dt3eseors
SBwast
Btswez
St3q O
B835dws
B
Be3dms

o3cens

pattern of the

0OEHS
Sleinidle)

woeteens

of the twenty

BB
sut3dos

votleens

All numerals in the fifty series follow the pattern of the twenty

series except that s»e?

appears instead of 33.
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Animate Inanimate
Definite Indefinite Definite Indefinite
60 0 0Gem 0106668 0 07055
61 00D cem 0008 Geens 0 0Dn 00D
62 020G S ©106 85655 w0eed w0eens

All numerals in the sixty series follow the pattern of the twenty
series except that ©:0 appears instead of &f3.

70 B EMm ool ctetcyoing 08520 ©07855: 0
71 B e ©ndE GEeHN 218505 ittt otadlnt ]
72 Ol Yot Otk BB CEBEDN WIBDICED Saolocetnln)

All numerals in the seventy series follow the pattern of the twenty
series except that ®;85: appears instead of 3.

80 Aalcleton] dalcletcrolng ed gD

81 08 cam 208 cenens 230 gtyd5s

82 dalcletoral aalcletolcralay dalcleta) gryesos

All numerals in the eighty series follow the pattern of the twenty
series except that &g appears instead of Of.

90 IHEEDN 2olclefclola) <21 enOs

91 epds e&m ends cEens (21 e5OH

92 THCLTM gnessens EHEED IneCHS

All numerals in the ninety series follow the pattern of the twenty
series except that ¢% appears instead of 3.

100 D3 am Dot cecns Dt3cs dt3csns
101 MBds cem  DoBeds ceens DBIDD D3 dos
For the rest of the numerals in the 100+ series Omfio- , '1lo0°',

is prefixed to the numerals to 99.

95



Sinhala Structures SINHALA

RUINS AT YAPAHUVA, 1l4th CENTURY
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Below are the prefixes for the additional hundred series to 1000.

200 680
300 @8
400 868
500 U8B

600 ®t3es

700 0886
g8o0 @08
900 538w

They precede the numerals to 99 in expressing quantities to 1000.

The stem form for 1000 is 9% . This is prefixed to the numerals
of the 900 series in expressing the years of this century.
dfeatd 5B Tedesd. One thousand nine hundred and
twenty.
dferd 508w wOvwNd. 1965.
dfertd »OBa 0 50:203. 1978.
To express 'in such and such a year', the final numeral is put
in the genitive case and optionally followed by &, 'during'.
DfeItd 5B H0v6Y, In 1965.
DFcatd 5B wFmwes &, 29 I came to Sri Lanka in 1977.
oD gads,
99 Quvged dFc? »3Bw woHEHs I was born in 1946.
wed &,
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6.2 Ordinal numerals

Ordinal numerals from 1-10 are given below.

lst ©eedH

2nd 6eeds

3rd gF¥edB

4th ©536DH

5th  3eds

6th ®©36DH

7th  ©8eds

8th qO0cdH

9th 9603

10th c»edH

Ordinal numerals are formed with the stem of the numeral plus 6d% .
The stem form is the one which precedes G&m in animate numerals.

Ordinal numerals precede either animate or inanimate numerals
with no change in form. Examples:

318501008 16t3 206cDRe . The eighth day of September, i.e.,
September 8.

ge0ftdy Setd FBOFedBe. The twenty-first day of August, i.e,
August 21.

Geedn hd. The second road.

736D oo . The third son.
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7. Word boundaries

The writing conventions in Sinhala are fairly straightforward in
general. Spaces generally appear before and after inflected
forms of nouns and verbs as well as before and after other parts
of speech such as adjectives, postpositions and adverbs. Conven-
tions differ in some instances, for example, in the addition of
some particles to other parts of speech, in writing numerals and

in writing compound verbs. For example:
DD [P Howe PP 3. The ambassador evidently knows
Sinhala.

omos nth Bove Fndg.

9t eemd. Twenty-two.
DB3cend.
dney [SSeY o HTD8 585D . They are using the rotary quern.

dnE péses o dD8pSHM .

dnE 5Feds;6d D) nSH . They are working in the office.
dney nBenised DDndH.

SIGIRIYA ROCK FORTRESS
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8. Spelling

Sinhala words are generally spelled as pronounced, but some sounds
are represented by more than one letter. For example, ?» and
both represent /n/; ¢ and & both represent /1/ and & and ©

both represent /lu/. Sometimes words are spelled both ways,

and sometimes there is a preferred spelling. When in doubt, consult
a dictionary. Examples of these particular spelling variations
appear below in the place names along two major railway lines.

ee® omngd 1
odvexexdew 2
emEc83w 3

2c83w 5
OICCEOS s 6

24
HORBeLIE g 1

26 RO OB
27 ¢ DODS

-from Ceylon Government Railway timetable
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Numerous other spelling variations occur in Sinhala, mostly in
connection with borrowed or learned words. For example, both

® and ® represent /5/; both & and » represent /y/ and many
words which are pronounced with unaspirated consonants have a
correct spelling with letters from the aspirated set. These matters
are not treated in any detail here and are best taken up in
connection with the study of the conventions of literary Sinhala.

Some differences in spelling of what are essentially the same
words do reflect differences in pronunciation and stem from dialect
variation within the Sinhala speech community. For example:

eGERITRD, GmEERFD stool

30838, gdemdd father

em@ 00, em@ »YP coconut shell
Finally, this may be the place to remind students that Class D
nouns such as 63 , 'time', which end in ¥ have dictionary entry
forms with —-&s . Hence, DMG® , 'time’'. This is a convention

from written Sinhala.

9., Style and dialect

This book has reviewed some of the main features of spoken Sinhala
structure. Written Sinhala has a different grammatical structure
and also, to a large extent, a different and expanded lexicon and
is not dealt with here. This lexicon is borrowed into speech for
certain social purposes, for example for speeches or formal lectures
on cultural affairs. A student of Sinhala who intends one day to
deliver such lectures, then, must master the appropriate formal
lexicon. For a student with such objectives, the study of written
Sinhala is an indispensible aid and guide. There are many synopses
of written Sinhala structure available, most of them written for
speakers of the language. Two which are written for students of
Sinhala as a second language are Literary Sinhala: An Introduction
(1975) by D.D. DeSaram, and Literary Sinhala (1974) by J.W. Gair
and W.S. Karunatilaka (for further details, see the citations in
the appended bibliography.)

Most students aim simply to understand the Sinhala which is spoken
around them on the routine topics of daily life and work by employ-
ees, colleagues and friends. They also aim to communicate with
such individuals on the same topics in a stylistically appropriate
manner. The style which is presented in this book has been adopted
with these ends in mind. In working through Basic Sinhala, the
vocabulary of the students will be expanded considerably beyond

the material which is actually presented. It should be kept con-
sistent with the style presented here. Substitutions from
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formal Sinhala should be avoided in favor of words which are in more
general use.

The Sinhala speech community is contained within a relatively small
geographical area, and the population is highly mobile. Perhaps
for these reasons, the community lacks deep dialect divisions.
There is variation, of course, and the major differences have been
noted at various points above. But for the most part, the Sinhala

spoken in one area of Sri Lanka can be easily understood in
another,

10. Bibliographical references for the student and the instructor.

The following resources are available for supplementing or con-
tinuing basic instruction in Sinhala.

Carter, Charles, English-Sinhalese Dictionary; Sinhalese

1936 English Dictionary. 2 volumes. M.D. Gunasena:
(1965) Colombo.

This is the basic bilingual dictionary. It has been through sever-
al printings since Carter completed it in 1891. It contains a
detailed botanical supplement. It is most useful as an aid in
decoding since words from the full stylistic range are represented.

It is less useful as an aid in encoding since stylistic alternants
are not labeled or graded.

Fairbanks, Gordon, J.W. Gair and M. W. S. de Silva, Colloquial
1968 Sinhalese. 2 volumes. South Asia Program,
Cornell University: Ithaca, New York.

This is an introduction to the Sinhala spoken by educated speakers
in most normal communication. It contains thirty-six lessons in
dialogue format with accompanying grammatical explanations and
exercises. The first twelve lessons are in romanization; the
remainder are in script. (First volume now unavailable, but

likely to be reprinted. Contact South Asia Program, Cornell
University.)

Gair, James W. and W.S. Karunatilaka, Literary Sinhala. South
1974 Asia Program, Cornell University: Ithaca, New York.

This is a basic introduction to written Sinhala for the second
language student. Fifteen lessons with texts and grammatical
explanations.

Saram, D.D. de, Literary Sinhala: An Introduction. Department
1975 of Sinhala, University of Sri Lanka, Peradeniya.

102



Sinhala Structures SINHALA

This is a basic introduction to written Sinhala for the second
language student. Fifteen lessons with accompanying grammatical
notes and exercises.
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FOREIGN SERVICE INSTITUTE LANGUAGE PUBLICATIONS
available from
U. S. Government Printing Office, Washington, D. C. 20402
and from

Spoken Language Services, Inc., P. O. Box 783, Ithaca, N. Y. 14850

(Spoken Language Services agrees to supply the items
below (subject to availability) at current GPO prices
when inquiries indicate that ordering information was
obtained from the Foreign Service Institute.)

*Amharic (Units 1-50) $5.65 Contemporary Cambodian:

*Ambharic (Units 51-60) $6.00 Glossary

*Saudi Arabic (Units 1-50) $3.65 Contemporary Cambodian:

*Cambodian (Units 1-45) $5.05 Grammatical Sketch

*Cambodian (Units 46-90) $5.25 *Contemporary Cambodian:

*Cantonese (Units 1-15) $4.65 Introduction

*Cantonese (Units 16-30) $4.65 *Contemporary Cambodian:

*Chinyanja (Units 1-63) $3.70 Land and the Economy

*French (Units 1-12) $5.75 *Contemporary Cambodian:

*French (Units 13-24) $6.75 Political Institutions

*Fula (Units 1-40) $5.50 *Contemporary Cambodian:

*German (Units 1-12) $3.45 The Social Institutions

*German (Units 13-24) $4.35 Dutch Reader

*Greek (Vol. I) $5.50 *Finnish Graded Reader

*Greek (Vol. II) $2.70 *French Phonology, Programmed

*Greek (Vol. IIT) $3.30 Introduction

*Hebrew (Units 1-40) $6.75 French Phonology, Programmed

*Hungarian (Units 1-12) $4.75 Introduction (Instructor’s

*Hungarian (Units 13-24) $5.80 Manual)

*Kirundi (Units 1-30) $4.80 *German: A Programmed

*Kituba (Units 1-35) $4.15 Introduction

*Korean (Vol. 1) $6.05 Hindi - An Active Introduction

*Korean (Vol. II) $4.65 *Hungarian Graded Reader

Lao (Vol. I) $5.00 Indonesian Newspaper Reader

Lao (Vol. I) $4.35 *Italian (Programmed) Vol. I

*Serbo-Croatian (Units 1-24) $6.80 Italian, (Programmed) Vol. I

*Serbo-Croatian (Units 26-50) $7.10 Instructor’s Manual

*Shona (Units 1-49) $4.40 *Reading Lao: A Programmed

*Spanish (Units 1-15) $8.45 Introduction

*Spanish (Units 16-30) $8.00 Communicating in Polish

*Spanish (Units 31-45) $8.10 *Portuguese: Programmatic

*Spanish (Units 46-55) $5.15 Course, Vol. I

*Swabhili (Units 1-150) $6.75 Portuguese: Programmatic Course

*Thai (Units 1-20) $5.60 (Instructor’s Man., Vol. I)

*Thai (Units 21-40) $4.70 Spoken Brazilian Portuguese

*Turkish (Units 1-30) $5.75 (Units 1-18)

Turkish (Units 31-50) $5.75 *From Spanish to Portuguese

*Twi (Units 1-20) $3.00 Russian: An Active Introduction

*Vietnamese (Vol. 1) $3.40 Spanish Programmatic Course

*Vietnamese i Vol. II) $2.95 (Instructor’s Manual, Vol. 1)

*Yoruba (Units 1-49) $4.35 *Spanish Programmatic Course

(Student Workbook, Vol. I)

Adapting and Writing Language Spanish Programmatic Course
Lessons $5.15 (Instructor’s Manual, Vol. II)

From Eastern to Western Arabic $ .95 *Spanish Programmatic Course

*Levantine Arabic: Introduction (Student Workbook, Vol.IT)
to Pronunciation $2.20 *Swahili General Conversation

Levantine and Egyptian Arabic *Swahili Geography
Comparative Study $1.20 Vietnamese Familiarization Crse.

*Modern Written Arabic, Vol. I $4.85 *Yoruba Intermediate Texts

Modern Written Arabic, Vol. IT $6.25

Modern Written Arabic, Vol. III $7.00

Supplies of all materials listed are limited, and prices are subject to change without ad-
vance notice. Rules require remittance in advance of shipment. Check or money order
should be made payable to the agency from which the texts are ordered. Postage stamps

and foreign money are not acceptable.

*Tape recordings to accompany these courses are available for purchase from the Sales
Branch, National Audiovisual Center (GSA), Washington, D. C. 20409.

$4.15
$1.50
$5.40
$4.30
$4.30
$5.10
$4.00
$7.00

$5.25

$3.00

$5.30
$2.10
$5.80
$3.10
$6.70

$4.05

$5.25
$3.40

$5.30
$3.70
$6.05
$1.60
$2.10
$1.75
$5.20
$1.50
$6.65
$1.80
$1.55

$2.35
$3.40
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