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General Conversation

FOREWORD

This is the second volume of Basic Sinhala, a course
for the beginning student which is presented in three modules:

I Beginning Signs and Letters
IT General Conversation
III Sinhala Structures

A five part preliminary version of this series of lessons
was completed in 1968 as a basic course for the Peace Corps. Three
modules of that preliminary version have been combined as module
IT in this revision. The Division of Language Training of the
Peace Corps, then directed by Allan Kulakow, supported the devel-
opment of the original materials under contract # PC-82-1944. A
trial version was utilized in training Ceylon II at Fresno State
College in Fall 1967. Olivia Silva assisted in the writing of
the preliminary materials and Sriyani Herath helped prepare the
final copy for submission to the Peace Corps.

This final version of General Conversation was completed
with funds supplied by the Foreign Service Institute and the Agency
for International Development. The Honorable Howard W. Wriggins,
Ambassador to Sri Lanka, supported the project and created an
opportunity to revise and complete the materials in Sri Lanka.
Kamini de Abrew, currently the coordinator of the Embassy language
program in Sri Lanka, provided continuous and invaluable assistance
in revising and preparing the final copy.

Kamini de Abrew and I should like to thank our friend
Trelicia Gunawardana, actress, university lecturer and member of
the Embassy language staff, for the important part she played in
helping us assemble the materials. We should also like to express
our appreciation to Sally Barton for typing most of the English
portions and to Kamal de Abrew, Chula de Abrew and Kumari Edirisinghe
for helping proof the final copy. We are grateful to many members
of the Embassy staff, especially to Ralph Hartwell and Charles
Antholt for their support and encouragement.

I should like to acknowledge the debt I owe to Drs. Earl
Stevick and James Stone at FSI. The modular approach to the
presentation of second language materials is one which has been
explored by Stevick for a variety of languages, and this parti-
cular module is largely based on a format he developed called
"microwave." I had an opportunity to work with the format when
I assisted Dr. Stone in the development of a trial version of
"microwave" Hindi materials in 1966. Most of what I know or care
about in language teaching is traceable to my association with
Drs. Stevick and Stone, and I thank them for their inspiration
and patient attention to a fledgling linguist.
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I was introduced to Sinhala and Sri Lanka by Professor James
Gair. Professor Don David de Saram taught me to speak the
language. My husband Robert and my parents have always supported
and shared my interest in Sri Lanka, most recently by modifying
their own schedules to care for the children while I was away.
Mrs. M. Tiruchelvam has for fifteen years now brought me into
her own family in Sri Lanka when I was far from home.

The dwelling plans on pp. 254 and 255 and the photograph
on p. 258 are by Robert MacDougall. They have been reproduced
with permission. The photograph on p. 230 was contributed by
Trelicia Gunawardana. Bus route maps are by the Survey Department,
Government of Sri Lanka. A few of the smaller photographs such
as those on p. 175 were taken by W. Sugathadasa. All other maps
and photographs were supplied by the Ceylon (Sri Lanka) Tourist
Board.

For me, Sri Lanka has been a fascinating and hospitable
place to live and work. Sinhala has opened the door to ideas,
life-ways and friends I would never have known without it. Kamini
de Abrew and I hope that these materials will open similar doors
for others.

Bonnie Graham MacDougall
Ithaca, New York
April 1979
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TO THE INSTRUCTOR: HOW TO USE THIS BOOK

1. Cycles

The cycles consist of M-phases and C-phases. During the M-phases
the sentences should be repeated to the students by the instructor.
The students should mimic the pronunciation of the instructor

many times both chorally and individually. Sentences should be
practiced one by one until students can repeat them relatively
fluently and with good pronunciation. The instructor should

insist on correct pronunciation. If this cannot be accomplished
through repetition, the instructor should use the Sinhala writing
system whenever possible to show the students where they have gone
wrong. The use of the writing system is particularly useful in
illustrating mispronunciations of vowels which result when the
English stress system is applied to Sinhala utterances, and in
illustrating the substitution of short vowels and consonants for
long ones and vice-versa. Grammatical questions raised by students
should be answered promptly and succinctly before going on to the
C-phase. The information contained in Sinhala Structures should be
helpful in preparing such presentations.

The C-phase presents an opportunity to use the language and to ex-
pand vocabulary. Since it is the part of the lesson students enjoy
most, there is always a temptation to rush through "M" to get to

"c"., Try to resolve all fluency and pronunciation problems before
going on to the C-phase. If too little time has been spent on

"M", students will not be able to handle "C" comfortably. When
students request vocabulary items, they should write them down.

They should be given direct singular and direct plural forms of nouns
as well as the "class" (see Sinhala Structures, 1l.) For verbs, the
basic present and past forms should be given.

2. Other material

Procedures for dialogues, drills and texts involve the basic tech-
niques of audio-lingual instruction which are likely to be familiar
to instructors using this book. To the extent that special in-
structions are necessary for exploiting these materials to the
fullest, they are given below. Many pictures and illustrations
appear in this book, and their implications for lesson material
have not been fully drawn out. Teachers may find it useful to
build new materials around them.

3. Additional suggestions

If the class is conducted at the Embassy in Sri Lanka, the language
staff should try to involve the Sri Lankan employees in helping

students practice. Organizing field trips -- to Sinhala movies and
nearby markets, for example, will enrich the course and make it fun.
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General Conversation SINHALA Cycle 1

CYCLE 1
WHAT IS THIS?
M-1
TO THE STUDENT
Repeat the following sentences after the instructor. Be sure
that you understand the meanings of the sentences and that you

are able to repeat them without hesitation before you go on to
M-2.

68 wBuees. This is a pencil.

60 emos. This is a book.

68 eBuus. This is a table.

68 derres. This is a window.
M-2

Proceed as for M-1

68 ctnle? What is this?
Cc-1
TO THE STUDENT

The instructor will ask students a question and supply them with
the formula for the answer. For example:

Instructor (pointing to something): @8 e®nde?
Instructor: &8 cwmod

Now ask and answer the question above with other students in the
class. Next each student in turn should get up from his chair and
walk around the room. The student should point to various objects
(a pen, a table, a chair, a door) and ask the question in M-2

of the instructor, The instructor should give the answer in
Sinhala. After the student has learned three or four new words,

he should ask the same questions of the rest of the students.

Cc-2
Students should use pictures to elicit the words for items which are

1
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important at work. For example, clinical equipment for health
workers, farm machinery and tools for agricultural workers and
office equipment for those who work mainly at a desk.

c-3

Proceed as for C-~1. Below is a photograph depicting well-known
Colombo landmarks. Students should use the Sinhala they have

learned to gather information about the photograph from the
instructor.

GALLE FACE, LOOKING SOUTH
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General Conversation Cvcle 1: Notes on Structure

NOTES ON STRUCTURE

1. Definite and indefinite forms of the noun

The nouns which have appeared in this lesson are indefinite
forms of the noun. The indefinite form of the noun usually trans-
lates into English as 'a something', whereas the definite form of
the noun usually translates as 'the something.'. In Sinhala
the definite/indefinite distinction is marked only in the singular.
The indefinite ending is & . The definite form is unmarked.
Compare the following forms of the words which appeared in Cycle
1:

definite form indefinite form
* eco (pfsed)  the pencil  wpffucos a pencil
e¥e) the book cléYala) a book
* Soey (Sesed) the window “e8rws a window
* o890 (68etd) the table  c3uws a table

Now look at the following new words:

definite form indefinite form
1o the chair STl a chair
gl the bed zes a bed
(et Te! the door [cleTeln} a door
Rlotol the wall Rlojolata] a wall

* 06wy (m06d) the room 5198 a room
BTG O the office p»prFenIsdDH an office

Definite and indefinite forms of the noun are treated in Sinhala
Structures, section 1l.4. Paradigms showing definite and indefin-
ite forms appear in section 1.2.

The nouns marked with * belong to Class D. The form in brackets
reflects correct pronunciation. The other form is the dictionary
entry form and the stem on which the indefinite form is based.
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2, The Sinhala sound system: single and doubled consonants

In Sinhala most consonants occur both singly and doubled
in the middle of words, and many differences in meaning hinge
on this distinction. Since no such contrast occurs in English,
this is an area of the Sinhala sound system to which the learner
will have to pay particular attention. Compare the following:
et e, what (singular form)

cme why

The paired sets which appear below provide further illus-
trations of the contrast between single and doubled consonants.
The instructor should read the examples below pair by pair and
ask the students to repeat them chorally. For example:

Instructor: D)
Students (in chorus): an
Instructor: Dsies

Students (in chorus): dz»

Next students should be drilled individually as follows:

Instructor: D5

Student A: (3

Instructor: D3

Student A: O]n)

Instructor: That's not quite right. dz»
Student A: 9ln}a)

Instructor: Right.

NOTE TO THE INSTRUCTOR

Students should be told that the minimal and near-minimal pairs
which appear below have been chosen primarily to illustrate phon-
ological contrasts. The words should not be taken as a list for
memorization. Some of the entries are literary items.

4
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SINHALA Cycle 1:

Notes on Structure

/k/
/)
D
o
/9/
CHEHD
ced
/c/
o})
RIck]
fo353)
/T/
CRE,
®;0
Gm O
579
/t/
340

GBID

[«29)

one
doubt (n)
right side

lies down (V)

along

fibs (n)

word

suitable

to me myself
sixty
short

danced

might be
book (n)
spot (n)

hand (n)

/kk/
DB
wlnf)
BB
/99/
CSoDnD
cded
/ce/
SHh)
enfdds
57590
/TT/
RRRE)
©700
6150 00
5709
/te/
150
GLHBD
Sfole)

dele)

with
jaw

herds (v)

causes to lie down

porch of a temple

unripe
train (n)

got broken

leveler
blouses
pillows

dancer

truth
skin (m)
bitter

branch (n)
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£. /4/ /dad/
ol white olelel clean (a)
Ben gift (n) sé&en rocking
Qe united e tax (n)

g. /n/ /nn/
[aL) going (a) OB go (inf)
THD asking (a) FuBD ask (inf)
D eating (a) DB eat (inf)
o scorches (v) Sl knows

h.  /p/ /pp/
750 bit (v) 0850 struck (v)
gaes water (n) gaades hoppers
DO cuts (v) 535 causes to cut
O]er 1)) bites (v) ®we3snd strikes (v)

i, /b/ /bb/
qd mustard 280 plumbago
0@ truth o) all

. /m/ /mm/
0 eyebrow OR) retaining wall
q® bait 2199 pain
®§ let's take @8@ villagers
»OC lotus 539¢c smithy
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k. /1/ /11/
Rl having looked AcE dog
GO spittle Y616 girl
RI16) creeper 7616 beach (n)
e flower (n) oce reed bag
1. /w/ /ww/
gd away (prefix) ¢85 sunshine
SO frowns (v) SRR} frowned
m. /s/ /ss/
Bts venom De3es twenty
s eye (n) e redes eye of coconut
ot mouth O¢edes an ancient coin
[olo] soil (n) estdes back (postposition)




General Conversation SINHALA Cycle

CYCLE 2

WHAT IS THAT OVER THERE?

M-1

TS BeIRGs . That is a pencil.

as BB . That is a wall.

¢S ¥3J0 . That is a chair.

g8 3ndH. That is a key,

a3 Gerss. That is a door.
M-2

2SS ehnde”? What is that over there?
c-1

Students should remain seated and point to objects around the
room saying:
s ctnde?

Others should respond saying:

238 (eerss)

NOTE ON STRUCTURE: demonstratives
The demonstratives 3, 'this', and g5, 'that', belong to a set
which includes the following:

68 this

e that near you

[ %e} that over there

9] that in question

Here and in Cycle 1 these demonstratives function as pronouns.

8



General Conversation SINHALA Cycle 3

CLASSROOM EXPRESSIONS
The following expressions should be practiced for use in class.
L. Busp. say (it).

2. moess BT . Say (it) again.

3, oS Hesy. John, (you) say (it).
4. 603 Busw. Mary, (you) say (it).
5. poss Bugn a? Should (I) say (it) again?

NOTE ON STRUCTURE: the infinitive

The verb form &ss» which appears above is the infinitive form
of the verb Bw»? 'say'. The infinitive form is used as a re-
quest form. See Sinhala Structures, section 2.5.

CYCLE 3

WHAT ARE THESE THINGS?

M-1
cO dDeDgE. These things are vegetables.
O cedd. These things are oranges.
o9 emeusd cnd. These things are bananas.
60D wudy. These things are shoes.
O 6O¢. These things are socks.
ERY Il IO These things are earrings.
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Cycle 3: ©Notes on Structure

M-2
GO ety a? What are these things?
T ctnd ? What are those things?
gSD ctndh &7 What are those things over

there?

C-1 Using pictures such as those on

Individual A: GO Mty &7

Individual B: 68 (@)

NOTE ON STRUCTURE: demonstratives

The demonstratives above belong to a
following:

3. These
8. Those
gSth ., Those
32 . Those

pages 1l1-14:

set which includes the

things.
things near you.
things over there.

things in question.

The singular forms of those given above are as follows:

con. This thing.

Om. That thing near you.
qém . That thing over there.
T . That thing in question.

Two question words which pair with these sets are:

e What (plural)

XTI What (singular)

chnde is the rapid speech form of oh®z + the gquestion marker
& Further discussion of demonstratives appears in Sinhala

Structures, section 3.

10
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GO ey &7

TOWN MARKET SCENE

11
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e o®pndr 27

TOWN MARKET SCENE

12
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General Conversation Cyvcle 3

e etind &?

BUYING DRUMS, COLOMBO

13
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e ehndr &?

ROADSIDE STAND ON THE COLOMBO~KANDY ROAD

14



General Conversation SINHALA Cycles 1-3: Summary

SUMMARY

PRACTICING PATTERNS FROM CYCLES 1-3

A. Substitution Drill

The instructor should drill individual members of the class
according to the following model:

Instructor I enetsEend Those are bananas.
Student A I enetsEend Those are bananas.
Instructor ceid) G0 Heads of cabbage.
Student A I e eud Those are heads of
cabbage.

1 I omeedend (i cond) [heads of cabbage]

2 I e 6ol (mE end) [loaves of bread]

3 I o8 eod (eed cod) [breadfruits]

4 I ee@ cud) (D00 evwd)  [pumpkins]
5 39 2005 eod (gd 66d) [mangoes]

6 T 2d end

B. Substitution Drill

Model: I 68 seeas This is a pencil.
S 60 BeEad This is a pencil.
1 ced Door.
S cd eass This is a door.

15
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SINHALA Cycles 1-3: Summary

1 68 mBueesd (6ed) [door]

2 68 eerss (cmn) [book]

3 68 e (o) [pen]

4 68 98 (e ) [table]

5 68 63t

6 8 8B

(355s) [walll

C. Response Drill

The instructor should drill individual members of the class
according to the following model:

Instructor

Student

1 TS GO

2 (el
3 gSh
4 (o33
5 FSh
6 ¢St
7 ¢S
8 FS

IS} 194
e
G
G
GO
IO T 1]

G

S ctnds &7

T OB .

&?

16

What are those things over there?

Those things are shoes.

I wosy. (shoes)

It o3, (socks)

I deDE. (vegetables)
I ey, (books)

T s86esidr. (offices)
T 66dD3. (doors)

T G, (rooms)

I A8, (walls)
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SINHALA Cycles 1-3:

Summary

D. Response Drill

Model:
1 O
2 S
3 B
4 R
5 DR
6 &

E. Transformation Drill

Model
1 @8
2 @d
3 ed
4 XS
5 &0
6 68
7 XS]
8 X

I 3 e &7

S O vousy.

G
G
DD
By
GH B

e 3195

I 68 wudyds

S 60 wudy.

¥

S ainiglatm I8

85
SN
e us
clé ool
GeIsH
AFBess
I olelal )

What are those?

These are

o3t wosy.
O mFmD.
cOD .
Ot .

o3t enrde,

GO e,

This is a

These are

68 e
68 48

68 &8
60 ¥erd
68 cwmd
63 casdE
cd 388

68 mdS

17

shoes.

(shoes)
(glasses)
(pencils)
(pens)
(cups)

({books)

shoe.

shoes.

(pencils)
(pens)
(tables)
(windows)
(books)
(doors)
(walls)

(rooms)



General Conversation SINHALA Cultural Note

CULTURAL NOTE: Greetings and leave-taking

One of the most common informal greetings in Sri Lanka is
the familiar gee? . oS literally 'may you live long',
is a formal greeting which is generally accompanied by a char-
acteristic gesture. The palms of the hands are pressed together
in front of the body in salutation. (The instructor should demon-
strate this gesture for the class.)

Initial greetings are often followed by inquiries into the health
and welfare of the addressee. For example:

cmnemd &7 How (are you)?
0 3D ememd &? How (is your) health and welfare?

Typical answers to the above questions include:

o560y End . I'm in good health.
DSes vz, Not bad.
e . Good.

A visit between friends or acquaintances is usually concluded in
the following way:

PERSON TAKING LEAVE
99 BB8 O8S. I shall go and come.
PERSON GRANTING LEAVE

cmed. H85 Ofn. Good. Go and come.

The language given above should be practiced in class until stu-
dents can repeat it easily and without hesitation. Thereafter,
students and the instructor should make it a point to use it

as part of the classroom routine.

18



General Conversation SINHALA Cycle 4

MORE CLASSROOM EXPRESSIONS

The following expressions should be drilled and memorized
for use in the classroom.

eB8Simn &7 Did (you) understand?
DuBomd S &? Did (you) understand, sir?
e PuFnmd efSim &7 Did (you) understand, madam?
88. 90 edSmm . Yes. I understood.

B:. 00 63568 Hi. No. I didn't understand.
cwd8 B . Say (it) slowly.

NOTE ON STRUCTURE: efedn®s:, 'understand’.

Past tense forms of the verb e8esny 'understand', appear above.
This verb takes an actor in the dative case. For information on
the dative case and its formation see Sinhala Structures 1.32.

CYCLE 4

ARE THESE THINGS BOXES?

M-1
95. 6O m8. Yes. These things are coins.
28. o8 dSecityds. Yes. This thing is a clock.
8. oBp eod. Yes. This thing is a necklace.
8. 683 600, Yes. These things are boxes.
28. % Fled. Yes. This is a ring.

M~2
Bi. GO m0t3 GHGEISZ. No. These things are not coins.
68 6u00.

19
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Cycle

pr. GO s 6»ed3.
69 qBeds.
M-3
cOth eudd &?
68 onds ?

C-1

No.

This is not a key.

This is a padlock.

Are these things boxes?

Is this a key?

Students should continue to talk about objects in the classroom
and the pictures which are in the textbook or which have been

brought to class.

A. (68 upss a?)

B. (29. &8 wupss)

CYCLE 5

IS THAT ANSWER CORRECT?

/) 81658 .
m ©3.

3 e8nSe D1SEG.

8 o8nda wd.

I efnss ©d &?
Im ©d e?
&) 8168 Cl?

3 efods D188 a?

20

It is wrong.

It is correct.

That answer is wrong.

That answer is correct.

Is

Is

Is

Is

that
that
that

that

answer correct?
correct?
wrong?

answer wrong?



General Conversation SINHALA Cycle 5

M-3

My D158 & vl &? Is that wrong or right?

I35 08 & D88 &7 Is that right or wrong?

w3 odas chnde? What is the correct answer?
C~1

This is the time to review the patterns which have been intro-
duced in Cycles 1, 2, 3 and 4. One student should ask a question.
A second student should supply the answer. The first student
should then check the veracity of the answer with a third student
in the following manner:

A. e (onss a?)
B. (8. &8 wyss)
A. I wd &?

C. O ©3.

or

T 1884,

Students should use the pictures which appear below to review
the structures which have been introduced in earlier lessons and
to expand their vocabularies.

NOTE ON STRUCTURE: Variant spellings of Class D nouns.

l. #8583 » 'the answer', like most Class D nouns (see Sinhala
Structures section 1.2 for a sample paradigm) has an alternate
spelling as g8»v6e& . The former spelling is the one normally seen
in writing; the latter reflects correct pronunciation.

21
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o3 enmensdend c?

TOWN MARKET SCENE

22
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68 nded a?

FOOD PREPARATION UTENSILS WHICH ARE FOUND IN SRI LANKA

23
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CYCLE 6

MAKING REQUESTS

M-1

Gas ad8n . Please open the door.

Ged DB . Please close the door,

sesfes ¢35 . Please open the window.

QEOED . Please sit down.

800y . Please stand up.

85563 D8nd nd8n. Please describe the picture.
ydvas eus. Please ask a question.

&8s cern. Please give the answer.

M~2

338 TN BSED Please tell that gentleman to
6ad ¢38n Boca. open the door.

28 Puinmd 5asd Please tell that gentleman to
Gerd Dusn HaE . close the door.

a8 ool Dudnm 0 H3BD Please tell that lady to come
cOmO VD B . here.

@S DTN BHABD Please tell that gentleman to
BOOSD BSE) . stand up.

c-1

Students in the class should practice making simple requests
and having others carry out the directions. If students do
not know the Sinhala for the directions they would like to
give, they should ask the instructor for it. At this point
students should try to collect and learn all the requests
they feel will be necessary for routine classroom use.

A. (ee38 q38)

B. Carries out directions.

24
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c-2

The instructor should direct one class member to give
directions to another.

Instructor to B. 28 Qom0 5usy (eed 385D ) B .

B to C. ( 6ers 238 .)

ELEPHANT FRIEZE AT ISURUMUNIYA, ANURADHAPURA

25
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NOTES ON STRUCTURE : Bonth , 'say'; the particle Boea.

With BDe»dy, 'say, tell', the person told is in the dative case.

BeaEa is a particle which follows certain types of subordinate
clauses, here, those involving reported speech. It has no direct

translation. Compare the following:
Dm0 By, 'ead adsH.' Please tell him, "open the door."
D0 Duds cers gd8D BAEI . Please tell him to open the door,

or Please tell him that he should
open the door.

MORE CLASSROOM EXPRESSIONS: NEGATIVE REQUESTS

Request forms may be made negative by adding the word des.
Look at the examples below and practice them in class. Students
should ask the instructor for any other negative commands they
would like to learn for routine classroom use. Negative requests
are discussed in Sinhala Structures, section 2.5.

3B D . Please don't go.

D:005n Ot . Please don't shout.

GBeuy dmnsSEy D . Please don't talk in English.
BosO ehdn Den. Please don't smoke cigarettes.
e @dsn D . Please don't open the books.
DDSTD DN . Please don't talk.

26
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NOTES ON STRUCTURE:

Variants of the infinitive form (request form).

In Sinhala there are three dialectal variants of the infinitive
form:

ending example
variant A Po[9) 5850 to do
variant B 50 5350
variant C s 5655

Further examples appear in Sinhala Structures, section 2.5.

Variant A is the regular form in many areas of the Kandyan highlands.
Many speakers who use it however, also use variant B, particularly

in more formal situations. In Kandy town variant B appears to be
the regular form.

Variant B would appear to be the most common form throughout Sri
Lanka. It is without question the variant which is usually heard
in Colombo, despite the fact that conventional wisdom holds Colombo
to be a variant C area. Instructors often argue against presenting
variant B on the grounds that it is localized in the Kandyan high-
lands, an idea which is not borne out by inspection.

Variant C may be heard in Colombo, and it is also the dialectal
variant used in many parts of the South. Teachers prefer it as
the 'best' form.

Variant C is presented in this textbook because it is the prestige
form. There are many good arguments for using variant B, however,
including frequency and ease of pronunciation for American English
speakers. Variant C contains a consonantal sequence ( /nn/ ) not
found in American English and is not advocated for less experienced
language learners who have difficulty maintaining the contrast be-
tween single and doubled consonants. For these reasons, the class
may want to switch to variant B at this point. Classes which wish
to do so should review Cycle 6 using the variant B forms and con-
tinue using them for the remainder of the course.

27



General Conversation SINHALA Dialogue 1

DIALOGUES I, II, and III: ELICITING VOCABULARY FROM SINHALA SPEAKERS

Photo of a man sitting and reading a newspaper

WHAT DO YOU SAY IN SINHALA FOR WHAT THE GENTLEMAN IS DOING?

On the following pages there are three short dialogues in
which a student elicits vocabulary items from a speaker of Sinhala.
These dialogues are intended to serve as models for eliciting

vocabulary. The sentences in these conversations should be drilled
in class .and memorized. Drills and exercises follow the dialogues.

28
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DIALOGUE I

WHAT DO YOU SAY IN SINHALA FOR WHAT HE IS DOING?

MARY
Dusnn 5S» OO GowerEs What do you say in Sinhala for
Bages cthnde? what the gentleman is doing?
VICTOR
B5DHD o Reading.
MARY
Dusnm BedFes 6hnds? What is the gentleman reading?
VICTOR
s¥esas.  Tnd BoFed sdved A newspaper. For that (you) say
Boac. 08568 50868 "news- newspaper. pattaree means news-
paper." paper.
MARY
DB 8FDSHE BDnHD . The gentleman is reading a news-
s9n6e8 BOFes "newspaper." paper. pattaree means newspaper.
J5 ©d &7 Is that right?
VICTOR
9330 1©3. 683 Howc emed Precisely right. You speak
DNHSHD Sinhala very well Mary.

NOTES ON STRUCTURE: present forms, 53 , Class C nouns.

l. Bogesd, 'say', and bpudFes, 'read', are emphatic present tense
forms of the verb. A discussion of this verb form appears in
Sinhala Structures, section 2.21.

2. Bdns , 'read', and »mnd®d , 'speak', are simple present
tense forms of the verb. The simple present tense is the form
which a Sinhala speaker usually gives when asked for the trans-
lation of an English verb. A discussion of this form appears in
Sinhala Structures, section 2.21.

29



General Conversation SINHALA Dialogue II

3. When a meaning or name of something appears as an object of

the verb Bo»h , 'say, call', it is optionally followed by the

clause subordinator Buoe . Hence, 50 Dosed sdned BHa@,

' For that you say newspaper.' See Sinhala Structures, section 2.18,

4. pdé» d», 'the doing’', is a noun derived from a verb form. It
belongs to Class C. Class C nouns are discussed in Sinhala Struc-
tures, section 1.23. In this lesson the noun form is in the
dative case. (See Sinhala Structures, section 1.32).

5. Students should review the section in Sinhala Structures
(1.4) on definite and indefinite forms of the noun.

DIALOGUE II

WHAT DO YOU SAY IN SINHALA FOR WHAT THIS PERSON IS DOING?

Photo of a woman weaving branches to form a mat

30
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SINHALA Dialogue

IT

B 5Sn OO Bowees BTG
chnde?

Dy Sevda.

A JoBdes chnd &7

D Dudesd emd @n.

2SO Bodes @ gy B &7

3. T el ay.

Dem 8 Dond &7

8. D 590 Dund.

MARY

What do you say in Sinhala for
what this person is doing?

OLIVIA

She is weaving.

MARY

What is she weaving?

OLIVIA

She is weaving coconut branches.

MARY

Do you call those things over
there coconut branches?

OLIVIA

That's right. Those are
coconut branches.

MARY
Is she weaving now?
OLIVIA

Yes. She is still weaving.

31
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NOTES ON STRUCTURE: present tense forms, 33O,

1. bodes and 2usder are emphatic present tense forms of the
verb. See Sinhala Structures, section 2.21.

2. Fond is a simple present tense form of the verb. See
Sinhala Structures, section 2,21,

3. a@éH0 means 'to those things'. Here g8% 'those things', is
in the dative case. With the verb BSun® 'say, call', the thing
called is in the dative case.

Man sowing rice

eI »SH DO Bowers chnde Bases?

32



General Conversation

SINHALA Dialogue III

DIALOGUE III

WHAT DO YOU SAY IN SINHALA FOR WHAT THE FARMER IS DOING?

et DS DO

Bowees Doses ctinde?

aeed ) mdnth.

D DD e & »SFTEHT

nRed 0o .
8 dycovdh.

cOn e &7

OB s .

dn 588 5Sn DO

poses chnde?

I50 Buser 93 630ds 53R .

DAVID
What do you say in Sinhala for
what the cultivator (farmer) is
doing?
CHANDRA
Working in the field.
DAVID
What else is he doing?
CHANDRA
Walking in the field.
Sowing rice.
DAVID
What else?
CHANDRA
Nothing else.
DAVID
What do you call the thing
he is using?
CHANDRA

You call that a sowing basket.
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SINHALA

Summary: Dialogues I-III

SUMMARY

PRACTICING PATTERNS FROM DIALOGUES I-III

A. Substitution Drill
Model: I eI O »SHd.
S cmIm D) HSHD:.
I Ounsnw,
S Owsowm D) »nSHD.
1 e D) mdndr. (DudHw)
2 s D@ m55D . (D)
3 D DD 5Svh. (evdm Dudoen )
4 cuimn s D) 5Sv. (99)
5 20 DD 5. (6OM)
6 GOW D) H»SHD .
B. Substitution Drill
Model: I Ongn D18 HSH .
S Ousion D) mSH® .
I S
S Ousom Dunds.
1 v DD 5S». (Fondr)
2 Qudon T, (g H3OHD)
3 o s DedDnd.
4 ndnm ceid ¢dnd.

34

(&8 ¢ln)

(08 dmnSHD:)

The farmer is working.

The farmer is working.
The gentleman.

The gentleman is working.

[the gentleman]
[he, she]
[the lady]
(1]

[this person]

The gentleman is working.
The gentleman is working.
Weaving.

The gentleman is weaving.

[weaving]
[reading books]
[opening the door]

[speaking slowly]
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SINHALA

Summary: Dialogues I-IIX

[

RS

udnm o8 DHHSHD .

Substitution Drill (continued)

o Be¥rs Dund.

Model:

DN
DN
D3
D

D

I

n

Substitution Drill

D Bowecs nmMHSHD .

D BoneEy HoNHSH .

e O

D om0 DMHSH .

By DoNDSHD . (cmmed)
cmed »mednr. (6unds)
cnds pomoSnDr. (e18)
ey pmnsen. (@eas)

FICAT DHNHSHD .

Response Drill
Model: I @® 8030 cthnd.
S a8 83080 ey O,

99 B0s0 ednds. e
09 u5ndS BIDH:. s
99 em@ an Bodd. 1)
00 18 v, es
99 v DD nSHD e

35

(Se8cn Dund ) [closing the window]

He speaks in Sinhala.
He speaks in Sinhala.
Well.

He speaks well.

[welll]
[slowly]
[now]

f[again]

I am smoking.

Please don't smoke now.

$03Y B> Vv, [smoke]

35358 Badgs e, L[read the papers]

ctu@E Suss Oy, (Weave coconut
C e ’ branches]

o¥n . [g0]

s 088 nSgy dm. [use the pen]
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E. Response Drill
Model: I ®wdowm 5S» OO What do you say for what the
Chnle DOBET? gentleman is doing?
S Pusowm sy 5D . The gentleman is reading the
paper.
1. Pu8nm 5Sn MO ehnle dHIBES? Dusng BIHd 5@8@83.[readi?g the
paper
2. P nSH DO chnde BIBEH? usHd G D, [gégi%ng the
3. dudom 5 OO cdnle BuFer? Onsom qroend . [walking]

< > i th
4, dnm 53SH IO ctinde pABes? Owndow Sesce ¢dnd:. [323333? e
5. PuBdom 565 DD cthnde BIFes? Dwudng H50S0 M. [g@%gé?g cigar-

6. dudom mSH IO ednde Boses? dudowm BInds Ond ©SpD. [describing
the picture]

F. Response Drill
Model: I w8 cnd ¢ What is the gentleman doing?
et Ik N
S dmn DY DD »SH. He is still working.
1. vl 6@ & ST D DY D) ®SBD. [working]
2. uBom e ¢ nSFes? dn DD vIS BD®M . [reading news-
papers]
3. Oudnwm e ¢ B»STEH? D YO den@ dDwnth. [closing windows]
4. 8 e & HSTer? dn 509 ¢:98mp. [walking]
5. 908w endr & »SBeB? D 500 sommSHD,. [talking]
6. Do G & BESTEH? Den 5D BedO [smoking cigarettes]
chnds.
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G. Transformation Drill

Model: I ®m8nn 780 S5 . The gentleman is working.
S Do D) BSTEY B The gentleman is not
working.
1 9udnwm D0 mS»D. [working] Qs D) 5SEeE Bi.

2 Ouso 8EHSG HODHD . [;ggg%r]lg the dwdowm 859383 BDFes »z.

3 P8 8B8030 end. [smokin%
cigarettes]

4 DB 6ed ¢8m83.[gggg%ng the oo el ¢d¥e8 »:.

o B030 ehded »z.

5 dusowm e opdh. [going now] dudnwm &8 ases ;.

6 Pusom Gty 8(95)83.[%%8%—%1 the Do ety Duses m:.

7 2o smndsd. [speaking] s DIMHSTES B:.

8 Qudowm Howe e¥ndy. [knowing o Gowe eFes ;.
Sinhala]

H. Response Drill

Model: I cmBwm 529 T Dydod &7 Is the farmer still sowing
rice?
Sdm 8 O dyssed u:. He is not sowing rice now.

1 2w 500 poosedy &? [speakingl A o vonsSFes ;.
2 9ndnwm 50 groendy 7 [walking] D e goeses .
3 eI 509 T Dydodh ¢? [sowing ricel dwm e & dyssed »;.

4 cmBn 500 D) ndSndy &? [working] D 8 DD DSBS Bi.
5 dudowm 909 Bedsth e? [reading] D e BedFed .

NOTE TO STUDENTS AND THE INSTRUCTOR

By this time students in the class should have mastered the usual
basic classroom expressions and enough 'survival' Sinhala (specif-
ically, that Sinhala necessary to elicit new vocabulary) to make
it possible to operate without English in the classroom. Students
should be able to conduct the routine business of the classroom
and to ask for new words in Sinhala only.
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CYCLE 7

ELICITING VOCABULARY

M-1
Do Gadvd . You are writing, sir.
JemEe Tuvd. They are weaving.
D a8 ewiedd. She is washing (her) hands.
M-2
90 58» DO 8033@@53’ Bades What do you say in Sinhala for
enle? what I am doing?
e 53D DO Bowery BEBes What do you say in Sinhala for
chnde? what this person is doing?
c9em@dE »S» D toweey What do you say in Sinhala for what
Dadesd cnde? these people are doing?
Cc-1

One of the students should perform an activity (pouring coffee,
opening a door, closing a window), or pretend to be performing one
in pantomime (sweeping the floor, for example). He should then
ask the instructor the appropriate question from M-2. The teacher
should give a correct response in Sinhala. Each student should
have an opportunity to be "the actor". When a number of vocab-
ulary items have been gathered in this manner, students should

ask questions of each other.

A. 99 5S» DO Bomerd doses ende?
B. (Ouwdowm Guond).
Cc-2
The instructor and students should ask and answer questions about

the pictures which follow using the formulas which have been
learned in M-1 and M-2.
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edemde pén 900 Bowers Buded cRnda?

Man weaving on a horizontal loom

39



General Conversation SINHALA Cycle 7

cdwm 536n InD Bowers budesd chnle?
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cdemdc pSp 0D Bowees Buded echnde?
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63emEE 56d 950 Bomecd Budesd cdnde?
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Mo Sy IO tomers dusded »2inSe?
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Cycle 7

C-3 Review exercises.

A, Using the following exchanges as models for conversations,
review the verb forms which have been learned up to this

time.

Instructor
Instructor
(to another
student)
Student
Instructor
(to third
student)

Third
student

G, 68 DD .
cesis »Sn OO
Bowers HeFes
cohnde?

Ges Dundh.

S ©3 &7

98. I »3.
GelB Geas Dund.

John, close the door.
What do you say in
Sinhala for what John
is doing?

He is closing the door.

Is that right?

Yes. That's right.
John is closing the door.

B. Using the following exchanges as models for conversations,
review the verb forms which have been learned up to this

time.

Instructor

John (to
another
student)

Instructor
(to John)

John

ctsIs, a8 Qustnmd
Bots cad Lmln
B .

83, ead Dodp.

83 nc» d»0
towers Beses
ehnle?

Gas Dund.

44

John, tell that
gentleman to close
the door.

Please close the door

Jim.

What do you say in
Sinhala for what Jim
is doing?

He is closing the door.



General Conversation SINHALA

PILGRIMS AT ADAM'S PEAK
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CYCLE 8

WHAT IS YOUR NAME?

M-1
968 5O MO 335. My name is Barbara Smith.
9e@ 50 d3. 3. cwendssy. My name is M.G. Seneviratne.
9ed 50 g. 3. & 33. My name is U.G. DeSilva
6@ 50 cmp ATh. My name is Loku Banda.
M-2
OnBomed 5o chnde? What is your name, sir?
eolm uBnmed 5O cnda? What is your name, madam?
C-1

The instructor should ask the questions in M-2 of every student
in the class. Then, each student should have the opportunity
to ask the names of others in the classroom.,

A. Dudvmed nd chnde?

B. 2368 »® (d8. 8. censsss)

NOTE ON STRUCTURE: genitive case forms.

In the sentences in M-1 and M-2 there are a number of genitive
case forms showing possession. They are:

direct case form genitive case form
RE) I RIo]
enfm DS madam ondmn dusdomed
Rlolotoles) sir BN G

The genitive case is discussed in Sinhala Structures, sectionl. 33.
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TERMS OF ADDRESS

As a term of address the English word you is virtually
all purpose. It is appropriate in all contexts, whatever the
relationship between the speaker and the addressee. Except
in very formal contexts, i.e., butler to employer: Would madam
prefer to have tea outside today?, other terms of address do not
substitute for you in American English. Would you please tell me..
could precede a question to anyone —-- a taxi driver, a shopkeeper
or an important government official.

There is no single word in Sinhala which is an appropriate
translation of the English you in all contexts. There are indeed
a number of second person pronouns, but no one of them can be used
in addressing everyone. They include:

Joi A very familiar term for you
used largely in informal inter-
action within the family. Definite-
ly not appropriate for all familial
contexts. Considered extremely in-
sulting in many situations,

oc) A term of address which may be heard
between intimates (brothers, sisters,
for example) or which may be used by
a superior when addressing an infer-
ior. Considered rude in many

contexts.

sl Said to be a term of address between
equals.

Den Perhaps the most neutral choice for

a second person pronoun.
Actually, more often than not, Sinhala speakers avoid choosing a
second person pronoun. For example, they may omit the subject of
the sentence entirely:
eHD &7 Going?
instead of

A B &7 Are you going?

Or they may choose a third person subject:
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OusSon 3D &7 Are (you) going, sir?

instead of

A and &7 Are you going?

General guidelines for choosing a term of address

1. Appropriate terms of address for equals and superiors.

In establishing relationships with persons of equal or
superior status, avoid pronominal terms entirely. When it is
necessary to address someone, use anim OSHwn, 'madam', or
Dudmen, 'sir'. The following people are equals or superiors:

a. Counterparts and other professionals in the Sri Lanka govern-
ment. For example, government agents, research officers, health
inspectors and heads of government offices.

b. Individuals who have established themselves in positions of
authority or rank in their own communities. For example, post-
masters, schoolmasters, ayurvedic physicians and grama sewakas.

c. Administrators or managers in banks, large shops such as
Cargills, hotels and airline offices.

d. Teachers and administrators in the universities.

e. Lawyers, doctors and other professionals in the private
sector.

f. Adult kinsmen of the above.

People who are referred to as 2xsme Or es5fm SAngoes  are
often particularized by a prefix. For example:

cTeCunng the ayurvedic physician
2398 Susow Mr. Smith

D@ SnEo the postmaster

Q3emicE Dndn the schoolmaster
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Students will notice as they listen to Sinhala spoken
around them that the terms sir, madam, and missy have been borrowed
from English. The term sir is used more widely than the other
two. It is a substitute for Swdow.

2. Addressing individuals who are lower in status.

The most diplomatic way of addressing someone who is lower
in status is to use the proper name. For example:

RFEY emmerl & 3Ben”? Where are you going, Banda?

Household servants, waiters, drivers, porters and others engaged
in providing personal services are often addressed in this manner.

Proprietors of boutiques may be addressed in this manner or by
the term @¢@ﬁ§’ 'merchant’'.

STREET HAWKERS, KANDY

(Ask the instructor how he or she would address these people.)
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3. Addressing members of the sangha.

Buddhist monks are generally addressed as =308 Yuriedd

A BUDDHIST MONK AND DEVOTEES
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SINHALA

Cycle 9

CYCLE 9

WHAT IS HIS/HER NAME?

s udnmed B

CHAC cesTHs.

7S oI DR EE B

6338 333,

6o Pudnmed »d

GELIRCE oS .

as evimn OuEnNed »nd

AEBw 8370 .

s Ondn eE »O

cthnde?

s endm Pudnmed B

G2 de?

The name of that

gentleman over

there is Robert Jones.

The name of that

is Mary Smith.

The name of this

Walter Herath.

The name of that

Silva.

What is the name

man over there?

What is the name

over there?

6B endm Oudovmed »d chnde? What is the name

63 Putrmed nd cthnde?

What is the name

51

lady over there

gentleman is

lady is Olivia

of that gentle-

of that lady

of this lady?

of this gentleman?
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c-1

Students A and B should discuss the names of the others in the
class. Each student in the class should have an opportunity to
carry on such a discussion,

A. gS Owdnmned O chnde”?

B. a8 dusomed »3 (688 6-4%3),

Cc~-2
Look at the pictures of the people below. Student A should
ask an appropriate question from M-2 of another member of the

class. Student B should supply the correct answer. Each student
should have an opportunity to carry on such a discussion.

A. (pointing to picture): 38 ondpmed »nO chinde”

B. ¢S "odomed m9 (. m&. H$a&0m).

Image of a man

Image of a woman
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CYCLE 10

WHAT ARE THE NAMES OF THESE PEOPLE?

M-1
68 388 “wsom. This is Mr. Smith.
60 ot Indoun . This is Mr, Jones.
62 388 Ensnad This is Mr. Smith and
dned enfnd. his wife.
M-2
6® Pudnd; »he? Who are these gentlemen?
Semideded 53 e &7 What are their names?
68 onfm QusnciBed What are the names of these
50 etand &7 ladies?
c8emiesed »8 oD &7 What are the names of these
people?
c-1

Students should ask and answer questions of the type in M-2
with other students in the class.

A. cdemI3csted B8 «hand &7

B. 8 (388 Dunald dmed enind)

NOTES ON STRUCTURE: the 'and' particle; genitive forms.

1. In the sentence 68 388 Pwdomnd dmed em¥pd3  the 'and' particle
has been added to ®wdmm and &oim,. Further discussion of the
'and' particle appears in Sinhala Structures, section 5. 3.

2. The following genitive plural forms of animate nouns appear
above: Semdcded, 6nim OudnsiFed and edemEeded.

A discussion of the formation of these forms appears in Sinhala
Structures, section 1.3322.
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Group of men, women, and children in a room

Cc-3

Students should bring pictures of other people to class. These
may be pictures of well-known people or of relatives and friends

of class members,
in the pictures are.

%. gsiidmed 5O

cf. . e B3,

)

8. Pagnged »nd

QYIS .

8. S 3ued »d

Hnd edsd.

Students should ask each other who the people

A sample picture appears above.

CYCLE 11

IS HIS NAME DE SILVA?

Yes. The name of the teacher

(male) is K.G. DeSilva.

Yes. The gentleman's name

is Gunaratne.

Yes. The name of the teacher

(female) is Sriyani Herath.
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SINHALA

Cycle 11

M-2
p:. 69 O ed »O No. The lady's name is not Olivia
AGTm B3 enedad. Silva.
1. O0SHHeEd 5O No. The gentleman's name is not
6367 65cO3. Saram.
. 6uimn Dusned »d No. The lady's name is not
pHN3 Stnman 6HedG. Kumari Dissanayake.
M-3
dosfoned 5 Swman v Is the gentleman's name
Dissanayake?
96d »0® DB &7 Is my name Gunawardena?
dmed 5O nhd Smman a7 Is her name Kumari Dissanayake?
c-1

Students should use the information they have gathered about
other class members to ask and answer questions of the type in
M-3.

A, o ed 50 (Emman &7 )
B. 38. Pudnmoed »d (Stnman),

or ;. Vusowmed »O [(Ehman) 6HGOE.

NOTE ON STRUCTURE: 6»Gdd3 , 'is not'.

In Sinhala equational sentences (i.e., My name is Silva, This is
a door, It is mine, The dress is dreen, egc.) lack main verbs.
Such sentences are negated by adding 6»6®d , 'is not, are not',
after the predicate as in M-2 above.
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SINHALA

Cycle 12

M-1 &8
X0
X5
X

g3

c-1

CYCLE 12

WHOSE GOODS ARE THESE?

CuBIDE evfmn Qusnmed.
08 9cd.

c0s0 ved.

o3E ded.

Gty esTsed dutnwmed.

el maed &7
ot el &7

58md med &7

These documents are the lady's.
These goods are mine.

This junk is mine.

This money is mine.

Those books are Mr. Jones'.

Whose junk is this?

Whose coins are these?

Whose glasses are these?

Each student should point to various items around the room to
find out who the owner is.
Sinhala words for various objects around the room, they should
use the Sinhala they know to find out.

If students do not know the

A. 8 (edsD) med &7

B. &8 (cosd 2ed)
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CYCLE 13

ARE THESE THINGS YOURS?

M-1
a8, &35 ded. Yes. These things are mine.
3. 62 »nmd 9ad. Yes. These glasses are mine.
BF . 6o andmn Ondnmed. Yes. These things are the lady's.
82. 68 uyd: “vdowed. Yes. These keys are the gentle-

man's,

M-2
5. 68 ond; 96¢ 6ned3. No. These keys are not mine.
B:. GO onfm PusHm e No. These things are not the
eHEOE . lady's.
»:. 60 388 Mdowed No. These receipts are not the
eHGOG. gentleman's.

M-3
68 Ao onfm Dvdowmed o7 Are these receipts the lady's?
Ot Dudnmed c? Are these things yours, sir?
8 ded &? Are these things mine?

c-1

Using the formula given in M-3, student A should try to determine
the ownership of various items in the classroom. Other students
should answer the questions of student A using the formulas given
in M-~1 and M-2. Each student should have an opportunity to ask
the questions.

A. (69 33 dudvwmed a?)

B. (8. &8 83u3 ded)
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CYCLE 14
WHAT COLOR IS IT?
M-1
68 cwp nE 3. (nEd) This book is black.

dodomed s83 d» tyg ®03.(yad) The gentleman's shirt is white.

8B e oG, The wall is green.

BfsRs 5 03, The pencil is yellow.

69 o 3. (S5d) This thing is red.
M~2

60 8&0 Dy etn 0 &2 What color is this shirt?

60 PRs 6y 0 &7 What color is this pencil?

8 emn & D &? What color is this book?

cofm Ouomed thmds chn D &7 What color is the lady's sari?
Cc-1

Talking about various objects around the room .....

A. (68 ) eohm D &?

B. (s @d3)

NOTE ON STRUCTURE: the emphasizing particle 3.

In equational sentences (the type x is y) adjectives which end
in a vowel which f£ill the "y" slot are followed by an emphasizing

particle & . Some nouns in this slot which end in a vowel are
also followed by 3 . @m0 , 'color', above is an example. This
particle has no direct translation. It appears in sentence final

position. It does not appear before the question marker ¢ .
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TALKING ABOUT MONEY

For the next several lessons, the class will need 10 pennies,
and a few nickels, dimes, quarters and 50 cent pieces. There
are 100 cents in the Sri Lanka rupee coined in the following
denominations: 1, 2, 5, 10, 25 and 50.

CYCLE 15

DO YOU HAVE MONEY ON YOU?

M-1

83, & co pdes s Bewnds. Yes. I have a license on me.

8. & et 3R o B aonds. Yes. I have a little money
on me.

2 co 833 vod Seond. I have a lot of money on me.

O 2O 0 BGEH . I have a pen on me.

N o crans 5EEBT . I have a book with me.

M-2

S GO GHDB Bi. I don't have a book with me.

A et RSB OB Di. I don't have a license on me.

& o wEE Bi. I don't have money on me.

M-3

fom ct 3B Dewnth a? Do you have money on you, sir?

enim Qv GO ©wd Deond &7 Do you have a pen with you,
madam?

dumn G Goee ey 5eapd &7 Do you have a Sinhala book
with you, sir?

m cOa 836 Deades? Who is it who has money on him?
Cc-1

Students should use the formulas given above to discuss the
belongings of others in the classroom.

A. o e 30 PneeKen?

B. (s ) co.
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c-2
A. (Pwrfowm ) RO Gowe cmos Seondy &7
B. (& co B ctood 5ewnth)

NOTES ON STRUCTURE

1. Postpositions

The word o is a postposition meaning 'on' or 'near'. Postposi-
tions in Sinhala are functionally similar to English prepositions,
except that while English prepositions occur before the word they
govern, Sinhala postpositions occur following the word. Postpo-
sitions occur in construction with nouns, verbs and other parts
of speech. When in construction with nouns, they govern specific
cases. Most postpositions, like et , govern the direct case.

Two irregular pronominal forms occur with ¢ : &, 'me' andz'who'.
Examples:

MmN O On, near the farmer
DI B On, near the gentleman
O B Near me

GIMER CB Near Colombo.

2. The verb Bcunds, 'be'.

This verb occurs with inanimate subjects and means 'be'. For
example:

Gt E BEIH . There are books.
GO BEEH . There is a book.
M co sEE Bewnd). There is money on/near me.

(i.e., I have money on me.)

The negative of 5eun® ism;. For example:
Gty By, There are no books.
& co BEE Bi. I have no money on me.
The verb 5eandy does not occur with animate subjects. See

Sinhala Structures, section 1.51.
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CYCLE 156

HOW MANY CENTS ARE ON THE TABLE?

M-1

clua D oo cens Bewsnd . There's 2 cents on the table.

6l ¢d wn enad Besni. There's 10 cents on the table.

cODD W OHNE DHEWH . There's 50 cents in this spot
here.

& co o5 Hns BeLHD . There's 3 cents with me.

M~-2

et ¢ on Do Deundh &7 How many cents on the table?

oty ¢ ©D B BDeand &7 How many cents on the book?

OB o35 B Dewndr &7 How many cents in this spot
here.

c~1

Using the formulas given above, students should talk about the
money being used for classroom purposes.

A. (cBa D) ©6n Bes Beand a?

B. (eBs 20) o spnsd Bewnds.

NOTE ON STRUCTURE: postpositions

The word ¢® is a postposition meaning 'on' or 'on top of'.
It occurs after nouns in the direct case.
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SINHALA

Cycle 17

CYCLE 17

GIVE ME A 50¢ PIECE

Woman receiving change at an outdoor market

cOBD
GO
GOy
GOH

GOYD

30

(1)

[#10)

[#]o)

[]0)]

Geer mtion.
ser mt3as .
3568 DA .
I3 ser mt3an.

cned mtsan.

50363 o

62

Here

Here

Here

Here

Here

Here

is
is
is
is
is

is

2¢ piece.
5¢ piece.
50¢ piece.
25¢ piece.
10¢ piece.

coin.
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M~2
20 vp vn6d mBed 6arD. Give me a 50¢ piece.
90 on D5 weld miias cess. Give me a 25¢ piece.
90 wn ved mB eeps ceFy. Give me two 5¢ pieces.
90 oo wed mi3 oo ceFn. Give me three 5¢ pieces.
c-1

Using the formulas given above, students should exchange the
money being used for classroom purposes.

A. 90 (v ceon)miies cesn.
B. cd8n (o5 eccs) miias.
NOTES ON STRUCTURE: genitive forms; cosm, 'here’.

1. Numerals such as 6@ above are in the genitive case.

2. ¢O8m is a word which means 'here' in the sense 6f the French
'voici'. It is used when handing something to someone.

SNAKE CHARMERS

63



General Conversation

SINHALA Cycle 18

M-1

CYCLE 18

HOW MANY 5 CENT PIECES DO YOU HAVE ON YOU?

D G0 vn 08 68 MmBues Deund .

& cw we o568 mis cads Bewund.

2368 L3 WB3SE BEGH .

5D Gees midan Beands.

30 oned Mt puE Bewnd: .

N-2
Rlalstotas

RLtofolas)
BEEH

Ritotela
BGanM

Rlototoes)

ce 368 mior Bednth &7

c

a7
jo

1GE 0t D

CO 6o cned Dt DS

o

o

€8]

3 83 e3el il

53E Beunth &?

c-1

I have a 25¢ piece on me.

I have two five cent pieces
on me.

There are four pennies,
There is a 2¢ coin.

There are three 50¢ pieces.

Do you have a pemny on you, sir?

How many pennies do you have on
you, sir?

How many 10¢ pieces do you have
on you, sir?

How many 25¢ pieces do you have
on you, sir?

8o ;o (wo DB sed mB) dod Seond 47

(o) Beund.
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Dialogue IV

NOTES ON STRUCTURE:

duced structures.
on the following pages.
dative case forms of animate nouns: 2u8®mn0 .,
'to a gentleman’,
and the instrumental plural of inanimates:RunadEORS
(see Sinhala Structures,

and 9v5vesRO ,

uments',

DIALOGUE 1IV:

IN THE CONSULAR SECTION

MR. CARSON DIAL

O Dutnmed thedeeTo
o o O IxXn)
M3 CunEdREEA .

Here is your passport and your
documents.

MR. JOHN PERERA

60 FuBDRDRY t3P0nds
98 6medd.

MR.

068 FunaedE cndh &7

MR.
68 RubutE Ped.
538 68 w&wueld @3d
Y moe Snsnewund.

MR.
e emn On dndvmed =%
o8 Qudowmed &7

MR.
cn O 964,

MR.
o0 255 m&meg &8
080 cennd.

MR.

cted. Im Dnd ey,
39 888 OFpo.

Some of these documents are not

mine.
DIAL

Which are your documents, sir?
PERERA

These documents are mine. But

this parcel belongs to a gentle-
man called Brown.
DIAL

Is this big one yours or Mr.
Brown's?

PEREPA
The big one is mine.
DIAL

I'll give the other parcel to
Mr. Brown.

PERERA

Good. Give it to him. I'll

go and come.

inflected noun forms.

The dialogue above should serve as a review for previously intro-
Some new structures are reviewed in the drills
They include definite and indefinite

'to the gentleman',
(see Sinhala Structures,l.322)
, 'from doc-

1.3423).
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SUMMARY

PRACTICING PATTERNS FROM DIALOGUE IV

A. Substitution Drill

Model:

T

S

T

S

60 dNOEYT wdnss ded. Some of these goods are mine.
68 P8OEY wducssd ded . Some of these goods are mine.
CIBWOE Documents

68 BuBuIBDEY w5dudsd ded. Some of these documents
are mine.

1 G@ @Qaéﬁ 3003 96, (605@86) documents

2 69 RuBudBIEE wdwss ded. (§8) clothes

3 63 9038 wdnss ded. (&) shirts

4 G@ @56@65&’ BONESS O6©., (Z‘}»D(‘Stbé’) parce]_s

5 60 &R ondss 9ed. (w0) packets

6 68 tODEE wOWSH ded.

Model:

T

S

T

S

Substitution Drill

~ o0 RO o
©0us Copwsde 9ed eneds.  Some documents are not
mine.

SBlale] éwﬁw@é e 6vcdd. Some documents are not mine.

emd  Books.

3o0nd e 968 enedd. Some books are not mine.

1 33008 FeBudE 268 enedd. (ems) books

2 5088 ey ded enedd. (wFesd)  pencils

3 w08 ool 96¢ 6pedd. (efdmO) postcards

4 6908 oddmd ded enedd. (ond:) keys

5 5908 and; g6l e»6d3. (Eyd) letters

6 5908 B30 gcd 65cd3.
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Summary

C.

Model:

0]
Oy

[0}
@n

=
;

G)
S

60
68
%)

Model: I 68 eEp O 864,

Substitution Drill

S 60 emEDEY vds ded,

I ceans.,

S 68 cmBARY cens ded.

cnBOEs wdnds 968 . (s

etnBDEs cens Sod, (dfem

I 60 oddEs wdnds e,

Two

emBDEs SFemd 26d. () [three]

end DEY pnss ded, (ows)
enSDE sus 96d. (Huos)

ctngdes suos ded.

Substitution Drill

S 68 oep do d6d.
I cme,

S @0 ome D 6.

c® emn O» ded. (ome)

o9 eme d» ded, (Sny md)

38 8 0 9 ded, (vF D)

68 nE 0 M ded. (v WD)

68 nw 50 M 6d. (6md)

68 6md) D 964,

»5 ) [two]l
®) [all]
[five]
[some]

This big one is mine.
This big one is mine.
Good.

This good one is mine.

[good]

[red]

[black]

[yellow, saffron color]

[little]

67
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Some of these books are mine.

Two of these books are mine.
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Summary

E. Response Drill
Model: I 68 emd moed &7
S e8 emd gds 0.
1 69 omd med &7
Whose books are these?
2 o8 omd med &7
Whose books are these?
3 60 emd moed &?
Whose books are these?
4 o8 emd moed &?
Whose books are these?
5 68 emd med &7
Whose books are these?
6 68 emd med &7

Whose books are these?

F. Transformation Drill

Model I &8 cmy ¢35

S 68 ems 735
RlolslolcialIo

1 68 emd ¢3b 308 dwdomd.
These books belong to Mr.

5 68 emd 23p WSSy DuSHmO.
..... to Mr. Gunaratne

3 68 cwmd 23D owendddy Dudnmd
..... to Mr. Seneviratne.

4 08 cmd @3B & B33 dudomd.
..... to Mr. de Silva.

5 68 cmd ¢dp 398 Dudowmd.
..... to Mr. Smith.

6 60 emd ¢dp 6¥ss Dusowo.

6

A8 OvdHnd.

YT B

Brown.

Whose books are these?

These books belong
to me.

0.

belong to me.

D C OuBDM O,

belong to the postmaster.
QASTD VBN O,

cd o™y g3
These books
60 ey 33
These books
GO emyd add

These books belong to Mr. Gunaratne.
68 omd ¢35 YT dwdond.
These books belong to Mr. Brown.

68 s 35
These books
68 emd 735
These books

S eI Ousnwd.
belong to the lady.
DnO.

belong to him.

These books belong to Mr.
Brown.

These books elong to a
gentleman called Brown.

68 omd 235 DT Do QwF»ernd.
...to a gentleman called Brown.
68 s add Eddy Bom dndveend.
.to a gentleman called Gunaratne.

68 6mE 7aD 6wenddsy BAE VvSHELHRD.
-to a gentleman called Seneviratne,
Gawf 35 & B30 paE uSnenn.

.to a gentleman called de Silva.
=3 @m&’¢m8 2398 Baey Pusvesnd.

.to a gentleman called Smith.
ctod g3n c¥dy b3 Qusnewaml.
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G. Transformation Drill

Model: I 68 m3cefd Do dwdnmed. This passport is yours,
sir.

68 wdeuid d9» DS dwdsvwed. This passport is Mr. Brown's.

S 68 mt3edd Oy dwdnmed o Is this passport yours or

Q08 Owdnwmed &7 Mr. Brown's.

1 68 mt3edd On Pudomed 68 m3erdd I Pwdovmed & P

68 mdesid d» 3T Qusdvwed. Pudomed &7 (yours or Mr. Brown's?)
) 69 mt3eesd D endm Pwsomed. 68 mdes’d I onim dwdvmed o

6d =mt3eetd D DusHned. Pudoned &7 (the lady's or the gen-

tleman's?)

3 69 midedd O Bed, 6d mtderfd O ded & dmed &7

68 mt3emnd dn Dwmed (mine or his?)

160 mdedd I glenied Puwdomed. 60 mierd I glenied dwdormed o
68 3630 Dy WSS Dunsnmed. cdd8 Dwdomed &? (the schoolmaster's
or Mr. Herath's?)

5 68 mtfetd Do 83D dudoned. 68 mtiertd O 53D dusvwmed &

60 mt3edd dm Dwned. dmed ¢? (Mr. de Silva's or yours?)
6 60 m3ed On 3898 dudowmed. 68 mdeuid dn 3098 dudomed &
6® mtdeFd Dy onimaed. eemdmed &? (Mr. Smith's or the
lady's?)

H. Response Drill

Model: I 29 &88 d5pS. I'l1l go and come.
S emed. O¥y OFH. Good. Go and come.
1 99 338 58, [go and come] &me&d. 6By dFH.
2 99 dnd Bodnd. [tell him] cmed, D0 Hur,
399 dmd 3y Gednd. [give him emEd. DMO 1 GerH.
the pen]
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Model:

1l coOs»
GOB®
D5
2 cOsn»
cOBD

3 cO¥»
cOBD
4 OB
cOB®

5 cO8»
GO

6 cO5®
cOB®

7 cO5»
cO8D

8 cOFm
GOB®

99 emd Dusnd.

20 ey ¢d8nd.

99 Pus8vmd DMHSEHS .

Response Drill (continued)

[close the door] omed. G6ead Dusn.

[open the cmed. Hedrs ¢d38n.
window]
[speak to cmed. Dudomd

the gentleman] DNHOCBD »

Transformation Drill

I c®8p dudomed éwﬁw@%. Here are your documents.

cOBn Pusnmed thtdcess

Do,

Here is your passport.

S c®¥p Yudomed CubuBEs Here are your documents and
3630 D3 . your passposxt.

o ed FuBudE. [your documents, 6O8® dudowmed FanodEd

O ed taticesio-

Uzﬁ)&‘ﬁ .
ofesRan .

DEOE.
28 RO .

GRS .

lstsloR

BR eI .
Stalni6]

nlololol
e33.,

[nle)
[#]0)

("]o)]
(o]

36w 3.
CHGS BTSN .

Geos m3as.
568 mtias

your passport] mdesfd d5d.

[a pen, a cOFD RS BFEGESE .
pencil]

[vegetables, 6d8p 9cDEd 8 codond.
a loaf of
bread]

[books, 08 emnd ASvnd.
receipts]

[paper, ey DB vPnEd.
pencils]

[shoes, cd8p syl eoud.
socks]

[a five-cent piece, 638» tn 6 Mm3and
a ten-cent piecel] 5 GOGI HILIORG.

[a two-cent piece, &O8n 5 GEGH LK
a five-cent piece] 5 68 MRS,
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WOMEN SELLING FISH IN THE MARKET
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General Conversation SINHALA Cycle 19

CYCLE 19

WHAT IS YOUR OCCUPATION?

M-1
09 7603n8 mmed mEnced I work in the American
D) DSHM . Embassy.
29 26308 mmmd MmENEES I am Second Secretary of the
ceedd o@n3. American Embassy.
20 263308 mmed mENEed I am Third Secretary of the
58678 o@nd. American Embassy.
00 7638 mamd MBNEed I am the cultural affairs officer
todmatm 5Ogn NS BEMH3m. of the American Embassy.
99 q6cd3n8 mmus mEnced I am an economic officer in the
283 50y HS BeM3ewH. American Embassy .

M-2
DB e Setlnd cthnde? What is your occupation, sir?

eofm Ousnmed StIhnd ehnde? What is your occupation, madam?
Mo Stnd cthnde”? What is the occupation of this
person ?
c-1
Using the formula given in M-2, students should find out what the

occupations of others in the class are. Needed vocabulary should
be elicited from the instructor.

72



General Conversation SINHALA Cycle 19

Cc-2

The instructor should point to one of the pictures below and
ask the appropriate question from M-~2. If possible, the
students should supply the answer. If students cannot supply
the answer, then they should repeat the question to the in-
structor who will supply the answer. Next, the students them-

selves should ask and answer the questions pertaining to the
pictures.

GO 57030 5SHM

73



General Conversation SINHALA Cycle 19

28F 38
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Sy o mdeas
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GO o8 eme eHEDD:
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CYCLE 20

IS IT FOR THE SRI LANKA GOVERNMENT THAT (YOU) WORK?

M-1
8. 99 99 »Sers Eom Yes. It is for the Sri Lanka
Al government that I work.
85, 00 DD »d86E emed. Yes. It is in Colombo that I

work.

90, 00 D0 »ST¥ed 6tn Yes. It is in the Health Depart-
cetndncdsned., \ ment that I work.

M-2
B, 00 DD pESTer 1850 No. It is not for the Agriculture
cetnEnedrfned 6nedd. Department that I work.
51, 90 DB »SFer gcdldns No. It.is not for the American
pded 6nedd. Government that I work.

M-3
eimn OunFmm V) HESTEB Eom Is it in the Sri Lanka government
wdfed &7 that you work, madam?
dugn D) nsses wses &7 Is it in Jaffna that you work, sir?
s D) »SFes emed &7 Where do you work, sir?

c-1

Students should continue discussing the occupations of others in the
classroom using the formulas given above. It would be useful for
the students if other Sinhala speakers could come to class for the
(-phase of this cycle.
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C-1 (continued)
A. (P0domn DD nSF6s cmed &7)
B. (99 90 »S868 wved. )

NOTE ON STRUCTURE: negating present tense forms.

»S¥6H is an emphatic present tense form of the verb. For the use
and formation of emphatic present tense forms, see Sinhala Struc-
tures, section 2.21. Sentences with emphatic verbs are negated by
adding 69683 after the emphasized word. The students and the
instructor should discuss and review negation of present tense forms
(both simple and emphatic) at this time. Refer to Sinhala Struc-
tures, sections 2.24 and 2.25.

WHERE DO THESE PEOPLE WORK?

78



General Conversation SINHALA Cycle 20

ADDITIONAL VOCABULARY
THE NAMES OF SRI LANKA GOVERNMENT MINISTRIES AND DEPARTMENTS

Below are the Sinhala terms for various subdivisions of the
Sri Lanka government administrative system. Students should
learn the Sinhala for those ministries and departments which
are of interest to them.

B8 HED, B W Ministry of Local Government,
QeB3S gmsioncs . Housing and Construction.

Q55 B3ED Ministry of Public Administration
tedn »0gy ginsondy. and Home Affairs.

N0 nEN T gOmI0RS . Ministry of Plantation Industries.
5 ct3h @ois0@s. Ministry of Social Services.
totinans mOgy ¢ D506 . Ministry of Cultural Affairs.

g en D06 . Ministry of Transport.

5B &S tedEID Ministry of Agricultural

v&eded &m0 . Development and Research.

$O 080D ¢pI060 . Ministry of Rural Development.
IS, @ Is108C3 . Ministry of Labour.

6901 50y FCID590RCS . Ministry of Health.

iE @ OgG toeedm Ministry of Posts and

¢ 515906 Telecommunications.

o0l pENTD @ nmonag. Ministry of Textile Industries.
Jodn 50gy ¢nmong. Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
038 ¢ NDI50RS . Ministry of Justice.

PmS M BIHEIMS D I00RS . Ministry of Food and Cooperatives
p8&sn @ Idm 50gy Ministry of Industries and

T D1I0RA . Scientific Affairs.
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Cycle 20

G e @ Dunde DR . Ministry of Power and Highways.

8@ m P wOwmen FNHBmRG. Ministry of Finance and Planning.

008 @ @Y wedEID
F 0 525063 .

0908 t30DEDD @119 2590@CS .

5 &3608y »Ogy ™ Hs
& S 5253083

GOEE ®1 YD FOH0RI .
g9 FD10MA .

st 03D 3259063
3DS g 1530RES .

@O &N 300EDH
& 0 29 15706C3 o

690D 500Gy ®
d5SSer @aD150KS «

G285 1 2590M3 o

eme® g edfud
313063 .

80

Ministry of Lands and Land
Development.,

Ministry of Mahaweli Development.

Ministry of Parliamentary
Affairs and Sport.

Ministry of Trade and Shipping.
Ministry of Education.
Ministry of Higher Education.
Ministry of Fisheries.

Ministry of Rural industries
Development.

Ministry of Youth Affairs and
Employment.

Ministry of State.

Ministry of Colombo Group of
Hospitals.
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DEPARTMENTS

36c0 eemBnedsnd Marketing Department.

3 &E® @qasgészs)@@zﬁ@_a Irrigation Department.

e GatmEneoryd Forest Department.

Bgeeis: camdnesrnd Survey Department.

@08 odEID cemEnedsnd Land Development Department.

5t oENFTD ccmBpnedrnd Department of Small Industries.

05 ©d @csen ecmdnedsnd Department of Wildlife
Conservation.

6dGo PRed cemEnednd Department of Inland Revenue.

260 tod&0n GQUJ&@@’@E%Z@ Department for Development of
Marketing.

6901 G ED6SRD Department of Health.

535S, camEnedsnd Department of Labour.

05 et &nedsyd Department of Information.

6¥g cem&nedrnd Department of Customs.
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CYCLE 21

WHAT KIND OF WORK IS IT THAT THE GRAMA SEWAKA DOES?

M-1
30 cdon nsFed What kind of work is it that
c&n Ted IR &7 the grama sewaka deces?
A0Sy 69 83BD What kind of work is it that
BSBes ety Teed DD &7 the Public Health Inspector
does?
o Ctavbnd nSFes What kind of work is it that
& Oced D1 a? the Assistant Government
Agent does?
D15 Qusn HOBEH What kind of work is it that
chn OEed D) e? the postmaster does?
A »S¥er ctn Jeed U@ a? What kind of work do you do?
C-1

The officials named above are some of those who are likely to
have administrative responsibilities for small communities.
Students should single out one of these officials and ask

the instructor, in Sinhala, what his duties are. The instructor
should give a short description in Sinhala. It is not likely
that students will know all the words which the instructor uses.
Students should use Sinhala to find out what the "unknown" words
mean. They should not use English. The instructor should

repeat the description several times. When all students under-
stand what the instructor is saying, one of the students should
try to tell the story to the rest of the class. While the student
is trying to tell the story, the instructor should not attempt to
correct him. Then other students should have an opportunity to
try to tell the story. Students should attempt to repeat the
story at a normal rate of speed and without grammatical errors -
in other words, students should try to tell it just as the
instructor did.

C-2

Class members may wish to discuss the duties of other government
officials. Use the procedure given in C-1.
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C-2 (continued)

TO THE INSTRUCTOR

These descriptions should be only five sentences long. They
should be short, simple, and include only verb forms which are
present tense. A sample text is given below.

THE POSTMASTER

@ Outnw oy o686 The postmaster works in the
D12 »SHO . post office.
By® 6Repd. He distributes letters.
gleds Onghnta. He sells stamps.
Buyd® 6sB3OE 555 . He registers letters.
NBGO DD . He sends telegrams.

c-3

Using the skills now at his disposal, each student should select
one of the numerous pictures in this book which shows people at
work. With the assistance of the instructor, the student should
work up a description of the tasks being performed in the picture.
Again, the descriptions should be short and simple. A sample

text follows.

NOTES ON STRUCTURE: @&y, 'what', and genitive forms.

l. The word c&»m in M-1 above is an adjectival form meaning 'what'.
It precedes the noun it modifies.

2. The phrase c®p 926d DD in M-1 above means 'work of what
kind"'. g&s , 'kind, sort, manner', appears in the genitive case.
Like gudf)® , 'government', and ce¥neddnd , 'department', which
appeared in Cycle 20 in their genitive forms, it belongs to

Class B. At this time students and the instructor should review
the formation of genitive definite singular forms. Further
details appear in Sinhala Structures, section 1.33.

83



General Conversation SINHALA Cycle 21

CASTING A HOROSCOPE

©JGS16" the monk
e}oinlg] the temple
D0 »SHD performing a task
MG vrseld 0Dy ndvts. The monk is performing a task

in the temple.
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BB et3
ol

cBmBetd wewns End.

ol61ee)

cBmfetd oduon wenn FEnd.

s5He

cimsed s38es DY nSnd.

he (referring to a monk)

the horoscope
He is writing (casting) a
horoscope.

ola leaf
He is writing the horoscope on

an ola leaf.

the stylus

He is using a stylus.

RUVANVELISEYA DAGABA, (2nd CENTURY B.C.), ANURADHAPURA
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WORKERS WASHING GEM-BEARING GRAVEL
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22

CYCLE 22

WHAT IS THE DAY TODAY?

M-1
e e . Today is Monday.
e gOHS;NC . Today is Tuesday.
ge Qe . Today is Wednesday.
ze Yuelesses . Today is Thursday.
e BpdHe. Today is Friday.
e cuntye . Today is Saturday.
ze Qded. Today is Sunday.
M-2
ge »De &7 What is the day today?
c-1

TO THE STUDENT

From now on, your instructor will ask you ge pder &?
daily. Practice only correct answers, On Wednesday, for
instance, practice

A. gc D& &°

B. g¢ (depe).
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WHAT TIME DOES CARGILLS OPEN?
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CYCLE 23
WHAT TIME DOES THE EMBASSY OPEN?

M-1
mmes HmENES ¢3F6es fed 0. The Embassy opens at 8:00.

03 cgw® mdyd ¢3568 cod und. The Drug Fair opens at 7:00.

oy Rremd ¢d5ed 5O, The Bank of Ceylon opens at
9:00.
T gomw 3868 @03 5wd. The visa section opens at 8:30.
DD mEnes Duder ©nda The Embassy closes at 4:45.
vt snd.
o5 pionisd dDuded wnsd epedd. This office doesn't close at 4:00.
35 Duger ©5wd. It closes at 5:00.
M-2
Mo mENES gdFes 530 a? What time does the Embassy
open?
s mENES Duder 53O &7 What time does the Embassy
close?
68 »Beisd dDuges ©vwd &7 Does this office close at 5:007?
c-1

Students should discuss the local opening and closing times
which are of importance to them using the formulas given above.

A. (et m8nes Dofes HIO &7)
B. (oD mEnes duses ®ndd wnct ©wd,)

NOTES ON STRUCTURE: emphatic verb forms; numerals and quantifying
phrases in the dative case.

l. The sentences above contain emphatic verb forms. Note the
negation with ©6»60d, 'is not, are not'.

2. 'At such and such an hour', is expressed by putting the numeral
in the dative case. Thus, g0 , 'eight'; @00, 'at eight'. The

quantifying phrase 530 &? contains the dative case form of
'how much, how many', and here has the idiomatic meaning, 'at what
time'. Students who wish to review the formation of dative case
forms should consult section 1.32 of Sinhala Structures.
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CYCLE 24
WHAT TIME IS IT?
This cycle is the first of a number of cycles which are

designed to teach time-telling. For this cycle, discuss only
the times given on the 'clocks' below.

M-1
eD®d 7pa. It is 3 o'clock.
D@D wnds. It is 4 o'clock.
eO@D dDemend. It is 11 o'clock.
90 5033. It is 9 o'clock.
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M~1 (continued)

65D ¢d3d. It is 8 o'clock.

D@D vad. It is 6 o'clock.
M~-2

B@d B g7 What time is it?
C-1

Discuss the times on the 'clocks' above.

A. D@D Bw &?

B. 8= (demend).

MAN WITH PERFORMING MONKEY
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Cycle 25

CYCLE 25

WHAT TIME IS IT? (continued)

Mel
@D vud. It is 5 o'clock.
eB@D enad. It is 10 o'clock.
D@D Gend. It is 2 o'clock.
GH@D ®DaA. It is 7 o'clock.
cOED 3B, It is 1 o'clock.
M-2
eB@md B &? What time is it?
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c-1
Discuss the times given on the "clocks" in this cycle.

A. 6D m3 &?

B. eB=d (gud).

CYCLE 26

. WHAT TIME IS IT? (continued)
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Cycle

26

M-1
60D 6ccHsa. It is half past twelve.
edED dpudHd3A. It is half past one.
69D eenudSaE. It is half past two.
cI@D yrudHdda. It is half past three.
M-2
eB@d By &7 What time is it?
Cc-1

Discuss the times given on the "clocks" above and below.
A. cB@d B &?
B. Dm0 (gpoddd)



General Conversation SINHALA

THE AUKANA BUDDHA
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CYCLE 27
WHAT TIME IS IT?
(continued)
M-1
B »O30 mEE. It is quarter to 9.
cd®d 900 meaE. It is quarter to 8.
O@D Demend mES. It is quarter to 11.
D@D ©30 MmES. It is quarter to 6.
M~-2
eJ@md wnd meS. It is quarter past 7
D@D wsld med. It is quarter past 6.
c5@d demend me3d. It is quarter past 11.
D@D ved me3. It is quarter past 5.
M~3
eO@mD B &? What time is it?
Cc-1

Discuss the times given on the "clocks" below.
A, D@D Ba &?

B. 6d@d (Demend meE)
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CYCLE 28
g I
M-1
D@D eend Dedsd. It is 2:20.
c3@d MG wnGHa. It is 1:40.
eD@D ®»nd3 Bwa. It is 4:30
D 9pd ©ud. It is 3:05.
M~-2
D@D ®wsd Dedesd. It is 20 minutes to 6.
eB@d wrd mES. It is 15 minutes to 7.
6D ©wnsd ¢0a. It is 8 minutes to 4.
cB@d cacnd sud. It is 5 minutes to 12.
M-3
D@D Bw e? What time is it?
Cc-1

Discuss the times given on the "clocks" below.
A. 6D B &7

B. 6B@d (w30 Bedesd)

NOTE ON STRUCTURE: Another use of the particle 3,

The emphasizing particle 3 follows numerals when they appear as
predicate attributes. Examples have appeared in Cycles 24-28
inclusive. Note that 3 appears on both numerals in time ex-
pressions involving (a) the house plus X number of minutes

and (b) the hour plus #¢E , 'quarter.' This ¢ ... & construc-
tion is an example of the 'and' particle. With 'half-past'
time expressions, the emphasizing ¢ appears only in sentence
final position, as it does in time expressions involving x
minutes or quarter to an hour. 1In the latter cases, the hour is
in the dative case. Look at the Sinhala given above and in the
preceding cycles to make these comparisons. Further discussion
appears in Sinhala Structures, sections 5.3, 5.4 and 6.1.
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TWO SISTERS
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SINHALA

Dialogue v

DIALOGUE V

RECEIVING A CALL AFTER HOURS AT THE EMBASSY

760308 DI td DMENES.

68 760308 mmss mBwnEs &?

oS MmENES 2 DuE.

@ esd gdres end ged god.

Qmmgw MENES F SR DeuBes
ped QEE 5 cDeny &?

360 Qe GaIEndS DRy .

RIS Geer QEE wnd3 Wty
GODDY «

20 B O op Iz,
99 cend Bnd DIy &7

Ot 586n3SD ehed ¢d3868 »:.
218@ Deuser g0 vMed Qe
GRIEHNS 6Duny Indd.

e dof B8 ecorgndeds
gtiess 08w .

CPL LOPEZ

American Embassy.

MR. SILVA

Is this the American Embassy?

CPL LOPEZ

The Embassy is now closed.

It will open again tomorrow
morning at 8.00.

MR. SILVA

What are the business hours
of the Embassy?

CPL LOPEZ

From 8 to 12:30.
2 to 4:45,

Again from

MR. SILVA

I want to get a visa.
Should I come abhout 2?

CPL LOPEZ
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The visa office doesn't open
after noon.

It is open only from 8:30 to
12.30.

If you want a visa, come before
12:30.



General Conversation SINHALA Dialogue V

MR. SILVA
90 6RRHMSD qtiss dF6y e, If I don't come before 12:30, how
Bt oo ofed ememd &7 do I get a visa?
CPL LOPEZ

99 edes 1. OO que deF»S. I don't know. I'll ask and see.

NOTES ON STRUCTURE: ®&»; , 'want'; »8 , 'if' and »Fme , 'if not'.
participle forms; ed»»s , 'until', with time expressions; the

postpositions qtss, 'before', and wded , 'after'. Bps , 'about';
Oocs, 'only'.

1. The word ®»; means 'want'. It takes an actor in the dative
case. Discussion appears in Sinhala Structures, section 2.14.3.

2. The word »d means 'if'. It may follow simple present tense
forms of the verb, emphasized words in emphatic constructions and
predicate attributes in equational sentences. The negative u;
plus »8 becomes »Fvo . Discussion appears in Sinhala Structures,
section 2.9.

3. Dwe , 'closed', and g5 , 'open', are the participle forms of
the verbs Duwndr, 'close' and ¢3nd , 'open'. Participles are dis-
cussed in Sinhala Structures, section 2.6. They are treated in
much greater detail in subsequent lessons (beginning with Cycle
67). The form 8@ BHewnd , 'is open, has opened', is a
perfect form. See also section 2.6 and later lessons.

4. cOnny with time expressions means 'until'.

5. The postpositions @tfess , 'before', and otdedd, 'after', follow
nouns in the dative case. There is variation, however, and in

some dialects the case is instrumental. See Sinhala Structures,
section 4.

6. B»d, 'about', is a postposition commonly occuring after
numerals which is invariant in its form. The form 8»ds, 'only',
is also a postposition. In sentences it occurs in non-final po-
sition. 1In sentence final position, the form Bndd , 'only' occurs.
See Sinhala Structures, section 4.

All of the structures above are treated in greater detail in the
pattern practices which follow Dialogue V.
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SUMMARY

PRACTICING PATTERNS FROM DIALOGUE V

A. Substitution Drill

Model I 58D mmENEd & D0Es. The Embassy is now closed.
S s MENES & DVE. The Embassy is now closed.
I »865760. The office.
S »nFenicd & D . The office is now closed.

1 st mEnes i Dvcy. (556e598:D) [office]

2 86555D e Duer. (Aend) [bank]

3 Qend o Dues. (gtdomes) [library]

4 Pomee i dum. (ol ofenisd). [post office]

5 opd o8eiGd a8 Ducr. (S¥ed cemBnedsy)  [government depart-

ments ]
6 Jted camBncdry &8 DuE.
B. Response Drill
Model: I ;s mENcES 500 &S Is the Embassy still open?
e?
S Bz, MmO MENES &8 No. The Embassy is now
DR . closed.
1 5D mENES 500 gidc &7 Bie NBNUD MENES B DOEI.
Is the Embassy still open? No. The Embassy is now closed.
2 Qend ndd g &7 Br. Qemd &5 DweEs.
Is the bank still open? No. The bank is now closed.
3 69 »pfenids®d DD @18 &? Dz, GO DEEISD 8 Dwe.
Is this office still open? No. This office is now closed.
4 53 5BeIGD 500 DuE &7 Bze NOIE DFEDISID &8 21030 »
Is the post office still No. The post office is now open.
closed?
5 6638 DO i &7 Dr. GRS &8 VBRI
Is the door still open? No. The door is now closed.
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C. Response Drill
Model: I Qund 3868 53 &7
S In adder ¢00.
1 QD ¢d868 Hwd &7

What time does the bank open?

2 p8esfSd 3568 53O &?
What time does the office
open?
3 98 ewfOry Duses BHod &7

What time does the Matara
Hotel close?

4 oD mEnes DuFes B3O &7

What time does the Embassy
close?

sSa Dued Hud &?

5 ¢

What time does the bank open?

It opens at 8.

Jn ed5es qdo.
It opens at 8.

T 38568 ~6& v ®NSD.
It opens at 6:30 a.m.

T DwBes anad.
It closes at 10.

T DoFer snd.
It closes at 5.

Ty DwFes ©5o.

What time does the Cooperative It closes at 7.

close?

6 ydomes gddes B3O &7
What time does the library
open?
D. Response Drill

Model:

S s6ed Qe Bn DT,

1 568 ger Bs cdons &?
From when till when?

2 ned gem D cOnns e?
From when till when?

3 Bed gem Do edvnd &f?
From when till when?

4 563 QEee Do 6Dpns &7
From when till when?

5 563 Qe B cOnos &?
From when till when?

I »ed geE Do cdons &7

I ¢d868 ~cd zsaz» m@oda
It opens at 7:30

From when till when?

From 5 till 5,

BeY QEEY W GIHHY .
From 5 till 5.

¢60 qe® 20 edvns.
From 8 till 8.

ned Qe p 6O Y.
From 6 till 3.

GEeH Qe HDS GDIND
From 2 till 4.

Geel Qe B BN .
From 2 till 6.
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E. Substitution Drill
Model: I Owudnwmd e Do If you want a visa, sir,
D5 59, @00 Bos OBp. come about eight.
S Dudnnd Ot Do If you want a visa, sir,
On: »8, @00 T3 dBn. come about eight.
I o». Three.
S PwuSnmd Tt Do If you want a visa, sir,
Im: 99, 7»d DS Iy, come about three.

2080 Ttn s v 50, 00 Ins IFm. (gn) [three]

208000 T s Fp; 5O, a0 Tod dn. (wn) [seven]

D080 S o v 59, wsd TS dw., (we) [six]

om0 S O On: 59, ©30 TS d¥v. (een) [twol

u85Rd Hn Mo On: 58, 6end 5s dFn. (dm) [onel

PuBdend S don Bn: 59, IO s DB,

Transformation Drill

Model: I Owsowm 60O&S

oD . The gentleman is going home.

S PuSoNnd 6res OB @»:. The gentleman wants to go

OB GHES 3B .

home.

Pudomd cned ofn Ov:.

The gentleman is going home. The gentleman wants to go home.

dudom cooned D@ néndr.

PDudnNd comaed DR ndn O

The gentleman works in Sri The gentleman wants to work in

Lanka.

s 60 emd BIDHD .
The gentleman is reading
these books.

Ondom QTeTnHD .

The gentleman is sitting
down.

dwdom eead edod.

The gentleman is opening
the door.

Sri Lanka. .
Dudrnd 68 oms HadSy Ov:.

The gentleman wants to read these
books.

Pudomd Qress Onr.
The gentleman wants to sit down.

0domd 6ead ¢d38n Oz,

The gentleman wants to open the
door.
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G. Transformation Drill
Model: I D o8 D) oS,

S D e ) BSHD
53, 00 Boss.

1 D &8 D) »SHD.
He is working now.

2 D 85538 FIcas HIDHD .

He is reading the pavers
again.

3 AN Stn O Ov:.
He wants a visa.

4 »BEEHISID &8 TSR3 .
The office is now open.

5 dusngm OF5es eenl.
It is at two that the gentle-
man is coming.

6 T5 GHIES.
That's fine.

H. Response Drill

Model: I 00 cacwnl gthsd
D8n &7

S dn.esewd vded
OB »

1 99 ceirwd qtfhss Dy &7
Should I come before 12:00?

z 09 cend tisd Iy &7
Should I come before 2:007?

3 99 p»d @tud Ifn &7
Should I come before 3:007?

4 99 ) @ss d¥p &7
Should I come before 6:007?

5 09 ¢0 30 gtisds s &7
Should I come before 8:30?

He is working now.

If he is working now, tell
me.

D 18 DD nSvd 5O, 90 By,
If he is working now, tell me.

D 358 gesd Badnd »d, 00 BeEH.

If he is reading the papers again,
tell me.

Dn0 St O O 58, 00 BIBD.
If he wants a visa, tell me.

pBenlsd e @ides 58, 20 Busy.
If the office is now open, tell me.

Do dBes ecepd »8, 80 Husy.

If it is at two that the gentleman
is coming, tell me.

T cme nd, 90 Basy.

If that's fine, tell me.

Should I come before 12:00?
Don't. Come after 12:00.

Dn. 6eacnd uileld D,
Don't. Come after 12:00.

V. cend ustietd IBEH.
Don't. Come after 2:00.

D, god wviled .
Don't. Come after 3:00.

D, ©30 t3etd OFD.
Don't. Come after 6:00.

D, g0 vh3O wvided I,
Don't. Come after 8:30.
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I Transformation Drill

Model: I 2wl efes B:. The gentleman doesn't know.
S Pwdnm o’ mFoo, I'11l tell you if the gentleman
99 Bornd. doesn't know.
19080 e86s ;. Dudom eBer moe, OO Barno.
The gentleman doesn't know. I'11l tell you if the gentleman
doesn't know. -
29 OBCE B, D a6 mFoe, OO BesdHS .
He isn't going. I'll tell you if he isn't going.
360 DD ndFes »:. e D noFes mPoe, 00 Barnd.
This person isn't working. I'll tell you if this person isn't
working. ~
13m0 Bt Do Dv: Di. D00 Fn O To: vSve, 00 BEHO.
He doesn't want a visa. I'll tell you if he doesn't want a
visa.
53 cme . TS5 eme o, 00 BusnS.
It isn't good. I'11 tell you if it isn't good.
69 cw t3E Dz. A o 636 v, 09 Sa¥ns.
He has no money. I'll tell you if he has no money.

J Transformation Drill

Model: I & co m9t3 Dds I only have coins.
DESHD . R
S %a co Bewasey suts It is only coins that I have.
53S3,
19 GO 83 I35 Bends . 3 co Beuses mts Ondd.
I only have coins. It is only coins that I have.
299 888 6ved wnd. 6oed ages 99 Ondd.
Only I am going home. It is only I who is going home.

3 dm p8efSed SndE DD nSH. D DD nSFes v5en3sed Bnda.
He only works in the office. It is only in the office that he

works.
4 Do B0 Bnds cdind. Dudom oderd H0sd Bnd3.
The gentleman only smokes It is only cigarettes that the
cigarettes. gentleman smokes.
5dm &S Oods Ondnda. D Omgded gled Indd.
He only sells stamps. It is only stamps that he sells.
6 Do towe DoSH HmHSHD . Do pmnddes Gowe BndaE.
The gentleman only speaks It is only Sinhala that the gentle-
Sinhala. man speaks.
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Cycle 29

CYCLE 29
WHAT ARE THE BUSINESS HOURS OF THE POST OFFICE?
M-1

0@ dFenIS; 68 360 QEE

Post offices are open from 8
d 20 cDoo8 drSE .

in the morning till 8 at night.

D& §F wdyd e I8 ©sd Dart Drug is open a full 24 hours.

&15R .
763360 dpn e
cwed Q&R vy GUHHE @1SE .

Coned den 568 geE O
GOBDB ORI .

260308 ud0E yiom s
cwed QB ®a3 GODHY FrSEI.

3 @10 55e0i50 308 moed
QER WHSWS WME CUIHY SR .

M~2

53 QEE
530/ 53 Doy

o1 oFenid; 563 QEEY B
ey S &7

In America banks are usually
open from 10 till 5.

In Sri Lanka banks are open
from 9 till 1.

The American Centre Library is
open from 10 till 6.

The Pan Am office is open from
8:15 till 4:15.

- from when
- till when

What are the business hours of
the post office?

Sed ecmdneddy ¢:8m Beodes

T oo BoD o What are the business hours
mDed Qe »S0 &f

of government departments?
c-1

Discuss the business hours of local establishments using the
formulas given above.

A. (o153 pFenicy) Bed qem bHs cdond g8 &7

B. (¢ced @60 ger d 0 donsd qr18c.)

NOTE ON STRUCTURE: the emphasizing particle 9.

The emphasizing particle ® occurs above after 3 383 wod,
twenty-four hours. Hence 53 9% ©539, 'a full twenty-four
hours.' Further discussion of ©® appears in Sinhala Structures,
section 5.5.
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c-1

CYCLE 30

WHERE DO YOU LIVE NOW?

iy 09 gules emed.
a8 99 gFes méag@f%’m@é.

&8 a0 Oudnd QBGH
2&308 med.

a8 90 oies cufdcwy.

erss 909 ofery ©om.

a8 eBes emed &7
g3 Ousowg QEes emel 7

S Qv QBGE Gty
med &7

S QuBnw By 6D
nOsed &7

At

At

At
on

At

At

present I live in Colombo.
present I live in California.

present that gentleman lives
Thurstan Road.

present I live in a hotel.

present I live in a village.

Where do you live now?

Where does that gentleman live?

What street does that gentleman
live on?

What city does that gentleman
live in?

The instructor should ask the students where they are living.
Then the students should have an opportunity to ask the
questions learned in M-2.

A, S Qusnm QBes emey &7

B. ad Onsom QBGYR

(emed).
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NOTES ON STRUCTURE: e85 , 'be', and genitive forms.

1. e is an emphatic present tense form of the verb qfnth
'be'. For notes on this verb, see Sinhala Structures, sections
1,51 and 2.23. For notes on emphatic present tense forms see
section 2.2.

2. e , mBedBwed , emed® , c0ed , owfdcon , O ,
are genitive case forms. See Sinhala Structures, section 1.33.

CYCLE 31

WHERE ARE YOU FROM?

M-1
90 g6d3macds. I am from America.
00 Romncdy . I am from Sri Lanka.
09 BBesiDREs . I am from New York.
98 emeds I am from Colombo.
29 5d3s. I am from Kandy.
M-2
o emens &7 Where are you from, sir?
eoimn OuEng GmmeHns &7 Where are you from, madam?
38 Pusnwm Gmewns &7 Where is that gentleman from?
c-1

Each student should have an opportunity to find out where the
others in the class are from.

A. (Swsn ) omoens &7

B. (29) (q6d3maedr).
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NOTE ON STRUCTURE: instrumental forms.

3608meds 1 comeds 1 BOefFORE  + emedd » 5238 , and

exmens » are instrumental case forms. For information on the
formation and use of the instrumental case see Sinhala Structures,
Section 1.34.

CYCLE 32

ARE YOU FROM SRI LANKA?

M-1
88, 99 eomeds. Yes. I am from Sri Lanka.
8. 29 cmeds. Yes, I am from Colombo.
23, 99 2cd3mcds. Yes. I am from America.
8. 20 5YesiFORH. Yes. I am from New York City.
M-2
Bz. 00 EonGDY 6HGAS. No. I am not from Sri Lanka.
1. 90 ¢cO3meds 6HGIJ. No. I am not from America.
Bz. 00 mphedE 656IGE. No. I am not from Canada.
B1. 90 QBFEMeDF oneAd. No. I am not from India.
M-3
Do EomedE af? Are you from Sri Lanka, sir?
Budn 7colmedy &7 Are you from America, sir?
enim Dudnd @FEmedy &7 Are you from India, madam?
&S Oudnwm ged3meds &t Is that gentleman from America?
aS oz Ousowm emeds &7 Is that lady from Colombo?
Cc-1

Class members should exchange information on where they are from.
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Cycle 33

C-1 (continued)
A. GoImn OudD G ERY &7

B. 99 (qed3maeds).

NOTE TO THE STUDENT

Review Sinhala Structures, section 1.34 on instrumental case

forms.

CYCLE 33

WHAT AREA OF THE COUNTRY ARE YOU FROM?

M~1 (For American Students)